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Syria, Turkey, Iran discuss Kurds 
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Fateh links darter change testate 

TUNIS (R) — Yasser Arafat's Fateh group, pitching demands for 
a Palestinian state bade to centre stage, is to insist that Israel 
recognise such a state if it wuits the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO; to purge its charter of clauses calling for the 
destruction of Israel. Sakhr Abu Nizar. a member of Fateh's 
Central Committee, said the decision had been taken on Saturday 
night at a meeting in Tunis chaired by the PLO leader who 
remised from the self-rule areas to 'discuss the issue with 
Palestinians still in adle (gee page 12). The charter cannot be 
amended without Israel’s recognition of a Palestinian state. We 
cannot recognise Israel's right to exist without reciprocation which 
is Israel's recognition of the existence of a Palestinian state," Mr. 
Abu Nizar. a Fateh moderate who attended the meeting, told 
Reuters on Sunday. “Our decision was that Israeli forces should 
first redeploy in the West Bank, he replaced by Palestinian police, 
then there would be elections, then the Palestine National Council 
would meet and discuss both the chattel's amendment and 
proclamation of Palestinian independence,” Abu Near said. 
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King: Decision on ties with 
Palestinians only after they 
gain their democratic rights 

Hashemite links with Jerusalem predate 
the establishment of Jordan and Israel 

^jaj«t^King c Husse^ S ‘Jordan seeks just peace’ 

tlind II KM* iVFAmofnM ♦/> M 1040 — —.J At- _ ^ 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
yajesty King Hussein has 
&d that H was premature to 
say anything about the future 
r elatio n* between Jordan and 
the Palestinian territories. 

“First the Palestinians 
should gam their democratic 
rights and afterwards we will 
see what we can do. So let us 
leave it to time to settle this 
problem, and we will respect 
the free choice of the Palesti- 
nians regardless of what deci- 
sion they take," King Hus- 
sein said in an interview with 
the German Der Spiegel 
magazine. 

• the King said that the spe- 
cial relations binding the 
Hashemite family to Jeru- 
• salem and the holy shrines 
I there date back to die era 
] before the establishment of 
| Israel and the Kingdom of 
[ Jordan, and that the 

■ Washington Declaration only 
) affirms this reality rather 
| than establishing it. 

Palestinian police 
kUl Gazan youth 

GAZA (R) — Palestinian 
police in the Gaza Strip shot 
dead a 15-year-old boy re- 
taining from a wedding 
apparently by accident, 
Palestinian sources and Israel 

■ $dro said Sunday. The radio 
said Salah Al Sbaar was shot 
during a scuffle on Saturday 
right in Rafah refugee camp, 
after police stopped a car' 
carrying youngsters from a 
wedding. Palestinian sources 
said the shooting appeared to 
be an accident. The police 
commander in Rafah told 
community leaders all seven 
taembers of the police patrol 
bad been detained pending 
an investigation. The mayor 
of Rafah complained by tele- 
gram to Yasser Arafat. 

Arafat, Mubarak 
discuss self-rule 

ALEXANDRIA (AFP) — 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat and Egyptian 
I President Hbsni Mubarak ex- 
amined problems hampering 
5ctf-rule at talks here Sunday 
on the eve of a last PLO- 
hraeb posh to clinch a deal 
on an early transfer of powers 
on the West Bank. Mr. Ara- 
rat arrived in Egypt Sunday 
hop Tunis, where he met 
H-P officials at his former 
Ksdkjoarters to review the 
Poetical and economic prob- 
cts facing self-rule (see page 
^ The PLO leader’s talks 
' yb Mr. Mubarak in the port 
of Alexandria were 


Jordan had fought for Jeru- 
salem and managed to save it 
in 1948, and after the 1967 
tragedy when Israel took 
over the city of Jerusalem the 
Kingdom continued to meet 
its obligations towards the 
holy sites, said the King, not- 
ing that a new element has 
emerged, and that Is die 
quest to separate between 
protecting the holy places — 
Islamic, Christian and Jewish 
— and the political issues. 

“If this quest succeeds, 
Jerusalem will indeed be- 
come the city of peace for all, 
but this cannot affect negotia- 
tions on the future of the dty 
between the Palestinian lead- 
ership and Israel,” he said. 

Jordan, he said, has taken 
the initiative in this regard to 
guarantee that no confusion 
takes place until all parties 
reach a satisfactory solution. 

Following is an unofficial 

(Csiti— A m page 7) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein, the 
Supreme Commander of the 
Jordanian Armed Forces, 
stressed Sunday that Jordan 
was seeking to achieve a just 
and durable peace acceptable 
to future generations. 

Addressing a meeting of 
senior officers at the Royal 
Jordanian Air Force held at 
the Air Force headquarters, 
the King said: “We are now 
at die threshold of a new era 
in which we will be in need of 
our Air Force and the Armed 
Forces which must be well 
aware of its duty and respon- 
sibility in the coming stage." 

u Our efforts are containing 
to overcome the difficult 
stage so as to attain a better 
furore,” the King added. 

The recent developments 
at the political level, which 
promp t e d Jordan to take cer- 


tain moves, the King said: 
“We acted after other parties 
followed their paths towards 
a new horizon which we hope 
will attain a just and compre- 
hensive peace that will open 
the way for people to have a 
chanoe to hve in better cir- 
cumstances than we had wit- 
nessed in our lives.” 

He said after the other 
parties, “including our 
Palestinian kinsmen, had 
taken their steps towards 
peace we felt that the time 
has come for us to tackle our 
own problems, regain our 
rights, exercise our 
sovereignty over our terri- 
tory, regain our water rights 
and create the dimate for the 
future generationse to live a 
decent life in their home- 
land.” 


Row over arms delays^ 
self-rule corridor opening 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A row over 
Palestinians carrying 
weapons through Israel has 
delayed the opening of pas- 
sages between the new self- 
rule areas of Gaza and 
Jericho, Palestinian and 
Israeli security officials said 
on Sunday. 

The first of four secure 
routes between the Gaza 
Strip and West Bank enclave 
of Jericho was to have 
opened oh Sunday. 

But Israel objects to 
Palestinians keeping their 
weapons as they cross the 
Jewish state. 

“The main obstade is that 
Israel does not want PLO 
(Palestine liberation Orga- 
nisation) leaders, their body 
guards, senior policemen or 
security offidals to carry 
arms while using the safe 
routes,” a senior Palestinian 
security official said. 

“But we insist that the 
(self-mle) agreement gives us 
the right to carry our arms,” 
said the offidal, who re- 
quested anonymity. 

“We reject an Israeli prop- 


osal that weapons of PLO 
leaders and distinguished 
personalities be transported 
in an Israeli vehide accom- 
panying their cars,” he said. 

Israeli negotiator Danany 
Rothschild said that Israel 
would not permit the passage 
of armed Palestinians be- 
tween Gaza and Jericho. 

“It is dear to the Palesti- 
nians that we will not allow 
the passage of armed men 
through the territory of the 
state of Israel,” Gen. Roth- 
schild told Israel Radio. 

PLO negotiator Nabil 
Shaath said after talks with 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres in Alexandria, 
Egypt, last week that Israel 
would open passages on Sun- 
day. 

Under the May autonomy 
accord Israel guaranteed safe 
passage during daylight for 
people and vehicles with per- 
mits across the roughly 50 
kilometres of Israeli territory 
separating Gaza from the 
southern end of the West 
Bank. 

“Israel was supposed to 
secure the use of safe pas- 


sages between Jericho and 
Gaza once self-rule was im- 

E fomented, bnt they keep de- 
fying it,” the Palestinian 
security offidal said. 

“We have not agreed on 
details yet because Israel says 
it has its own interpretation 
of the accord.” 

He said the accord states 
that “sped al arrangements 
will apply with respect to 
passage of Palestinian lead- 
ers, senior Palestinian au- 
thority officials and disting- 
uished personalities.” 

“That is why we insist that 
PLO leaders, senior police- 
men and security officials 
have the right to cany arms,” 
he added. 

Gen. Rothschild said 
meanwhile Israel and the 
PLO will initial an accord in 
Cairo this week on the early 
transfer of power to the 
Palestinians in the West 
Bank. 

One or two more days may 
be needed to draft the 
accord, Gen. Rothschild told 
Israeli radio. 
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Palestinians, Israel plan to buy 
oil from Iraq, report says 


P?fcho, and issues related to 
^rnatiomal aid meant for 

authority,” a Palestinian- 

tf&ial said 

people killed in 
Tunisian rail crash 

(AT) — A weekend 
““ffison between two passen- 
Sr. trains chugging towards 
g* other on the same track 
*&!ed at least 21 people and 
Jjnred 89, officials said Sun- 
H The latest report on the 
“Jtanlay accident raised the 
toll by five. The trains 
WKded near the eastern 
Jjtal city of Sousse, about 
^kilometres southeast of 
Hflis in the middle of the 
*fernoan. Numerous cars 
j*tte derailed by the shock. 
!*oe injured were being tre- 
®ed at two hospitals, in Sous- 
fc and Monastir, authorities 
Jid. Full details of the acci- 
Jnt have been scarce, and it 
fa not immediately known 
jpicb tram was at fault- The 
[®naan tram system, a relic 
rain the country’s colonial 
test, is expansive but out- 
moded. 


KUWAIT (AP) — The 
Palestinians are negotiating a 
deal with Iraq to purchase oil 
at discount prices despite the 
U.N. embargo on Baghdad, a 
Knwaiti newspaper reported 
Sunday. 

The Al Siyassah daily 

S ioted a Palestinian source 

ose to the economic coop- 
eration negotiations with 
Israel as saying the Palesti- 
nian self-rule authority wants 
to buy 25,000 barrels of oil a 
day from Iraq. 

The amount would be 
added to the 50,000 barrels a 
day Jordan gets from Iraq 
with the approval of the U.N. 
committee overseeing en- 
forcement of the embargo, 
imposed after Iraq’s 1990 in- 
vasion of Kuwait. 

He said the U.N. Sanctions 
Committee overseeing the 
embargo is likely to approve 
the arrangement. 

“They don’t seem con- 
cerned because the amount is 
so small and the price is so 
low,” the source said. 

The source, who was 
reached by telephone in Am- 
man, said Yasser Arafat’s 
self-rule administration 
would pay S9 a barrel for the 
oil, .trucked in by an Iraqi- 
Jo rdanian transport company 


and processed at Jordan's Al 
Zarka refinery. 

The source said the deal 
would save the authority S195 
million a year by not haring 
to purchase, petroleum pro- 
ducts on the more expensive 
Israeli market. 

The source repeated 
asssertions made in Israeli 
newspapers of secret contacts 

in Europe between Israel and 


which is desperately seeking 
an end to the economically 
devastating embargo, to win 
favour in the West. 

Both Israel and Iraq have 
denied any contact, and 
Israeli media have since re- 
ported that U-S- opposition 
to the dialogue has brought it 
to an end. 

But Al Siyassah quoted tbe 
source as saying the two rides 
were negotiating an agree- 
ment whereby the Jewish 
state can buy 100,000 barrels 
of oil a day for local con- 
sumption. 

The source suggested that 
Iraq would charge a higher 
price to the Israelis than to 
the Palestinians. But he 
added the domestic use sti- 
pulation “would be tempor- 


ary because Israelis aspire in 
the foreseeable future' to 
make their Mediterranean 
port of Haifa the main outlet 
for Iraqi oil to Europe. 

He said a Jordanian marine 
company has already ex- 
amined possibilities of res- 
tarting an old and disused 
Iraqi pipeline that used to 
pump oil from Iraq across 
Jordan to Haifa. 

Pakistani offer 

Pakistan has offered to 
mediate between Iraq and 
Kuwait in an attempt to end 
the sanctions against Bagh- 
dad, news reports said Sun- 
day. 

The offer was made to 
Iraq's Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Saeed Al Sahaf, 
who is visiting Pakistan as 
part of a sweep through the 
capitals of several countries 
on the UN. Security Council 
(see page 2). 


“We are the only country 
in the region which has excel- 
lent relations with both 
Kuwait and Iraq,” the 
English-language newspaper 
the Dawn quoted Pakistan's 
Foreign Minister Sardar 
Assef Ah as saying. 
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His Majesty King Hussein on Sunday addresses Royal Jordanian Air Force officers (Armed Forets photo) 

Majali: No tension with PLO 

Jordan-PLO talks open in an air of goodwill 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian and 
Palestinian offidals began 
meetings here Sunday after 
months of suspended coor- 
dination between the two 
sides with a new spirit of 
goodwill that Jordanian offi- 
cials hope will spill over posi- 
tively into their specialised 
economic, political, adminis- 
trative and security talks. 

-- The lugh-fevei Palestinian 
delegation, beaded by Minis- 
ter of Culture and Informa- 
tion Yasser Abed Rabbo, 
met with Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali early 
Sunday before breaking up 
into four committees that will 
try to deal with outstanding 
problems between the two 
sides and espeaally on the 
economic level. The talks 
continued later Sunday and 
were to resume Monday. 

The Palestinian delegation 
includes Minister of Finance 
Mohammad Znbdi Nashashi- 
bi. Minister of Education 
Yasser Amer. Minister of 
Justice Freih Abu Meddain, 
Minister of Post and Com- 
munications Abdul Hafiz Al 
Ashhab, Secretary General 
of the Interior Ministry 


Ahmad Bayoud Al Tamimi. 
and the head of the Palesti- 
nian side to the Israeli- 
Palestinian coordination 
committee. Jamil Tarifi. 

Speaking to reporters after 
a round of talks Sunday 
morning. Dr. Majali said he 
hoped for “pragmatism in 
addressing die serious issues 
so that we are able to achieve 
our objectives.” 

Dr. Majali denied that 
there was “tension” as such 
between the Palestinian and 
Jordanian sides, but he said 
there was “difference in opin- 
ion sometimes over a particu- 
lar subject.” 

“There is no tension be- 
tween the two sides,” Dr. 
Majali said. "Wc are 
brothers... sometimes there 
is a difference in opinion over 
a particular subject, but it 
doesn’t turn into tension, be- 
cause tension would hurt 
both sides.” 

Relations between Jordan 
and the Palestinian lead-* 
ership have been strained 
since the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) secretly 
reached an agreement with 
Israel in Oslo marpnahring 
both its own negotiating team 
to the bilateral talks ami Jor- 
dan, which was providing an 
umbrella for the Israeli- 


Pafostinian negotiations. 

But despite its dismay at 
the PLO’s move, Jordan had 
tried to reconcile itself to the 
Oslo accords and has repe- 
atedly called on die Palesti- 
nians to coordinate their 
moves with the Kingdom. 

The PLO. since then, has 
made only “cursory 
attempts” to coordinate steps 
leading the Kingdom to also 
pursue its own interests with 
Israel, especially since the 
PLO had stalled over signing 
an economic pact with Jordan 
which would have protected 
the Jordanian dinar, the main 
currency in the occupied ter- 
ritories, and preserved die 
Kingdom’s trade interests 
with the West Bank- 

When Jordan signed its 
non-belligerency declaration 
with Israel last month, in- 
cluding a recognition of Jor- 
dan’s special role in guarding 
the Islamic holy sites in Jeru- 
salem, the PLO went public 
with its criticism of Jordan. 

Jordanian officials con- 
tacted by the Jordan Times 
said the Palestinian delega- 
tion, which arrived here early 
Sunday, appeared to be 
ready to be “more pragma- 
tic" in its dealings with Jor- 
dan. 

One senior Jordanian offi- 


cial said he did not know 
whether the team “had a 
mandate from PLO lead- 
ership to conclude agree- 
ments," but that the tone of 
their meeting with Dr. Majali 
appeared “encouraging.” 

“They have told us that 
, now that they have tried and 
found out how difficult it is to 
take control of their own 
affairs, they understood why 
we were insisting on coor- 
dination,” one Jordanian 
source told the Jordan Times 
on condition of anonymity. 

“We think that their ex- 
perience with running the 
affairs of the self-rule author- 
ity has made them under- 
stand that sometimes political 
dreams cannot easily trans- 
late into reality,” the official 
said. 

“We have a feeling that 
this time we will actually get 
down to what has to be done 
and leave behind us the times 
of unnecessary sensitivities,” 
said another official who also 
spoke on condition of anony- 
mity. 

One of the main conten- 
tions between Jordan and the 
Palestinians was over the 
Palestinian perception that 
Jordan was hindering their 


oa paw 7) 


Israel reports drop in 
violence after autonomy 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Three months 
of Palestinian autonomy in the 
Gaza Strip have seen a dras- 
tic drop in attacks on Israelis 
there, an Israeli general was 
quoted as saying Sunday. 

Israel Radio quoted Major 
General Matan Vilnai, the 
southern commander, as 
saying there were 120 armed 
attacks in the three months 
prior to the Israeli pullout on 
May 18. but 40 in the three 
months since. 

Gen. Vilnai was responding 
to Israeli critics of the peace 
process who have said recent- 
ly that attacks have increased 
since the pullout, the radio 
said. He was known for his 
scepticism towards autonomy 
prior to its implementation. 

Israeli leaders have warned 
the Palestinians to rein iu the 
attacks, which have left five 
Israelis dead, or risk the 
peace process. 

Fundamentalists opposed 
to the pe?ce have claimed 
responsibility for the attacks. 
Palestinian police have said 
they do not want to ride civil 
war by taking up arms against 
the attackers. 

Gen. Vflnai was speaking 
during a visit to the Gush 
Katif Jewish settlement block 
in Gaza. 

According to army figures 


obtained by AFP, between 
May 4 ana Aug. 13, 1994, 
nine petrol bombs were 
thrown, compared with 283 
in the previous three months. 

Over the same period there 
were 55 shootings, against 77 
before, and six stabbings 
compared with 14. 

Four bombs were set off, 
against 52 before autonomy, 
and only three grenades were 
thrown, compared with nine 
before. 


Since May 4, four Israeli 
soldiers have been killed and 
34 wounded, whereas in the 
three months leading up to 
self-rule none were killed but 
47 were wounded. 

In the past three months no 
Palestinians have been killed 
in the Strip by Israeli soldiers 
and only 23 wounded, com- 
pared with 23 killed and 259 
wounded before. 

Palestinian police took 
over security from the army 
when it withdrew and rede- 
ployed troops around the set- 
tlements on the Strip. 

A government-run Syrian 
newspaper said Sunday Israel 
is trying to foment “an actual 
war” between the PLO and 
opponents of Palestinian self- 
rule. 

“Israel is exerting intensive 
pressure on the PLO lead- 
ership to wage an actual war 
against the Palestinian strag- 
glers who oppose the farce of 
self-rule,” the Tisbrin daily 
said in an editorial. 

“Hardly a day passes with- 
out Israeli officials deman- 
ding PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat.... fight without mer- 
cy what they call ‘terrorism’." 
it indicated. 

APalestipian youth was kil- 
led Saturday in the West 
Bank town of Raroallah in 
protests organised by the fun- 
damentalists, and eight 
pthers were injured. 

Israel has urged the 
Palestinians to rein in Islamic 
fundamentalists opposed to 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess. 

Tishrin also accused the 
PLO leadership of abandon- 
ing Palestinian rights and for- 
saking the lives of those who 
fought Israel in favour of an 
“illusive authority which has 
no existence in reality.” 


French woman attacked 
as Algeria parties meet 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — A 
65-year-old French woman 
was injured Sunday in an 
attack near her Home in 
northwest Algeria, medical 
sources said, the latest in a 
series of attacks on expatri- 
ates in the country. 

Witnesses said four men 
carried out the attack in Sig. 
400 kilometres west of the 
capital, then fled. 

Further details were not 
immediately available. There 
was no claim of responsibility 
for the attack, but the locality 
is considered a fief of Emir 
Benaicha of the Islamic 
Salvation Army, though to be 
an umbrella organisation 
bringing together armed 
groups. 

The attack came weeks af- 
ter the slating of five French- 
men in the capital. The 
Armed Islamic Group, consi- 
dered the most radical group, 
claimed responsibility for 
that attack, part of its 
strategy to rid tne country of 
what It says are pagan out- 
siders. 

More than 4,000 people 
have been killed in some 30 
months of violence. Of those. 
58 have been foreigners — 15 
of them French. 

Medical sources in Si£, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity-, identified Sun- 
day’s victim as Marie-Jose 
Rolande Deiderio. They said 
she was injured in the neck, 
but was expected to survive. 

Security forces did not im- 
mediately confirm the attack. 

It cable as president 
Liamine Zeroual opened a 
meeting Sunday with five 
opposition parties in a new 
effort to end the crisis pitting 
the country against itself. 

Three parties invited to the 


“dialogue" refused to attend, 
and the key player, the Isla- 
mic Salvation From, was not 
asked to join. 

The banned movement, 
the most popular force in the 
country, is credited with 
backing the “jihad." 

The front's deputy leader. 
Ali Belhadj. jailed since June 
1991 , demanded “recogni- 
tion” and “respect" for 
armed groups in a letter to 
Mr. Zeroual, according to 
the front which this weekend 
made public a resume of the 
July 22 letter. 

The National Liberation 
Front (FLN) the former rul- 
ing party, agreed to attend 
the meeting while expressing 
scepticism about its outcome. 
Olner parties attending were: 
The Movement for Democra- 
cy in Algeria, of former presi- 
dent Anmad Ben Bella, the 
Algerian Renewal Party and 
two moderate Islamic panics. 
Hamas and Al Nahdah. 

Those refusing to attend 
were the Front Tor Socialist 
Forces, which wants the Isla- 
mic Salvation Front associ- 
ated with discussions, and 
two parties vehemently 
opposed to political Islam,- 
the Rally for Culture and 
Democracy and the former 
pro-communist party, now 
known as Euabaddi.’ 

FLN Secretary General 
Abdul Hamid Mehri told a 
news conference his party 
would pull out if “this dia- 
logue is destined like those in 
the past to cover decisions, 
taken in advance.” 

A scries of talks arranged 
since September 1992 by Mr. 
.Zeroual s predecessors have 
all failed. 
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Carlos capture unleashes 


anti-Sudan media frenzy 


CAIROi (Agencies) — The 
arrest of Carlos the Jackal 
has presented the Egyptian 
media with a golden oppor- 
tunity to heap accusations on 
Khartoum over Sudan's 


allegscj' links to ‘internation- 
al terrorism.” 


For the past five days the 
media ^has had a field day, 
joining forces to highlight the 
“special ties” between Carlos 
and the Islamic junta led by 
Geqpral Omar Al Bashir. 

Egypt accuses Sudan of 
training Islamic extremists on 
its territory and relations be- 
tween the two countries have 
also been severely strained 
ovqr a border dispute. 

“The Sudanese regime, not 
content with terrorising its 
oeople (..) also thought it 
cuuld terrorise the whole 
worid by exporting terrorism 
through mercenaries who are 
trained to ^tray and to kfll," 
saiu ^hrahim Seada, editor of 
the weekly Akhbar Al Yom, 
in a cofnir.c n uuj Saturday. 

He added that jad 

ajrrivea in Sudan from Beirut 
at J 4be end of 1793. 

Suaan’s call to t Le UniL i 
States to strike it burn ! ** 
blacklist of countries support- 
ing “terrorism” after it hand- 
ed Carlos over to France was 
dismissed in the press here as 
“nonsense.” 

And the U.S. decision to 
ignpfe the demand, despite 
the international acclaim for 
Carlos' capture, was warmly 
welcomed in the Egyptian 
capital. 

State television broadcast 
four times on Friday a secret 
recording to Carlos apparent- 
ly living it up at a party in 
Khartoum. 

The hidden camera had 
caught Carlos “surrounded 
by beautiful women at parties 
where the alcohol flowed 
freely.’' the commentator 


said. 

It stressed that this “con- 
tradicts the Sudanese regime, 
which claims to enforce Shar- 
ia" or Islamic law, under 
which alcohol is strictly for- 
bidden. 

Shortly after the arrest of 
Carlos the daily Al Ahram Al 
Massai wrote: ‘Sudan has to 
stop sheltering all the terror- 
ists and not just one,” if it 
wanted the West to recognise 
h and be taken off the “ter- 
rorism” blacklist. 

It also charged that Sudan 
had given refuge to a Saudi 
militant fundamentalist, Osa- 
ma Ben Laden, suspected of 
funding 1 extremist groups 
operating in Egypt. 

In 1992 Muslim militants 
launched a violent campaign 
to topple the secular govern- 
ment of President Hosni 
Mubarak, in which about 400 
>le have been killed so 


tried that any deal was done 
to clinch the arrest, and has 
said the extradition was in 
“observance of international 
conventions.” 

Caries was arrested while 
undergoing liposuction to re^ 
move fat from around his 
waist, the Sunday Observer 
of London reported. 

The newspaper quoted a 
Sudanese doctor in Cairo as 
saying Carlos had been 
admitted to a private hospital 
in Khartoum and that French 
agents seized him after he 
was rendered unconscious by 
anaesthetic. 

Carlos, whose real name is 
Ditch Ramirez Sanchez, was 
arrested last week in Sudan 
and extradited to France to 
stand trial for attacks author- 
ities allege he carried out 
dining his left-wing guerrilla 
of the 1970s and 


The daily Al Ahram pub- 
lished an editorial Friday by 
Ibrahim Nafee, who is dose 
to Mr. Mubarak, saying that 
“according to recent and pre- 
cise information, Iran forced 
Sudan to extradite Carlos to 
\aace.” 

The move was a trade-off 
<or The “extradition of two 
banian leaden by France to 
Iran.” 


In December France extra- 
dited to Iran two Iranian 
nationals wanted by Switzer- 
land to face charges for die 
murder of an Iranian opposi- 
tion leader, Kazem Rajavi 
The rebel Sudan People's 
Liberation Army (SPLA) has 
accused France of providing 
Khartoum with military 
assistance in exchange for 
Carlos, and charged that 
Sudan “remains one of the 
nerve-centres of modern ter- 


rorism. 


But Sudan has strongly de- 


The Observer said the 
dumpy Carlos had been 
admitted to a hospital nm by 
Sudan's National Islamic 
Front for liposuction, a com- 
mon cosmetic operation in 
which doctors vacuum fat out 
from under the skin. 

But once he was anaesthe- 
tised, French agents took him 
away. 

Authorities have not said 
how Carlos was arrested and 
there Has been intense spe- 
culation about who told au- 
thorities where he was and 
how the French government 
persuaded the Sudanese to 
extradite him. 

Lawyers for the Vene- 
zuelan-born Carlos say he 
was arrested illegally and that 
be w&a dragged. 

France and Sudan have re- 
peatedly denied any deal in 
the capture of Carlos, who 
bombed his way to a grue- 
some notoriety in the 1970s 
and 1980s. 


Cost of Turkey’s Kurdish 


war scales new heights 


ANKARA (R) — A pro- 
Kurdish newspaper, citing 
than it said were internal 
Turkish government figures, 
painted a devastating picture 
on Saturday of the human 
and economic cost of the 
10-year guerrilla war with 
Kurdish separatists. 

The Istanbul daily Ozgur 
Ulke, quoting what it said 
was a report by the political 
department of Turkey's 
National Security Council, 
said almost 22,000 people, 
double most estimates, have 
been killed in fighting in the 
largely Kurdish southeast. 

Many of those killed in the 
hit-and-run war were civi- 
lians. it said. 

Entitled “The Kurdish 
Problem,” the study also put 
the cost of a decade of war, 
including lost economic activ- 
ity in the impoverished re- 
gion. at $179 billion, the 
newspaper said. 

Nevertheless, the docu- 
ment suggested no let-up in 
the iron-fist approach: 
“There is no turning back 
from this stage, and the strug- 
gle against the (separatists) 
will continue." 

There was no way to con- 
firm the authenticity of the 
study, and Ozgur Ulke — 
which is close to the banned 
separatists Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK) — said only that 
it came from a source on the 
National Security Council. 

Officials at the security 
council, a powerful advisory 
body dominated by top milit- 
ary commanders, could not 
be reached for comment. 

Publication of the figures 
appeared to be pan of a 
campaign to pressure the 
government to abandon its 


hardline tactics. Earlier this 
week PKK leader Abdullah 
Ocalan marked the 10th 
anniversary of the Middle 
East's deadliest war with ah 
offer of a ceasefire and even- 
tual talks. 

According to the report, 
11.750 soldiers, police, vil- 
lage guards and their families 
have died in fighting between 
the PICK'S military wing and 
the security forces — far 
higher than public statements 
by die government. 

Of these more than 4,000 
were village guards, selected 
and paid by the stale, family 
members and other civilians. 

At the same time, it put the 
separatists' losses at 6,443 
PKK fighters and another 
3,330 civilian sympathisers, 
who the document said were 
branded as “terrorists’* after 
their deaths. 

Some 960 villages have 
been emptied, wholly or in 
part, in the army's campaign 
to deprive th PKK fighters of 
sanctuary among the general 
population. Another 39 vil- 
lages have been the target of 
army attacks, or “opera- 
tions." 

Government officials have 
put the annual cost of the 
counter-insurgency at $7 bil- 
lion a year, with total losses 
at around 12,500 people. 

With limited access to the 
remote fighting and a full- 
scale propaganda war waged 
by both sides, it is impossible 
to assess the true extent of 
casualties or damage. 

Nevertheless, there were 
signs that Prime Minister 
Tansu Ciller, who has vowed 
to finish off the PKK, and her 
coalition partners are having 
second thoughts. 



Tansu Ciller 


News accounts of a visit 
this week to the southeast by 
Ms. Ciller and senior minis- 
ters said the government was 
prepared to reevaluate ele- 
ments of its get-tough policy. 

Interior Minister Nahit 
Mentese was quoted by Hur- 
riyet newspaper as saying the 
evacuation drive bad been 
abused. “Of course there are 
some villages where the au- 
thorities have gone a bit too 
far,” he said. 

Ms. Ciller’s deputy, Murat 
Karayaldn, pledged to re- 
view the policy upon his re- 
turn to Ankara, the newspap- 
er said. 


T&s Associated Press adds: 
Some 17 million Kurds live in 
Turkey, Iran, Syria and the 
three governments have been 
wary of the U.N.-backed ex- 
periment in Kurdish auton- 
omy which followed the 1991 
Gulf war. 

The Iraqi Kurdish enclave 
is protected by U.N. guards 
and U.S., British and French 
warplanes based m Turkey. 

Full statehood for the three 
million Kurds in northern 
Iraq could encourage their 
brethren elsewhere to push 
for greater self-rule or inde- 
pendence. 


. 

t complex where Carlos fired la Khartoum (AFP photo) 


Iraq is ready to agree on U.N. deal 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Saeed Al Sahaf told Pakistan 
on Saturday that Baghdad 
was ready to agree on a pack- 
age to have the U.N. Gulf 
crisis trade blockade lifted, 
the Pakistani government 
said. 

Mr. Sahaf, who is v isiting 
certain Security Council 
member states to canvass 
support for ending sanctions, 
made bis comment during 
talks with Pakistani Foreign 
Minister Assef Ahmad Ali, 
the government said in a 
statement. 

But the statement gave no 
details of the package. 

Mr. Ah' said Iraq had made 


what he called appreciable 
progress in implementing 
Security Council resolutions. 


But the statement quoted 
him as referring to “difficul- 
ties that persisted in the 
Security Council on the ques- 
tion of a dear recognition of 
Kuwait’s sovereignty and ter- 
ritorial integrity, recognition 
of the borders and the con- 
cern about the Kuwaitis mis- 
sing in action." 

It quoted Mr. Sahaf as 
saying that Iraq was “ready 
to agree on a package within 
the framework of the Secur- 
ity Council resolutions that 
would meet all these con- 
cerns.” 


The Security Council im- 
posed the trade blockade 
shortly after Iraq’s August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. It 
has linked its lifting to Iraqi 
compliance with the 1991 
Gulf war ceasefire terms, in- 
ducting scrapping its weapons 
on mass destruction. 


Pakistan, which sent 
11,000 troops to help defend 
Saudi Arabia as part of a 
U.S.-led coalition that drove 
Iraqi troops from Kuwait, has 
observed the Gulf crisis trade 
blockade. 


Mr. Ali said it had adopted 
a “constructive approach in 
the Sednity Council in order 
to alleviate' die sufferings of 


the Iraqi people and to bring 
stability to the region.” 

He. said Pakistan would 
“favourably 1 examine the 
package proposal whgn it is 
made.” 

The statement .said Mr. 
Sahaf briefed Mr. Ali on Ira- 
qi steps to implement the- 
various Security Council re-: 
solutions, “including Iraq’s 
readiness to comply with the 
requirements, of long-term 
monitoring” of its weapons 
systems — at one - time a 
stumbling block. 

A Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man said Mr. Sahaf might 
also meet Pakistani Prime. 
Minister Benazir Bhutto. 


Arab- American group denounces reported 


embassy moves to Jerusalem, calls for action 


By a Jordan Tunes 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — An Arab- 
American lobbying group on 
Sunday denounced reported 
moves by three Latin Amer- 
ican countries to shift their 
embassies to Jerusalem and 
called on Arab countries to 
seek an urgent U.N. Security 
Council debate on the issue. 

The Jordan office of the 
Washington-based 
American-Arab Anti- 
Discrimination Committee 
(ADC), in a statement issued 
here, also called for sanctions 
against the governments. of 
Bolivia, Paraguay and the 
Dominican Republic if they 
moved their embassies to 
Jerusalem in an explicit rec- 
ognition of Israel’s daim to 
the Holy City as its “eternal, 
indivisible capital.” 

The status of Jerusalem, 
holy to Muslims, Christians 
and Jews, is the most difficult 
issues facing the Arabs and 
Israel in the 34-momh-old 


peace process. 

While Israel claims the city 
as its capital and has vowed 
never to relinquish its grip on 
the dty, the Palestinians see 
die Arab eastern part of Jeru- 
salem as the capital of their 
future independent state. 

Jordan, which plays a his- 
toric religious role vis-a-vis 
the Islamic shrines in Jeru- 
salem, supports the Palesti- 
nian quest for political 
sovereignty over the Holy 
.City and favours a multi- 
religious approach to the 
issue of the holy shrines of 
the three religions there. . 

Very few countries recog- 
nise Israel's daim to Jeru- 
salem as its capital and refuse 
to move their missions to the 
Holy Gty. 

Even the U.S. Israel’s 
guardian ally, does not accept 
tire Jewish state’s daim. 

Reports said last week that 
Bolivia, Paraguay and the 
Dominican Republic had 
come under Israeli pressure 
to move the missions or face 


the dosure of Israeli missions 
in- their capitals. 

The ADC statement said: 

“The American Arab 
Anti-Discrimination Com- 
mittee, regional office for the 
Middle East in Amman, con- 
demns and rejects outright 
this measure and believes 
that it constitutes a blatant 
breadi of the U.N. resolu- 
tions on the status of Jeru- 
salem. 

“The ADC warns that 
moving the embassies to 
Jerusalem would only add 
complications to a very sensi- 
tive issue and jeopardises the 
entire peace process. 

“The unilateral measure 
taken by these three coun- 
tries defies all U.N. resolu- 
tions on Jerusalem. 

“The ADC calls upon the 
governments of Bolivia, Pa- 
raguay and die Dominican 
Republic not to yield to the 
Israeli blackmail and to abide 
by U.N. resolutions. 

“The ADC wishes to state 
to these three countries that 


their measure constitutes a 
violation of rights of Arab 
Palestinians, Muslims' and 
Christians in the dty of Jeru- 
salem. 


“The ADC warns that the 
Arabs should never have dif- 
ferences on the issues of 
Palestine and Jerusalem and 
the Palestinian people’s 
legitimate rights in this re- 
gard. Therefore, the ADC 
urges the Arab countries to 
move promptly and call for 
the convening of ah emergen- 
,cy U.N. Security Gmndl ses- 
sion to stop these three coun- 
tries from violating the re- 
lated U.N. resolutions on 
Jerusalem and to .impose 
appropriate sanctions, in- 
ducting economic sanctions, 
on the thrde countries should 
they insist -on their illegal 
move. 


“ADC further calls upoh 
the concerned U.N. agencies 
to. interfere immediately to 
stop this serious breadi oif the 
international legitimacy.'' 


Suspected mastermind of Hi gg ins* abduction killed 


BEIRUT (AP) — The sus- 
pected mastermind of the fat- 
al kidnapping of U.S. Marine 
Colond Wiffiam R. Higgins 
in 1988 has died in a myste- 
rious car^ accident in Tehran, 
a magazine reported 

The Arabic-langnage Al 
Shiraa weekly quoted un- 
named knowledgable sources 
in Tehran as saying Munzer 
Hassan Rammal perished in 
what “seemed to be a pre- 
arrranged accident to get rid 
of him.” 

The report could not be 
idnependently verified. Al 
Shiraa gained fame in 1986 
for revealing the Iran-contra 
affair in which President 1 
Ronald Reagan sold weapons 
to Iran to win the release of 
U S. hostages, then channel- 


led the proceeds to contra 
rebels in Nicaragua. 

Rammal was a security 
chief of tire Iranian-backed 
Hizbollah, or Party of God, 
in South Lebanon when Hig- 
gins was abudeted Feb. 17, 
1988 near the southern dty of 
*I>re. 

Al Shiraa said the 
Lebanese Shiite was killed 
after “Iranian security offi- 
cials learned erf contacts be- 
tween Rammal ami Islamic 
quarters in the banian capital 
maintaining Hnlnt with West- 
ern aides. 

“Iran was apprehensive 
that information about Hig- 
gins’ murder could leak from 
Rammal,” the magazine said. 

Higgins, was chief of a 
76-member observer force 


attached to U.N. peackeep- 
ing troops in Sooth Lebanon. 

The group that kidnapped 
him, the Organisation of the 
Oppressed on Earth, re- 
leased a videotape July 31, 
1989, that purportedly 
showed Higgins dangling 
from a makeshift gallows. 

The group said be had 
been executed in retaliation 
for Israel’s abduction of a 
Hizbotiah-linked Shiite cler- 
ic, Sheikh Abdul Karim 
Obeid, in South Lebanon 
July 29, 1989. 

U.S. mtelfigence reports 
have said Higgms died earlier 
while under torture. 

Al Shiraa said Rammal was 
taken to Tehran, along with 
other Hizbollah activists link- 
ed to the hostage-taking of 


the 1980s, after the ■ longest- 
held and last U.S. hostage, 
Terry Anderson, was freed in 
December 1991. 

Mr. Anderson was chief 
Middle East correspondent 
for the Associated Press 
when he was abducted ’ in 
Beirut March 16, 1985. 

His release signalled the 
end of the hostage- taking 
saga that characterised the 
latter years of Lebanon’s 
1975-1990 dvfl war. 

More than 90 Westerners 
were kidnapped between 
1983 and 1991. Some were 
freed after a few days, several 
efied in captivity and a hand- 
ful escaped. Most were re- 
leased under deals negotiated 
by their governments or U.N. 
mediators. 
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18:30 ............. News in French 
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CHURCHES 

S*. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swaffeb. Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of Cod Church* Tel. 
632785. „ 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Aranmctottan Tel. 
637440. M 

De la SaDe Church Tel. 661757 
Tenasancta Cbmxh Tel: 622366 
Church of t be A uuum fadon Td. 
623541. 


Aoglcan Church Td. 630851. Td. 

628543. 

Anacnho Catholic Church Td. 
771331. 

Anneflten Orthodox Church Td- 

775261. 

St. Ephrahu Church Td. 771751. 
Amman Interna dona! Church Td. 
652526. 

Ev a ngeli c al L u ther an Church Td: 
824328. 

GcrnuuMpeaUaK Evangefleal Coo- 
gre gi tion Td. 684195 
The Litler-Diy Saints Tel. 654932 
Church of Nu aai wae TeL675681. 
The E vau g dk d Local Church in 



Td. 811295 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Hot weather conditions will pre- 
vail whh winds northeasterly mod- 
erate. In Aoaba. winds win be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 

MioJMax. temp. 

Amman 22/37 

Aqab* 25/41 

Deserts 20 139 

Jordan Valley 24/40 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 35. Aqaba 39 Humidity 
readings: Amman 31 per cent. 
Aqaba 20 per eent- 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Ghaleb Zawmdcfa 736011 

Dr. KhaktounAsfbur 666873 

Dr. Adnari Zttbloul 898140 

Dr. Fiakher Behead 663412 

fires pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asemn pharmacy ...1 637055 

Naireukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yacoob pharmacy 644945 

Shmcoani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujta pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: , 

Dr. Akxam Momam 248793 

Alqods pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. YahyaTarifi 981520 

Khalifch pharmacy 965417. 


EMERGENCIES Pood 

Control Centre .. — 637111 

CMI Defence Department 661111 
Chrn Defence immediab: 

Rescue - 630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bant 775121 

Highway police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pub& Security Department 630321 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

_ Com plaints 787111 

Telephone Information 
(directory assu r ance) ......... 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 
Repairs — ....... 623101 

Abdili Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricit y Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company... — ............. 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 

Ouccn Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hncscta Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khafidi Maternity. J. Amu 

644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 
Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmchani 664171/4 

ShmeBani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital — 845845 

Al-Mnasfaer Hospital — 667227/9 

The Islamic, AWafi 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdafi 664164/6 

Itafian. At-Mnhajreen ... 777101/3 
Al-Bastair. J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army. Marta 891611/15 

Qoecn AGa Hospital ....602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

Ibn Sara Hospital (I 

Altfikm Modem Ho^riul 

BHD: 

Prince* Basra Hoiptal .—«( 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

On AJ Nate Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hays Hosp&al (113)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


77l« information is supplied by 

Rqyd Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Ouccn Alia In- 


ternational Airport Tel. (08)S 7200- 
5, where it should always be veri- 
fied. 



arrivals 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights • 

(Tarmbial 1) 

2 s ®? - Damascus (RJ) 

•£2 — Jeddah (RI) 

IfeOB ...... Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

18*18 « Riyadh ?Rji 

JJ2® Beirut /RJ) 

l* 5 ®* New De/hi (RJ) 

17s5* Cairo (RJ) 

1840 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

Bfc40 Sanaa (RJ) 

* MS Moscow (RJ) 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

Musciu A^Dhabi |gF) 

Sanaa (IY) 

Rome (AZ) 

Cairo (MS) 

K— ctfBjn 

Amsterdam (KL) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Rights ' 1 

(Terminal 1) 

9fc45 Beirut (RJ) 

Amsterdam, Chicago (Rj) 

!** Frankfurt, Copenhagen i Rji 

b . Mosc °w (RJ) 

ITS hahram.Doha/RJ) 

US™" ■ DhahranjRj) 

ZMO .... Al Ain, Abu Dhabi (Rj) 
Dubai. Muscat (Rj) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2 ) 

JJS •• ^noumfSD). 

Bahrain, Abu Dhabi, Muscat (GF) 

JfS. : Sapa(h-) 

® Z:3 ® Amsterdam (KL) 


envoy 
seeks aid for 
Palestinian 



■■■ 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — One year after the 
Israel-Falestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) peace 1 
deal was secretly sign^ in 
Oslo, the Norwegian middle. ' 
man in the talks appealed on 

Saturday for rapid world aid 

to help Palestinians cement 

self-rule in Gaza and Jericho. 

Terje Roed Larsen, a for- 
mer adviser to the Norwegian 
foreign ministry and the- 
newly-appointed U,N. spe- 
cial coordinator in the Middle 
East, told Reuters- th^t 
poverty was the worst enemy 
of the peace accord. 

He said disbursement. Of 
donor funds in Gaza atQd- 
Jericho, which came under .. 
self-rule in May, had been 
too slow. International 
donors have pledged $2.4 bit 
lion to help (he PLO develop 

and assert control oyer the 

areas. ; 

“This political Settlement 
will fail if the economic 
(problems) are not solved"’ 
Mr. Roed Larsen said. • 

■ “My message to the donor? “ 
is that we have to fight tin 
three battle fronts to keeptije 
self-rule experiment from 
■ collapsing, the political front,, 
the economic and the general 
welfare.'.’ • ; 

The donors have sought 
guarantees of transparency 
and accountability, from tlje 
PLO to ensure their money 

would be used property m 

development projects. ! 

“One of the problems tap- 
ing the self-rule deal has been 
the bridging mechanism be- 

tween the donors. and tlje 
Palestinian recipients, and n 
is very, complicated," Mr. 
Roed Larsen said. - ! 

He said one of the raaj$r 
tasks of his U.N. office was to 

work with the United Nations 

Development Programde 
(UNDP) to make separate 

contacts with the donors and 

the Palestinian self-rule, ait- ’ 
thority. ; ; 

“My office has been Setting 
up contracts with donors that 
axe easy to understand. -4- 
wbere the UNDP ’guarantees 

transparency and acoouiita- 

tglity with the donors — and 

then we negotiate with tfie- 

Palestinian side,". Mr. Roed 
Larsen said. : 

“So donors put the monex 
in tire UNDP account andvf 

goes to the Palestinian au- 

thority’s account the next 
day, and we monitor pro- 
jects,”’ he said.. 

Since his arrival in Gaza in 
July, Mr. Roed Larsen has ’ 

managed to persuade donors 

to start pumping money for 

job-creating projects in Gata 

Strip such as .a *$19 mOtion 

clean-up expected to gener- 

ate 15,000 job opportunities. 
Mr. Rood Larsen said be 

came to live in Gaza Strip tar 

the five-year interim period, 
of self-rule to help ensure the 
experiment is a success. 

He has held extensive talks 
with Israeli .Prime Minister 
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facilitating the work of U.N. 
bodies which support the 
Palestinian economy. 

Mr. Roed Larsen also'said 
Sunday this year’s Nobel 
Peace Prize, should be shared 
by two Palestinian and two 
Israeli leaders. j 

“(PLO leader Yasser) Ara- 
fat, (Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak) Rabin, (Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimoa) 
Peres, jand ‘Abu Mazeh 
(PLO Executive Committee ■ 
member Mahmoud Abbas) 
should share the peace 
prize, “.he said. ‘> 

“This is the peace of the 
brave and bravery applies 
equally to these four." * 
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H1IAZ SAILWAY 

TRAIN 

Dqp. Areaun 5:00 every Mooday 
Ait. Dueracos 

5:00 p.m."- every Monday 
Dtp. Dimascvs 

7:30 a.a. every Sotidaj 
Arr. 4a ni.ni , 

. 5:00 p.m. every Siicday 
MARKET PRICES- 
Uppc rimer price m fib per kfc 

Apple mm 

Banana 680 

Banana (Mulummar) 610 

Cabbage 120/60 

Carrot 3SK2» 

Cauliflower 22 ff 1W 

Cucumbm (large) 200/130 

Cucumbers (sreaD) 370/280 

Eggplant 2BV 12» 

Fig 45W3W 

Garlic ; 900 ^ 

Grapes 380/260 

Guava 550/438 

Lcmoo 350 / 289 

Marrow (large) 200 / 1® 

Marrow (smafl) 420 /2W 

Mulukhiah 130 $ 

Okra j 200 / S# 

Orange 500/ S# 

Onion (dty) 27071® 

Sweet Melon IW 1 ® 

Pepper (hot) 240/ 1® 

Pepper (sweet) 

PoeicrgraiGte 350 / 2® 

Potato *0/?3$ 

Peaches :... 800/500 

Tomato 

Suing beans COOf 400 
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Home News 


abinet names ministerial panel 
> draft speech from the Throne 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Finance, Interior, State for 
gbjnetStmaay approved tbc -Foreign Affairs, Industry and 
setting np ofa ministerial Trade as well as Culture. 
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general of the Ministry erf 
Public Works and Housing. 

Mr. Jaghbir was director 
general of the Government 
Tenders Department. 

The Council of Ministers 
also approved a recom- 
mendation by the Cabinet’s 
Development Council to set 


up a national development 
committee. The committee 
will include as members 
several professors from 
Jordanian universities. 

The recommendation was 
first issued by Minister of 
Water and Irrigation Saleh 
trsbeidal stressing die need 
to set up a team of specialists 
in geological and geo- 
technical fields to monitor 
quality control issues when 
carrying out projects and to 
inspect the geological fea- 
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King receives cable from Senegal presklent Special computer training course opens 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Sunday AMMAN (Petra) — A training course on the uses of 

rec eived a cable from Senegalese President Abdou Diotrf computers in managing projects started at the Jordan 

onoisha 1 ^ ni congratulating him on Prophet Mohammad’s birthday. Mr. Management Institute. The course, in which 'several 

on to heIn\^ pT^ -- ; D* 00 * wshed the King good health and happiness and the directors of government and private sector institutions are 

nd astea c • k* ^ on * an * an P 60 ^* further progress and prosperity. participating, aims to acquaint the participants with means 

reas. 1 v '" ::Cji nrt ... . . , of managing and distributing resources, drawing plans and . 

“This poll , ., Royal Decree approves d(C chief appointment timetables and cost calculations through the use of compu- 

Trihfci! :1 *•' AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree Sunday was issued ^ 

fr rSSV f ar ’ n< * app»win« * Cabinet decision appointing Mohammad ah Sudanese team visits educational centre 

“VtT™ Ursen '*k ‘ Saad A! Batayneh as director general of the Jordan 

rhar mcL ^ £ = L ' "- 1 it: - ! Investment Corporation (JIC) as of Aug. 1, 1994. AMMAN (Petra) — A Sudanese delegation Sunday visited 

*«■•* !o j£- the National Centre for Educational Research and De- 

j?* *J? iuc f ro-.u :o K-’ Festival preparations velopment to get familiarised with the centre’s experiment 

Ji- ■ ex P e ''roca: ; . in establishing educational database systems and their uses. 

Her Royal Highness Princess Alia Bint A1 Hussein, in order to establish similar systems in Sudan. The 

! e economic and th t r .v president of the Royal Jordanian Arabian Thoroughbred delegation was received by Centre Director Victor Bilieh 

Society, and chairperson of the Arab Society of Arabian who briefed the members on the duties of the centre. The 

ine donor; have -. Horses, Sunday chairs a meeting for participants in the delegation's four-day visit to Jordan comes as part of 

iarantett of irar^ -I Fifth Arabian Horse Festival which will be held in Jordan. existing cooperation between the centre and the Sudanese 

id accountability P ar tic i p a t i ng in the festival are several Arab and foreign Ministry of Education and aims to pave the way for 

-O to ensure then V countries. Princess Alia stressed the importance of provid- launching a joint project under which tne centre will offer 

3uld be Lied pror-^T mg the necessary care of Arabian horses and reviewed the technical assistance to the Sudanese Ministry of Education, 

velopment project"’ activities of the festival. She said seven Arab countries in The programme is expected to last for two years. 

addition to Jordan will participate in the Sept 20-24 event _ . , . , . 

t yfnr.h grit] include races and a iho wjuaipin g championship- OOClfll GUUCfltlOn pTOgTSITIVYIG DGglllS 

Princess Alia said the festival win include a 43-kilomctrc * 

jwarathnw race which will start from AI Hananeh P alace in. MADABA (Petra) — The Bani Harm da Local Develop- 

Mhwwaqar and end at Anna Palace. The festival will be ment Centre Sunday launched a social education program- 

held in cooperation with the ministries of Youth, Tourism mc to benefit trainees enrolled at other courses in the 

and Antiquities Agriculture, Public Works and Housing, centre. Fifteen women are participating in the programme 

and Yarmook University and the Greater Amman Muniri- which aims to educate them on health, religious and social 

paw issues in addition to the role of the centre and the Ministry 

of Social Development As part of the activities of the 
RJ prepares to resume Aden flights programme, the participants will hear lectures and receive 

practical training on voluntary work and will be familia- 
AMMAN (Petra) — Royal Jordanian (RJ) has made rised with the role of educated and qualified women in 
arrangements to resume flights to Aden airport in Yemen developing the society, 
as soon as the airport is re-opened, an official source at the .. , , . . , 

national air carrier said Sunday. The official said the Pl&IUlGCI WOFTlBll $ SOCIGty CnOOFSCS ITS system 
airport, dosed during the Yemeni dvfl war, is expected to 

re-open next week. The source said that RJ was one of the DEER ABEE S AEED (Petra) — The constituent assembly 

fast airline* to resume flights to the Sanaa airport after the °f AI Koura District Women’s Society held a meeting 

end of the dvfl war. Sunday and endorsed the basic system of the society. 

Constituent assembly member Rima Tashman expressed 

Factory management programme Starts hope that the system wiH be approved by the concerned 

authorities soon to enable the society to commence work 
AMMAN (Petra) — Institute of Public Administration since the district feus far does not have a women’s society. 

Director General Zuhair AI Kayed Sunday opened at Ms. Tashman said the society aims to help women in 

1 Anna Hotel in Amman a programme on projects and e st ab li s hin g income-generating projects and to help the 
financial management for workers in Arab cement factories handicapped in the district. 

and companies. Dr. Kayed said participants in the week- _ „ , . .. . . ., _ . . . ^ , 

long programme will discuss various issues related to Polluted S3lt dGStroycd III Dsir AfaCfi SflGGd 

managing projects, international standards and specified- ___ _ 4T __ . _ _ . _ 

turns, planning and financial analysis. DEER ABEE SAEED (Petra) The Derr Abee Saeed 

Health Department Sunday destroyed 750 kilogrammes of 
Jordan to attend conference In India polluted salt after the quantity was unfit for consumption. 

The department said samples of salt purchased by bakery 
AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will participate in an interna- owners in the Deir Abee Saeed district from Al Azraq 

' tional conference to be organised by the Indian Council on Cooperative Society were examined at its laboratories after 

International Affairs, due to start in Incfia Aug. 24. complaints by the bakers. It said its personnel are 

Participants in the three-day conference will discuss issues continuing to take other samples from the various areas of 

related to the United Nations peace-keeping efforts around the district to check if there are still otheT polluted 

the world and economic systems. Jordan will be repre- quantities. The department said the bakery owners will be 

seated at the conference by Vice-President of the Interna- compensated for all destroyed quantities. 

^ *** Taher " Sharia Sciences course to start 

Orphans summer camp ends amman (petra) _ A ga ^ m , on 

AMMAN (Petra) — A summer camp for orphaned Sharia Sciences at Universities — Reality and Aspiration” 

children organised by the United Nations Relief and and Tuesday will open at the Jordanian Arabic Language 

Works Asency fUNRW A) , the Young Women’s Christian Academy. The conference, organised by the International 

Association (YWCA) and the Papal Mission in Amman Islamic Thought Institute, the Islamic Studies and Re- 

conduded Sunday at UNRWA’s Teachers Training Col- search Centre and the universities of Jordan, Yarmouk, 

lege. About 255 orphaned Palestinian refugees took part in and Mata, wffl focus on the need to develop sharia sciences 

the activities of the two-week camp. It aimed to train the and the relations of these sciences to the Arabic language 

partidpants on the use of computers, arts, handicrafts, and humanitarian and social sciences. Renowned profes- 

sdencctaekwoiKlo and music. The camp is held annually sors and scholars from Jordan and other Arab and Islamic 

bv the YWCA since it was launched 23 years ago. countries will participate m the conference. 


jnarathon race which will start from Al Harraneh Palace in. 
hftzwwaqar and end at Arms Palace. The festival mil be 
held in cooperation with the ministries of Youth, Tourism 
and Antiquaries, Agriculture, Public Works and Housing, 
and Yarmook University and the Greater Amman Muniri- 



RJ prepares to resume Aden flights 

AMMAN (Petra) — Royal Jordanian (RJ) has made 
arrangements to resume flights to Aden airport in Yemen 
as soon as the airport is re-opened, an official source at the 
national air carrier said Sunday. The official said the 
airport, dosed during the Yemeni dvfl war, is expected to 
re-open next week. Tne source said that RJ was one of the 
fast airlines to resume flights to the Sanaa airport after the 
end of the dvfl war. 

Factory management programme starts 

AMMAN (Petra) — Institute of Public Administration 
Director General Zuhair Al Kayed Sunday opened at 
Amra Hotel in Amman a programme on projects and 
financial management for workers in Arab cement factories 
and companies. Dr. Kayed said partidpants in the week- 
long programme will discuss various iss ue s related to 
managing projects, international standards and specifica- 
tions, planning and financial analysis. 

Jordan to attend conference In India 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will participate in an interna- 
' tional conference to be organised by the Indian Council on 
International Affairs, due to start in Incfia Aug. 24. 
Participants in the three-day conference will discuss issues 
relateato the United Nations peace-keeping efforts around 
the world and economic systems. Jordan will be repre- 
sented at the conference by Vice-President of the Interna- 
tional Affairs Sodety Taher Hikmat. 

Orphans summer camp ends 

-AMMAN (Petra) — A summer camp for orphaned 
children organised by the United Nations Relief mid and 
Works Agency (UNRWA), the Young Women’s Christian 
Association (YWCA) and the Papal Mission in Amman 
concluded Sunday at UNRWA’s Teachers Training Col- 
lege. About 255 orphaned Palestinian refugees to ok par t in 
tire activities of the two-week camp. It aimed to train the 
'participants on the use of computers, arts, handicrafts. 


.* n "* j ' science, taekwondo and music. Tne camp is held annually 
- 3 n T ■ by the YWCA since it was launched 23 years ago. 
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PLAY 

☆ Children’s play entitled “Long live the Dead Sea” at 
fee Royal Cultural Centre on 20:00- 

1 NOVEL RECITAL 

☆ Novel recital by novefist Tal’at Sbana’a at the Phoenix 
Gallery for Art and Culture at 2WJ0. 

exhibitions 

>* Cfafldren’s school needs exhibition at the Amman Inter- 
national Auto Exhibition, Airport Road (12.-00 noon- 
U^O pjn.) (TeL 714211). 

.☆ Pacing on copper exhibition by Mohammad Jodi at the 

PLO officials agmnst amending charter 
i™*- 1 525- SteliS-Jt 


Phoenix Gallery for Art and Culture (Td. 695291). 

☆ “The Chfld’s World Festival 1994” (containing all 
children needs) at the World Exhibition Center, Uni- 
versity Rood (Tel. 643844). 

if Exhibition of p» fairing by sevtxal Jordanian artists 
entitled “The Fact Between Paintings and Viewers As 
Viewed By Artist” at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

•it Exh ibiti on of new paintings by Dfama Sha m o nnkl at The 
Gallery, Jordan Inter-Continental Hotel (8:00 a.m. - 
7:00 pjn.) 

☆ ExhDrftion of o0 painting* by Princess Wfidan All at the 
Bafoa’ Art Gallery In Fnhds (10:00 a.m.- 8:00 p.m.) 
CTeL 720677). 

☆ Exhibition of pafatisgs by Jordanian and Iraqi artists at 
OrfaH Art Gallery in Umm Utbdna (Tel. 826932). 
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nires that might affect these 
projects. 

TTie Council of Ministers 
also approved an amendment 
to the Central Bank of Jor- 
dan (CBJ) employees sys- 
tems and another amend- 
ment to the allowances sys- 
tem of the Social Security 
Corporation (SSC). 

The amendment provides 
for granting the corporation's 
employees a 10 per cent raise 
provided that tire raise will 
not be less than JD 10. 


Parents need to be educated 
on birth control, says minister 

Seminar opens to analyse fertility data 


AMMAN (Petra) — Labour 
Minister Khaled Ghzawi Sun- 
day called for educating pa- 
rents on birth control, with a 
view to protecting mothers' 
health. 

Addressing the opening 
session of a five-day seminar 
on analysing fertility data in 
Jordan, the minister said that 
the population growth in the 
Kingdom exceeds the natural 
growth in the country, and 
that was largely due to the 
high fertility rate on the one 
hand and die waves of migra- 
tion of people into the coun- 
try on the other. 

He said that these facts 
ought to be taken into 
account by planners and deci- 
sion makers in all matters 
related to population and de- 
velopment. 


Birth control methods 
which should be in line with 
social and Islamic traditions 
are required not only to safe- 
guard mothers' health but 
also to save the Jordanian 
sodety, added Mr. Ghzawi. 

The minister also called for 
protecting sodety from chro- 
nic diseases which cost a 
great deal to treat and which 
drain the country’s resources 
adding that the education of 
families can help achieve thk 
goaL 

Noting that population 
growth was linked to de- 
velopment in tbe social and 
economic fields, tbe minister 
said fertility is considered the 
most important element 

.er i t t .. 


growth and soao-economic 
development. 



Khaled Ghzawi 

Fifteen participants repre- 
senting several government 
ministries and public orga- 


the meeting which was orga- 
nised by the National Popula- 


tion Commission (NPC) in 
cooperation with the U.N. 
Fund for Population Activi- 
ties (UNFPA), 

Working papers to be re- 
viewed at the meeting cover 
population issues measuring 
fertility rates, strategies and 
policies related to population 
in Jordan. 

Nabih Salamch, the NPC 
secretary general, addressed 
the meeting outlining the 
commission’s activities at the 
national level. 

He said the commission 
was addressing questions re- 
lated to spreading public 
awareness concerning 
population issues and de- 
velopment, with the purpose 


population growth with de- 
velopment requirements. 


Interior minister outlines benefits, 
problems of decentralisation 


ZARQA (Petra) — The ap- 
! plication of decentralisation 
policies in the Kingdom faces 
three problems: upgrading 
and modernising laws and 
regulations, financing, and 
recruiting qualified person- 
nel, said interior Minister 
Salameh Hammad Sunday. 

Addressing the opening 
session of a workshop on tbe 
future of decentralisation in 
Jordan, Mr. Hammad said 
tbe Interior Ministry was 
trying to deal with these 
Jssues in cooperation with the 
ministries of Planning, and 
Municipal and Rural Affairs 
and tbe Environment. 

Through decentralisation, 
Jordan hopes to achieve a 
qualitative improvement in 
public administration ser- 
vices, cut red tape and avoid 
complications and routine 
work in public offices, Mr. 
Hammad said at the opening 
of the meeting which was 
sponsored by the United Na- 
tions Development Program- 
me (UNDP). 


When the government 
embarked on applying the 
decentralisation system, 
many people showed 
apprehension; but tbe picture 
is now clear and the Ministry 
of Interior has started draft- 
ing budgets for the various 
go verno rates under the sys- 
tem, said the minister. 

Noting that Zarqa was 
chosen as the first goveroo- 
rate where decentralisation is 
to be applied. Mr. Hammad 
said that tbe city of Zarqa has 
been tbe main recipient of 
population waves after Am- 
man, especially people re- 
turning from the Gulf, and it 
has been faring many prob- 
lems related to reorganisa- 
tion and planning as well as 
issues connected with state- 
owned land and 
environment-related prob- 
lems. 

The minister said that the 
Zarqa Govemorate has also 
been facing enormous 
population growth, random 
factory building and lack of 



Rainwiph Hammad 

proper services, stressing that 
the experience of applying 
decentralisation in Zarqa first 


will benefit the other gov- 
ernors tcs. 

Resident Representative of 
tbe United Nations in Jordan 
Othman Hashem addressed 
the workshop noting that his 
office was providing help to 
the government of Jordan 
through cooperation with the 
Ministry of Planning to help 
it apply the decentralisation 
system which entails giving 
more authority to local gov- 
ernors. 

Stressing that the UNDP 
will continue to provide the . 
necessary assistance to the 
government Mr. Hashem 
said the UNDP will sponsor 
efforts for training personnel 
to qualify to administer the 
new system. 

Later, Mr. Hammad inau- 
gurated the Hashetnieh Mul- 
tipurpose Complex which 
cost JD120.000. He inspected 
a display of photos which 
related the story of tbc Great 
Arab Revolt and the de- 
velopment of the Jordanian 
Armed Forces. 



Police arrest woman 
suspected of murder 


NEW TOUR GUIDES: Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities Secretary General Ghassan Al Mifleh 
Sunday presents a graduate of a three-month tourist 
guide training coarse with a diploma at a ceremony 
held at the University of Jordan where the training 
took place. Seventy-five students were graduated. 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Mafraq police 
Friday apprehended a 28- 
year-old woman who is sus- 
pected of killing her husband 
on a rand) in Al Dejeneh 
area between Irbid and Bala- 
ma highways, according to 
Civil Defence Department 
(ODD) and police sources. 

The authorities found the 
body of Jamil A.A. on the 
ranch, where he worked as 
the foreman, said the CDD 
without explaining how they 
were alerted. 

The CDD report said that 
Jamil received several blows 
to tbe bead with an iron bar, 
causing his immediate death. 

The report said that his 
wife, Hania A.F. was 
arrested by police shortly af- 
ter the incident. 

Authorities contacted by 
the Jordan Times Sunday 
evening would not reveal if 
the woman surrendered and 
why she was a suspect. 

A Mafraq police official 
■told the Jordan Times that 


police still do not know the 
real motive for the kilting, 
but preliminary investiga- 
tions revealed that “it is 
possible that the killing was 
the result of family prob- 
lems." 

Police gave no further de- 
tails, and refused to release 
any other information. 

The body was taken to 
Princess Basina hospital for 
autopsy. Police said they are 
investigating the incident. 

Also on Friday, a 50-year- 
old Ma'an man was listed in 
critical condition after he was 
stabbed by his son, police 
reports said. 

The man. identified only 
by police as M.G.M.. was 
stabbed several times in the 
chest and hands with a switch 
blade by his 17-year-old son, 
the report said. 

The victim told police that 
his son came home drunk, 
ftarted arguing with him. 
drew a blade and began stab- 
bing him. 

When police questioned 
the suspect, he denied stab- 
bing his father. 


Amman Cultural Meeting to review 
the criticism movement in Jordan 


feeir role in anti-Israeli 
Stacks would be allowed in 
&>r tbe duration of a meeting. 

In Geneva, Mr. Arafat 
ihet with the president 
of the United Arab Emi- 
rates, Sheikh Zayed Ben Sol- 
fan Al Nahyan, on Saturday 
pi an apparent attempt to 
repair relations soured by 
PLO support for Iraq in the 
Gulf varT 

No details about the talks 
*eie immediately available 
but sources in Tunis said the 
PLO leader was seeking to 
persuade Sheikh Zayed, who 
o vac atio nin g in the Swiss 
city, to resume transferring 


taxes, deducted from the 
salaries of Palestinians work- 
ing in the UAE, to the PLO. 

The UAE stopped collec- 
tions, which amounted to 
some S9 million, last month. 
Arab diplomats in Abu Dha- 
bi indicated this was because 
the Palestinians now have 
their own authority and can 
do their own collecting but 
other sources said the move 
followed Mr. Arafat’s critic- 
ism of Arab states for not 
doing enough to support the 
struggling authority. 

Mr. Arafat told reporters 
that he had had “important 
discussions” with Sheikh 
Zayed, but declined to di- 
vulge details-. 


Iraqi oil could flow again this sp 

(Continued from page 1) Foreign Minister Sh 


tional intermediary between 
Israel and Arab countries. 
Mr. Aziz’s visit to Morocco 
came days after Jordanian 
officials made public state- 
ments saying that no compre- 
hensive peace m the region 
could be concluded without 


lisa 


Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres and Iraq-born cabinet 
ministers Moshe Shahal and 
Benyamin Ben Eliezer as 
both the architects and parti- 
cipants in talks with unnamed 


“Iraqi officials.’ 

While these clandestine 
talks apparently go on be- 
tween Iraqis and Israelis, 


Iraq. Iraq responded by Turkey is making headway in 
saving it would do its own normalising relations with 

- rtiri T 


diplomatic footwork and did 
not need Jordan to do talking 
on its behalf. 

But the end result is the 
same, tbe analysts say. “If 
Iraq is interested in a dia- 
logue with Israel it will prob- 
ably happen anyway ” Israeli 
press organs have singled oat 


Iraq. 

Last week the Turkish gov- 
ernment announced that it 
was reopening the Habur 
border crossing with Iraq, 
closed since the U.N. im- 
posed an embargo on Iraq in 
1990 (See editorial comment, 
page «). 


By Angham Tamimi 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 
AMMAN — As a curtain 
raiser to the Tliird Amman 
Cultural Meeting, “The Cri- 
ticism Movement in Jordan,” 
to be held today at the Royal 
Cultural Centre (RCC), 
Secretary General of the 
Ministry of Culture Moham- 
mad Naji Amaireh held a 
press conference yesterday to 
explain several issues. 

The four-day cultural 
meeting will include five 
topics: the criticism move- 
ment up to tbe 1950s; critic- 
ism trends in Jordan; major 
effects of the criticism move- 
ment in Jordan; cultural jour- 
nalism and its role in de- 
veloping literary criticism in 
Jordan; and finally, literary 
creativity and criticism in Jor- 
dan. 

The target of this confer- 
ence, Mr. Amaireh said, is to 
look at criticism as it relates 
to all forms of literature. 

Tbc Ministry of Culture 
hoped to encourage all Arab 
and Jordanian universities to 
include criticism in their 
course curricula because it is 
considered a serious analytic- 



£ 


-> - 


Ministry of Culture Secretary General tbe press on tbe Third Amman Cultural 
Mohammad Naji Axuaire Sunday briefs Meeting (Photo by Hatbn Ali) 


al art which will prepare stu- 
dents for future cultural acti- 
vities. 

The Jordanian critic has a 
distinguished rank among 
other Arab critics, so their 
work should be included in 
the universities' programmes. 

“Their works, their views, 
their thoughts should be 
analysed and studied thor- 
oughly,” said Mr. Amaireh. 

Several Arab and Jorda- 
nian critics will parti cipate in 
this meeting, including Bias 
Khouri (Lebanon). Muhsin 
Mosawi (Iraq), Ahmad Ibra- 
him Hawari (Egypt), Na’ima 


Yafi (Syria), and Majed 
Samarai (Iraq) in addition to 
11 Jordanian critics and six 
Jordanian literary persons 
who will talk about their life- 
achievement works. 

According to Mr. 
Amaireh, the participants 
were asked to present origin- 
al research, and based on 
originality and subject im- 
portance, the Ministry of 
Culture will select several 
papers for publications as 
part of its documentation 
policy. 

Mr. Amaireh believes that 
die Arab culture is the last 


line of defence. He said with 
the Arab tradition, original- 
ity and modernisation we 
would fight, in other words 
with the pen not the sword. 

Foreseeing possible sche- 
duling difficulties, the meet- 
ing organisers printed no 
programme for the four-day 
event. Furthermore, as critic- 
ism is the topic of the day, the 
organisers looked even farth- 
er and prepared a question- 
naire to distribute during the 
final session in order to pin- 
point, correct and avoid any 
snags tn the programme in 
future meetings. 
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U.S. steps up pressure on Cuba 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— A day after pulling in a 
decades-old welcome mat for 
Cuban refugees. President 
Bill Clinton announced 
Saturday new measures to 
step up pressure on the Com- 
munist regime in Havana. 

A statement said the Un- 
ited States was banning rash 
transfers by Cuban Amer- 
icans to their former home- 
land, cutting off an important 
source of hard currency for 
the economically ailing coun- 
ty- 

Other measures were 
stepped-up U.S. government 
radio broadcasts to the is- 
land, a cutback in charter 
flights between the countries 
ana efforts to seek a harder 
international line on human 
rights abuses in Cuba. 

‘The solution to Cuba's 
many problems is not an un- 
controlled exodus, it is free- 
dom and democracy for 
Cuba,” said tbe U.S. presi- 
dent, whose country has 
maintained an economic 
embargo against Havana for 
32 years. 

Tbe new measures came 
amid criticism that Clinton 
was not being hard enough 
on Cuba’s government while 
cracking down on refugees 
Friday and ending a 28-year- 
old policy of granting them 
quick and easy asylum here. 

That move was an attempt 
to stem a growing influx of 
refugees, apparently encour- 
aged by Havana in a con- 
tinuing war of nerves that has 


pitted Cuban leader Fidel 
Castro against nine U.S. 
presidents since 1959. 

More than 2.600 asylum 
seekers crossed the treacher- 
ous Florida Straits in small 
boats and homemade raffs 
over the past week, the 
largest influx since the 1980 
“Mariel boatlift” that 
brought in 125,000 over five 
months. 

But despite the U.S. 
announcement that any 
Cuban picked up at sea 
would be sent for screening 
to the U.S. naval base at 
Guantanamo, Cuba, by 0145 
GMT (Sunday), 861 Cuban 
refugees were picked up by 
die U.S. Coast Guard Satur- 
day alone. 

That number marked yet 
again the largest single-day 
total since 1980, after 575 
Cubans were picked up Fri- 
day. 

The White House has in- 
sisted repeatedly that it 
would not let Mr. Castro 
dictate U.S. immigration 
policy but many congressmen 
said it was doing just that. 

“At this point there has not 
been any pain inflicted on 
Fidel Castro for having done 
this," said Senator Bob Gra- 
ham, a Democrat from Flor- 
ida where the refugee flood 
has sparked a state of 
emergency. “We have been 
reacting to his actions.” 

Senate Republican leader 
Bob Dole contrasted the 
administration's Cuba policy 
with its threat to take military 


action if necessary to topple 
the ruling junta in another 
Caribbean nation, Haiti. 

Gen. Dole said Mr. Gin- 
ton “should spend as much 
effort in drawing lines in the 
sand about democratic 
change in Cuba as he has 
spent in threatening Haiti.” 

The measures announced 
Saturday also appeared to be 
an attempt to placate the 
influential Cuban exile com- 
munity in the Miami area, 
which counts some 564,000 
people or more than 29 per 
cent of the population. Many 
had been outraged by the 
asylum restrictions. 

Under the plan, Cuban 
Americans will be allowed to 
send items such as medicine 
and food to relatives back 
home, but no cash unless 
approved by the Treasury 
Department for humanita- 
rian purposes. 

The United States will also 
increase and amplify Radio 
Marti broadcasts to Cuba, 
and allow charter flights be- 
tween Miami and Havana 
only if they cany legal immig- 
rants and are consistent with 
the 1992 Cuban Democracy 
Act tightening the embargo. 

The aim, Mr. Clinton said, 
is “to limit the ability of the 
Cuban government to 
accumulate foreign exchange 
and to enable us to expand 
the flow of information to the 
Cuban people.” 

He said the United States 
would pursue “with vigour and 
determination" its campaign 


agains t Cuban abuses of bu-' 
man rights, bringing evidence 
of any such instances to the 
United Nations and other inter- 
national organisations. 

Havana Saturday conde- 
mned the use of the Guatana- 
mo Bay naval base for hous- 
ing refugees, saying Washing- 
ton was trying to turn its bare 
in southeastern Cuba into a 
“concentration camp of 
Cuban citizens.” 

Cuba has long protested 
tbe existence of tbe U.S. 
base, as well as its use for 
housing Haitian refugees. 


“Tbe government of Cuba 
declares the firmest rejection 
by tbe Cuban people of this 

new decision of the White 
House and repeats, one more 
time, its energetic rejection 
of foe illegal military pre- 
re nee of tbe United Steles in 
its territory,” said a Foreign 
Ministry statement broadcast 
by the state news agency Pre- 
nsa Latina. 
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A mother and her sons bare Cottmar atltmp- m at sea are now to be taken to the ILS. Navy 
ting to get to the United Stetes^Cabans picked base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba (AFP photo) 


The mood was calm in the 
Cuban capital Saturday, with 
no unsually large military or 
police presence. 

Nearly 15,000 Haitians 
who fled grinding poverty in 
their country now are housed 
in tent camps at the Guanta- 
namo Bay base, something 
Cuba has strongly protested. 

Tbe base has long pro- 
voked the ire of Mr. Castro, 
who says it is illegal because 
it was established early this 
centnry when Cuba was 
under U.S. occupation. 


Sri Lankan 
government 
gets down 
to work 


COLOMBO (R) — Three 
days after forming a govern- 
ment, Sri Lanka’s People’s 
Alliance is getting down to 
work, proposing changes in 


tbe bureaucracy and prepar- 
i week’s parfiamen- 


ing for this 
tary session, government 
sources said Sunday. 


Tbe pressing tasks ahead of 
Prime Minister f lum drita 
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include solving the ethnic 
conflict, sellin g tap a perma- 
nent .commission on b ri bery 
and co rrup t i on and tackling 
economic issues. 

“The euphoria is over. 
Now it is work,” (me source 
said. 


New Deputy Defence 
Minister Anuruddba Ratwat- 
te told Reuters dud minis- 
ters, many of them without 
cabinet experience, were 
moving vtao their this 
week and working out priori- 
ties. 

He was meeting President 
Dingiri Banda Wijetunga and 
service chiefs Monday to discuss 
work. “We would have to 
discuss the security situation 
and ascertain whether the 
continuation of the curfew is 
necessary or not” 

A 10-hour night curfew in 
force across the island, will 
be reduced to seven boras 
from Monday. 


Three people have been 
killed in political violence at 
tbe weekend and 75 incidents 
of anon, pelting stones and 
assault has been reported 
from various parte of the 
country, police said. 

Government sources said 
the attorney general and the 
finance secretary were ex- 
pected to be replaced in a 
bureaucratic shake-up. 


They said that Attorney 
General TQak Marapana and 
Finance and Treasury Secret- 
ary R. Paskaralingam were 
favourites of tbe United 
National Party (UNP), defe- 
ated after a record 17 years in 
power. 

“They often worked 
beyond their duties as gov- 
ernment officials,” the source 
said. Granges in other posts 
like the treads of state- run 
media, national airline Air- 
Lanka and the Ceylon Pet- 
roleum Corporation were 
also anticipated. 

The prime minister is likely 
to meet tbe business com- 
munity this week to re-iterate 
her committment to free- 
market policies. 

“We are seeking a meeting 
with her and her officials to 
dismiss the role of the busi- 
ness community,” said Mano 
Selv anathan , deputy chair- 
man of the Ceylon Chamber 
of Commerce. 

He said the island’s eco- 
nomy, which has seen a spurt 
in foieig 11 investment be- 
cause of die former govern- 
ment’s policies, could take 
off if the new regime 
attracted foreign cash. 

“Long-term investment 
prospects arc good. Both Sri 
Lanka’s parties advo- 
cate open market policies,” 
he told Renters. 


Bishop attacks Indonesia 
for rejecting Timor offer 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia 
was being arrogant in reject- 
ing a ceasefire- for- talks offer 
by guerrillas fighting for inde- 
pendence in East Timor, tbe 
former Portuguese colony's 
Roman Catholic bishop, Car- 
los Belo, said Sunday. 

“There must be talks. But 
Indonesia is arrogant and I 
don’t think there will be a 
solution to East Timor's 
problems in the next 20 
years,” he told Renters by 
telephone from East Timm’s 
capital, DOi. 

Bishop Belo said he was- 
willing to mediate talks be- 
tween tbe guerrillas and In- 
donesia’s military but 'the 
government did not trust’ 

him. 

“I don’t believe they trust 
me or tbe church. Their will 
to control East Timor has 
made them arrogant,” he 
said. 

East Timor military 


spokesman Major Simbokm 
rejected Saturday a ceasefire 
offer by the guerrillas if In- 
donesia was prepared to start 
serious talks over the terri- 
tory’s fut ure . 

Jose Ramos Horta, the re- 
bels’ Australia-based over- 
seas representative, said last 
Friday he had been autho- 
rised to make the offer by 
guerrilla leader Konis Santa- 
na after encouraging moves 
by Bishop Belo and die In- 
donesian Armed Forces sug- 
gesting tbe start of a dia- 
logue. 

But Maj. Simbokm scoffed 
at the offer, saying the guer- 
rilla group was na spent force, 
ill equipped and ab andoned 
by its foreign backers. 

“There will be no com- 
promise ... we reject their 
offer. They are only a few, 
armed with weapons left be- 
hind by the Portuguese near- 
ly two decades ago,” he said. 


Malaysian party ‘offered 
posts to A1 Arqam leaders’ 


JAKARTA (R) — Leaders 
of the controversial A! Ar- 
qam Islamic sect, harmed in 
Malaysia and in one Indone- 
sian district, were once 
offered posts in Malaysia’s 
ruling Malay Party, an In- 
donesian Muslim group said 
Sunday. 

NahdLatul Ulama Chair- 
man Abdnl Rahman Wahid 
said the offer to join die 
United Malays National 
Organisation (UMNO) was 
turned down by the group, 
outlawed in Malaysia this 
month, but did not say when 
it was made. 

“A1 Arqam leaders were 
discreetly offered roles in 
UMNO but they refused,” he 
told Renters, adding that 
UMNO was aware of A1 Ar- 
qam’s impact on Muslim vo- 
ters in a general election. 

Malaysia is expected to cal! 
for a general election tins 
year or in early 1995 though 
the government's mandate 
does not expire until October 
1995. 

Mr. Wahid, whose orga- 
nisation claims 40 million 
members and is influential in 
Muslim-dominated Indone- 
sia, said Malaysia banned A1 
Arqam due to its potential 
threat to UMNO's lead- 
ership. 

“Al Arqam is considered a 
political threat to tbe UMNO 
leadership because of the im- 
pact of their decision to take 

sides... either UMNO or 
PAS,” he said; 

Mr. Wahid was referring to 
Parti Islam Se-Malaysia 
(PAS), a party of Muslim 
fundamentalists that swept to 
power in Malaysia’s north- 
eastern Kdantan state in tbe 
1990 general election. 

Indonesia is considering 
joining Malaysia in tanning 
AI Arqam because of its con- 
troversial religious activities. 
The group was outlawed in 
Indonesia’s North Sumatra 
Saturday. 

North Sumatra’s chief pro- 
secutor, Martin Basiang, said 
Saturday that the tan on the 
mystical group, which be- 
fieves a mesaahwS appear before a 
prophesised doomsday, was 
effective immediately. 


Official sources said Al Ar- 
qam had several thousand 
followers in Indonesia but the 
group was not as influential 
as in Malaysia where it had 
made inroads into tire civil 
service and had a vast busi- 
ness network w o rth $115 mil- 
lion. 

Malaysian police arrested 
three sect members Saturday 
as they distributed leaflets 
after a rcSgkms celebration, 
local pros reports said Sun- 
day. Police also seized pam- 
phlets about tire movement 
from the men outside a mos- 
que in tire western town of 
ScrembaiL 


I n d o ne sia is expected to 
decide this month whether to 
impose a national ban on the 
group, whose male members 
wear turbans and flowing 
robes and females cover their 
body except for the eyes. 

Mr. Wahid said Indonesia 
wanted to ban Al Arqam 
because “puritans and mod- 
ernist Muslims” <fid not like 
tile group for what they 
claimed was its irrational reh- 
gious practices. 

“They actually want -to 
block AI Arqam before it 
goes further and farther and 
wins more followers,” he 
said. 


In Bangkok, tire exiled Al 
Arqam, Abuya Ash a an 
Mohammad, accused Malay- 
sian Prime Minister Mahatmr 
Mohammad of violated his 
human rights and threatened 
to file a few suit against him. 

“I am homesick and be- 
cause tire Malaysian people 
need me very much, I want to 
file the lawsuit against Dr. 
Mahathir,” Mr. Ashaari told 
Reuters in an interview. 

“In my preaching, lectur- 
ing or my books I never 
claimed myself to be the 
prophet or a messiah, so Dr. 
Mahathir's accusation against 
me is very disgusting and 
that’s why I have to go back 
to Malaysia very soon to sue 
him,” Mr. Ashaari said. 

“He violated ora human 
rights by tanning Al Ar- 
qam.,. He did not act in 
accordance with Islamic and 
Malaysian laws,” he said. 


IRA may 


announce 


ceasefire 


this week 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
The Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) fs preparing to 

atinram cft an indefinite 

fire in its battle to oust Bri- 
tain from Northern Ireland, 
perhaps as soon as tins week, 
tire Observer new spap er re- 
prated. 

Sunday’s edition of tbe 
piper said all mute of the 
guerrilla group had been 
briefed, but told to cany on 
with regular activities until 
the c easefire was announced. 

Rumours of a pending IRA 
c ea se fire have been rife for 
weeks. The British and Irish 

gnw ram«it» are H w n in riing 

a permanent cea se fire in re- 
turn Cor giving the IRA’s 
political wing Sinn Fein a 
place at peace talks. 

But senior police and 
security officials have said 
they would respond to a tem- 


porary bm long-lasting cease- 
fire with a corresponding 


de- 


crease in the number of 
troops on the ground. 

Both the IRA and its Pro- 
testant extremist enemies 
have continued regular 
a tteefc * and kilHngt d espi t e 
the rumours. Protestant 
groups say they wfll match 
any IRA ceas e fi re . . 


More Bangladesh ferry victims found 


DHAKA (R) — Rescuers 
battling strong winds and cur- 
rents Bangladesh’s Meghna 
River retrieved four more 
bodies Sunday following a 
ferry disaster in which more 
than 300 people were still 
believed to be missing and 
presumed drowned. 

“The bodies surfaced 24 
horns after tbe ferry MV 
Dinar went down in the chop- 
py river and more corpses are 
likely to show up soon,” 
police officer Vanu Lai Das 
told Reuters by telephone 
from the scene. 

Prime Minister Begum 


Khaleda 22a expressed deep 
shock at the loss of fife and 
ordered a high-level inquiry 
to determine the cause of the 
accident, government offi- 
cials said. 

The ferry overturned and 
sank in tbe river at CXtand- 
pur, about 100 kilometres 
from Dhaka, Saturday after- 
noon. It was just 200 metres 
from shore at the time and 
only about 60 people are 
believed to have survived the 
ordeal. 

Officer Das called the acci- 
dent a “moving human 
tragedy.” 


Police said the four bodies 
were fonnd about 12 
kilometres from where the 
ferry went down. The res- 
cuers said they did not expect 
to find any more survivors. 

“Hoping for survivors 
would be too ambitious,” 
police officer Aminul Islam, 
speaking to rep o rters, quoted 
a rescuer as saying. 

Officials said a rescue tug 
was on its way to tbe site of 
the accident but it was being 
delayed by strong currents 
and high winds and was not 
expected to arrive until Mon- 
day morning. 


N. Korea’s refusal of inspections 
threatens Geneva talks, reactor offer 


SEOUL (AFP) — North 
Korea’s insistence that it will 
“never” allow inspection of 
two sites suspected to be at 


the heart of its nuclear prog- 
ramme threatens to push 
Washington back into con- 
frontation with Pyongyang, 
analysts said here Sunday. 

The angry refusal, 
announced by a North Ko- 
rean Foreign Ministry official 
Saturday, also a ppe a red to 
have already frozen South 
Korea’s offer to provide less 
harmful nuclear reactors to 
the North. 

North Korea, in its state- 
ment Saturday, accused 
Sooth Korea, and Japan of 
raising the issue with “sinister 
political motives” to scuttle 
ongoing U.S.-North Korean 
talks to resolve the nuclear 
standoff. 

Tbe analysts pointed out 
however that the U.S. side 
had warned after an Aug. 12 
joint statement issued in 
Geneva that many issues re- 
mained unresolved and 
would be (tiscrewed in talks 
slated for next month. 

In the Aug. 12 statement 
the isolated Co mmuni st reg- 
ime in the North pledged to 
freeze its nodear programme 
and in return the United 
States said it would arrange 
to provide safer fight-water 
nuclear reactors. 

South Korea immediately 
offered to supply the reactors 
and Japan said it would con- 


sider helping finance them. 
But then bom countries be- 
gan insisting that the two sites 
be opened before any com- 
mitment could be made. 

“We will never allow- in- 
spection of the mflitaiy sites 
at the expense of our 
sovereignty to receive LWR’s 
(light-water nuclear reac- 
tors). This is our unshakeable 
will,” the North Korean 
Foreign Ministry official said. 

South Korea has accused 
Washington of rushing ahe ad 
in Geneva to secure a nuclear 
freeze at the cost of leaving 
unresolved doubts about past 
nodear activities. 

Said one analyst: “There is 
a feeling here, why should 
they (the North) have it 
handed to them on a plate, 
and that tbe U.S. is going too 
fast. With times hard in 
North Korea, there should be 
a squeeze before more con- 
cessions.” 

In Seoul, the mass circula- 
tion Chosun newspaper Sun- 
day quoted an unnamed 
senior o fficial as saying: “No 
inspections, no reactors.” 

“Even if they have one 
kflogramme of plutonium, we 
would not supply tbe reac- 
tors,” tbe newspaper quoted 
die official as saying. 

In Geneva, North Korea 
also pledged to stay within 
the Nuclear Non-Prolifera- 
tion Treaty, but conspicuous 
by its absence was any refer- 
ence to the two sites, which 


tbe International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) be- 
lieves could contain pluto- 
nium storage and reproces- 
sing facilities. 

It was the IAEA’s inast- 
eoce on inspecting the sites, 
which the North claims are 
purely military, and Pyon- 
gyang’s refusal, that first trig- 
gered tbe nuclear standoff in 
1992. 

By Sunday there had been 
no comment from tire U.S. 
side headed by Undersecret- 
ary of State Robert Gallucd, 
who had warned last week 
that many important issues 
“remain to be resolved.” 

His statement was echoed 
by IAEA spokesman David 
Kyd who said that “many 
specific points remain to be 
settled.” 

South Korea’s presidential 
spokesman Wednesday 
quoted U.S. President Bill 
Gmton as reasoning South 
Korean President Kim 
Yonng-Sam that complete 
nudear tr an sp are ncy, includ- 
ing clearing up doubts about 
ihe past, would be a condi- 
tion of the agreed statement 
being carried through. 

“We declare once again 
that we will never allow a 
‘special inspection* (of tbe 
two sites) though we are will- 
ing to involve ourselves in 
(fearing up ‘nodear suspi- 
cion’ in the future,” the 
North Korean Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman said. 


Mexicans to choose new president in key election 


MEXICO CTTY (R) —Mex- 
icans were set to choose a 
new president and Congress 
Sunday in a key national elec- 
tion that could signal the end 
of the ruling party’s 65-year- 
long absolute grip on power. 

Experts were predicting 
the largest turnout ever for 
the high-stakes ballot which 
many fear could erupt into 
violence if the government 
does not deliver on promises 
to bold a dean election. 

As many as 70 per cent of 
the country’s 45.7 million 
registered voters, equ i pped 
with supposedly fraud-proof 
identification cards, were ex- 
pected to vote at 96,000 poll- 
ing places around the nation. 

By comparison, only 48 per 
cent of registered voters cast 
ballots in the last presidential 
election in 1988. 

Most polls indicate that the 
Institutional Revolutionary 
Party’s (PRI) Ernesto Zedillo 
wfll win the battle to succeed 
President Carlos Salinas de 
Gortari, whose six-year term 
ends Dec. 1. 

But they also show that for 

tiie first time in history a PRI 
candidate may win with less 
than 50 per cent of the vote, 
which could weaken his man- 
date. 

Mr. Zedillo’s top rival, 
Diego Fernandez de Cevalios 
of me conservative National 
Action Party, trails in most 
polk by at least 10 per cent, 
with Cuauhtemoc Cardenas 
centre-left' Democratic Re- 
volution Party in third place. 

But for the first time since 
the PRI took control in 1929, 
having its own man in Los 
Pinos, the presidential resi- 
dence, wfll not give the party 
unbridled power to run the 
country. 

Electoral reforms assnre a 
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much stronger opposition in 
tbe PRI-dominated National 
Congress which traditionally 
has been a rubber stamp for 
the president. 

With all 500 seats in the 
lower honse Chamber of De- 
puties and 96 places in the 
newly expanded 128-member 
Senate up for grabs Sunday, 
some experts bdieve the PRI 
could lose its majority in one 
or both of tbe legislative 
bodies. 

“The all-powerful pres- 
idency will not be as powerful 
in the future. If Zedillo wins, 
he will not have the ability 
just to push things through 
Congress,” a top Western di- 
plomat said. 

Just as import ant as who 
wins this election is bow they 


win. 

The government has spent 
SI billion to revamp its elec- 
toral system in an attempt to 
remove the possibility of 
vote-egging, but Mexicans 
are sttil deeply sceptical that 
they will have a dean elec- 
tion. 

votes, including die 
1988 victory by Salinas, have 
been tainted by fraud, but 
after a tumultuous year with 
a peasant uprising in the state 

of Chiapas and the March 23 

assassination of then-PRl 
presidential candidate of Luis 
Donaldo Colosio, even poli- 
tical moderates believe Mex- 
ico’s political stability is rid- 
mg on a dean election. 

“The country is asking for 
change. If there is no credi- 


bility mid dean results, the 
revolution wfll come,” top 
Mexican businessman and 
Salinas ally Juan Sanchez 

Navano said in a Mexico City 
newspaper. 

Along with stability is tbe 
question of Mexico’s econo- 
mic future, which most be- 
Ueve can be assured only 
through a fraud-free vote. 
The financial world, anxious 
tomvest in a stable Mexico, 
will be watching to see if 
Mexico can match its sweep- 
ing economic reforms with a 
transition to full democracy. 

To lend credibility to the 
election, Mexico has allowed 
m fo reign observers for the 
first time ever and has ree- 

“trawl 81,000 Mexicans to 

watdi over the polls. 


De Klerk censors # 
‘embarrassing 9 
history— paper 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South African Deputy Presi- 
dent F.W. De Klerk has cen- 
sored politically embarras- 
sing passages in an official 
state biography of former 
President P.W. Botha, a 
'newspaper reported Sunday. 
The Johannesburg Sunday 
Tunes said tape recordings of 
cabinet meetings on which 
the book is partly based had 
been erased. A spokesman 
for Mr. De Klerk confirmed 
Sunday changes had been 
made to the original manu- 
script of the biography and 
said a frill statement would be 
issued later. The newspaper 
said many conservative state- 
ments by Mr. De Klerk and 
cabinet coBeagoes during tbe 
1980 s were recorded in a 
draft manuscript of the 
biography but cut from the 
find approved version. “A 
number of potentially embar- 
rassing statements by Mr. De 
Klerk and other ministers 
have been reworked so as to 
expunge, paraphrase or di- 
lute them/’ it said. Mr. De 
Klerk was regarded as highly 
conservative during bis years 
in Mr. botha’s cabinet. But in 
1990, one year after taking 
over from Mr. Botha as presi- 
dent, Mr. De Klerk began 
dismantling apartheid and 
paved the way for last April's 
all-race elections. Mr. De 
Merit's National Party, which 
said during campaigning that 
it had put apartheid behind 
it, came a distant second to 
President Nelson Mandela’s 
African National Congress in 
the election. 


Gambian leader 
slams sex tourists 


BANJUL (R) — Gambia’s 
new head of state. Lieutenant 
Yahya Jammeh, said he 
would not tolerate women 
tourists visiting his West Afri- 
can holiday paradise country 
in search of sex. Lt. Jammeh, 
a serious 29-year-old dad in 
camouflage fatigues and a red 
beret, also said that he and 
his fellow army lieutenants 
who seized power in a coup 
four weeks ago would go 
back to barracks as soon as 
they had set the country to 
rights. “We are. Africans and 
we have our own moral 
values. Any trade that is 
based on sex is immoral so if 
there is a particular group of 
to urists who come here pur- 
posely for sex, and knowing 
the effects of such type of 
sex, we cannot condone 
that,” he told Reuters in an 
interview. Many of the more 
than 130.000 tourists who 
head for Gambia's palm- 
fringed Atlantic beaches ev- 
ery year are middle-aged 
European women seeking sex 
with young Gam- 
bian men. Lt. Jammeh, a 
committed Muslim, over- 
threw former President Sir 
Dawda Jawara on July 22 
pledging to put an end to 
corruption. “Prostitution, 
drugs, those are all moral 
woes that we don't want in an 
African country because 
those. - are ideas which are 
aliei^ to the African people,” 
he said. “We are not sex 
machines. I want that to be 
dear to whoever comes here 
purposely for sex,” he added. 
“Any type of commercial sex 
is immoral in an African con- 
text, and we are going to 
educate the masses about the 
dangers of such sex, the exist- 
ence of AIDS. We are going 
to pinpoint certain sectors 
and say don't get involved in 
this type of sex.” 


No place like 
home for lion 


BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — 
A neighbour complained ab- 
out the roaring, but a judge 
ruled- that a three-year-old 
pet African lion could be 
kept in a basement outside. 
Buenos Aires. “The lion; 
could not be in a better place 
than this,” said Judge Daniel 
Llermanos after inspecting 
the cellar of a home in sub-, 
urban Villa Dominico. A* 
neighbour of the family that , 
owns Ra the lion complained, 
about the 150-kilo (330- , 
pound) animal’s generous au- : 
dio capacity and short supply, 
of living space, and suggested 
tiie animal be taken to a city; 
zoo. But a crowd of about- 
100 other lion-loving ne$b-. 
hours crowded outside fin’s; 
owners’ home after hearing; 
about reports the judge might* 
order an eviction from his. 
10-metre high, 15-metre; 
long, seven-metre deep cage. 
The judge, accompanied by. 
staff with die Environmental; 
Police and feline experts 
from a government animal, 
preserve, said Ra was in no. 
danger and was living better 
than his counterparts behindr 
zoo bars. The Hon devours as. 
many as eight kilos of meat 
daily and his owners bathe 
him twice a week to keep his 
coat shiny, they said. 




l 1 LlfiW*' • 

grt* 1 * 9 ... 


Ni£ erl 


a 


Kohl wi 


i »sv. 


jUtKiV 

if’ 




Kir tf 
arm 
‘\a y-?, 

Mr R.'i 

Ulfllitr 

lied s 
aria! 

CQill;; 

&HKLV 

ifffl Rti! 

a sup , 
eufa 



’S 

.R| 


. “••-■nil; 
\\ 

tot to'mrrr.- 


.As i 




of iC ‘ rv 


■a, 

bn, 

" "loo 

taT 1 ro«r.:i 

U!CI 


A 


••a-.. 




'’’kr .... 

Si*'* ■»>»£’ 

kj Puisvj. 

N t C 

>■ 




' lUji v i 


V v enty S,5l!? «! 

Otto,- * 














tit 


v » AUGUST 



5 Klerk ee** 


story 


World News 




JORDAN TirVJ^S, MONDAY, AUGUST 22, 1994 




4 poliiicallv kh *D- 

Images £ *"*nj 

: j H b, °graph v nf 

■‘dent p.ty of fftnj 
*»»***■ reporte?? h51 ' i 

Johannesburg ^ 

f “ ,d tape re^jH 

* n ? ee «ntr5H‘ 

fook is 


v °a 


t of £ ° b ^<: 

^ a, ^t 

t’any conserva-iv^ 
s ^ Mr. dJ 5*®* 

rjS*- 

a Phy but cut f ,h: 
approved vers? 
er of potentially J 1 ',' 
g statements by ft'' 
and Qth er vL • fc 

?5een wwwfcedj? 8 
Paraphrase 

was regarded *£ t 

TKT.tfariiii R”S 
botha s cabinet. b u T- 
° ne year after 

Mr- De Kl er “P;; 
"H'ng apartheid^'. , 

the way for I 

0 elections ^ 

sNanonaiPanv.eh,. 

‘nng campaigning ife 

P«t apartheid 4n- 

S» a v'f tant sec ° 1 ^'- 

; nt Nelson Mandeb 

1 National Conors, - 
:ction. - ““ 



A U.N. Ethiopian soldier stands in front of thousands of 
Rwandan refugees on the border town of Cyangugu aller the 


Zairean authorities deckled to dose the border to stop the 
refugee flow (AFP photo) 


Nigerian security agents hunt labour leaders 
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LAGOS, Nigeria (AP) — 
Security agents hunted Sun- 
day for labour leaders in hid- 
ing after capturing the head 
of an oil workers' union who 
has helped paralyse this na- 
tion with a strike aimed at 
toppling the military govern- 
ment. 

At least _ 25_ prominent 
Nigerians, including retired 
generals and former cabinet 
ministers, have been arrested 
since Friday as Gen. Sani 
Abacha’s government tries to 
force an end to the strike and 
block a reported coup plot. 

“These arrests are dearly 
the last acts of a drowning 
man.” said pro-democracy 
lawyer Gam Fawehinmi, 
whose staff was working 
around the clock to provide 
free services for those 
arrested. “The days of 
Abacha and his ruling cabal 
are numbered,” he declared. 

The latest crisis in this na- 
tion of 90 million is the most 


protracted and crippling in a 
year of sporadic strikes, riots 
and protests sparked by the 
annulment of the June 1993 
election that was to end a 
decade of military rule. 

Among dozens of people in 
jail is Moshood Abiola, the 
millionaire businessman who 
.apparently won the ballot 
and was charged with treason 
after he declared himself 
president on the election’s 
anniversary. 

Workers in the petroleum 
industry that derives Niger- 
ia’s economy went on strike 
in sympathy July 7, deman- 
ding Gen. Abacha, surrender 
power to Mr. Abiola. 

Frank Kokori, general ' 
secretary of the National Un- 
ion of Petroleum and Natural 
Gas Workers, was arrested 
late Saturday. Security agents 
tracked him down after call- 
ing him on his cellular tele- 
phone and pretending to be 


friends of his family, aides 
said. 

Gen. Abacha announced 
Wednesday he was firing the 
leadership of the two oil un- 
ions and accused them of 
economic sabotage. 

Agents of the State Secur- 
ity Service released several of 
the people arrested Saturday, 
but still in ja£t are two prom- 
inent retired army officials, 
former industry minister 
Gen. Alanni Akinrade and 
Col. Abobakar Umar, who 
resigned as commander the 
Strategic Armoured Corps to 
protest continued military 
rule. 

The soldiers were detained 
after leaflets began circulat- 
ing urging people to stay 
home because a group calling 
itself the Nigerian Liberation 
Armed Forces was planning 
to oust Gen. Abacha. 

Trade union leaders and 
others say the Strike that has 


halved Nigeria's oil exports 
will continue. 

“The arrests cannot deter 
us. Jf anything, the crack- 
down by the military has 
raised our resolve and wide- 
ned the antagonism against 
the Abacha regime,” said 
Bola Tinubu, a member of 
the Federal Senate that Gen. 
Abacha scrapped along with 
all Nigeria's other democratic 
institutions when he seized 
power last year. 

Mr. Tinnbu, who spoke by 
ceDular telephone from a hid- 
ing place, said the interna- 
tional community should put 
more pressure on the military 
government. 

” The United States and the 
European Community im- 
posed limited sanctions 
against Nigeria’s military af- 
ter the election was annulled, 
including refusing visa to gov- 
ernment members and their 
families. 


Kohl writes to Yeltsin as nuclear talks progress 


BONN (R) — German Chan- 
ceBor Helmut Kohl has sent a 
second letter to President 
Both Yeltsin urging Mm to ’ 
stop material from Russia’s 
unclear stockpile faffing into 
the wrong hands, the Welt 
9 Am Sonntag weekly said 
Sunday. 

Mr. Kohl’s letter coincided 
with a visit to Moscow by his 
intelligence coordinator 
Berad Schnndbauer * de- 
spatched to secure coopera- 
tion after a spate of seizures 
of smuggled plutonium which 
Germany believes stemmed 
from Russia. 

Mr. Kohl asked Mr. Yelt- 
sin to take decisive measures 
to stomp out the black raar- 
_ket in Russian uranium and 
plutonium, urging hint to 
“make sure fissionable (nuc- 
lear) material does not 
straying around the work 
Weft Am Sonntag said. 

A government spokesman 
declined to confirm or deny 
the repeat. 

The seizures indude one of 


over 300 grams (10 ounces) of 
lethal Plutonium-239. The 
couriers who brought it on a 
flight from Moscow claimed 
they could supply four kilog- 
rammes perilously dose to 
‘the amount needed for an 
atom bomb. They also had 
Litfriuni'6, a metal needed 
for hydrogen bombs. 

To Germany's consterna- 
tion, the Kremlin has dismis- 
sed its claims that analysis 
proves the materials are Rus- 
sian, together with sugges- 
tions that Russian security is 
lax. 

In response to Mr. Kohl's 
first letter last week Mr. Yelt- 
sin promised constructive 
cooperation, but Bonn has 
kept up the pressure. 

“Germany will link it 
finan cial assistance for Russia 
to the condition that Moscow 
cooperates with os in the 
fight against international 
nuclear smuggling,” Finance 
Minister Waigei told Sun- 
day’s BOd Am Sonntag week- 
ly, adding that he exported 


other countries to take the 
same stand. 

Welt Am Sonntag said 
Germany’s ambassador had 
passed the latest letter to Mr. 
Yeltsin, now holidaying on 
the Black Sea. 

It also said Mr. Kohl was 
pressing Western countries to 
provide more funds to pay 
Russian nuclear scientists and 
ensure they did not sell then- 
knowledge to countries trying 
to build the bomb. 

It said Mr. Schmidbaner 
and the domestic and foreign 
intelligence chiefs accom- 
panying him had taken this 
suggestion to Moscow, 
together with plans for closer 
intelligence cooperation to 
fight nuclear smuggling. 

Russian officials 
apppeared to have moder- 
ated their defensive attitude 
after meeting Mr. Schnrid- 
bauer. 

Sergei Stepashin, the direc- 
tor of Russia's Federal 
Count er-Intelligence Service 
(FSK), said the talks had 


been businesslike, ITAR- 
TASS news agency reported. 

“This contrasted sharply 
with the accusatory tone 
adopted by the Western 
media on the subject,” FSK 
spokesman Alexander 
Mikhailov told the agency, 
adding that It was time tar the 
two sides to get down to 
action. 

Mr. Scbnridbauer told a 
German Television crew that 
his talks, which began Satur- 
day and were due to resume 
Monday, “are taking place in 
an excellent dimate and in 
totalopenncss and they wffi 
continue tomorrow (Mon- 
day).” 

“I believe we will achieve 
excellent joint results and 
good cooperation, and the 
auestions which have been 
the subject of speculation can 
then be solved,” be said. 

He said he expected there 
would be a joint Gennan- 
Russian statement after be 
returned to Bonn and briefed 
Mr. Kohl. 
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3 years after coup, Yeltsin admits mistakes 
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MOSCOW (R) — Three 
yean after the short-lived 
coup which mortally wound- 
ed tire Soviet Union and 
changed the world forever, 
just 500 people gathered in 
the gentle Moscow rain to 
mark the momentous occa- 
sion. 

. As night £dDI Saturday the 
tixsy crowd listened to 
speeches marking the end of 
toe three-day coup on Aug. 
ft 21, 1991, a far cry from the 
v tens of thousands who 
swarmed round the White 
House parliament building 
exactly three years ago. 

The mriet scene near the 
White House epitomised the 
momentous changes which 
have swept Russia since the 
coup, turning many away 
from the once invigorating 
world of politics and concen- 
trating their minds more on 
survival. 

The putsch was launched 
by a number of senior Trmris - 
tets who tried to depose then 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. But they failed to 
arrest Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin, enabling him 
to organise resistance from 
the White House. 

After three days the coup 
collapsed. The Soviet Union 
followed suit in December. 

Mr. Yeltsin, in a sombre 
to the Russian people 
admitted ire and 
tus government had erred 

many times in its bid to break 

the Communist mould but 
ne v er th eless urged the coonr 
tzy not to loose faith. 

“We often make mistakes 










■Ml. - - . * 

people tight candles at the m onum e nt to three of the Ruwd a n White House was hefcl here to 
victims of the August 1991 coup attempt hi raark the third amtiverrary of the coop (AFP 
Moscow- A gathering of the former defenders photo) 

carried by Postfactum News patties that if they did not 

stop in to help save the eoo- 


Agency. 

“We are gradually over- 
coming our shortage of 
time,” said Mr. Yeltsin. 
“Those times when we only 
glade promises, but unfortu- 
nately could not deliver, are 
slowly passing." 

But Mr. Yeltsin’s speech 
was itself a collection of old 
promises unlikely to catch the 
attention of those who con- 
sider themselves betrayed by 
eco n o mic reforms which have 
slashed fivrog standards for 
.many of the country’s 150 
nriBi on inhabitants. 

The Russian leader rai d 
th e government was working 
on a programme to stabilise 
industry and said he would 
raise pensions, minimum 


m our effort to do things wages andsubsKbe; to the 
quicker than the course of pom- and need^. 
fetory permits, but never- Once again he sad Rnssa would 
Ss STae moving for- hah . grain imports and once 
wards,” be said in the appeal, agam he warned foreign com- 


nosry now, they might miss 
out later. 

“When the crisis in our 
economy ends, when we can 
feed and clothe ourselves, 
when we can produce enough 
goods and process enough 
raw materials to supply not 
just ourselves but others, 
then we will choose our own 
partners,” Mr. Yeltsin said. 

“I am convinced tins time 
will come.” 

In another appeal, this 
time sent to the participants 
of a conference discussing the 
coup, Mr. Yeltsin again ack- 
nowledged many chances had 
been missed. 

“The ti™ has crane to 
make conclusions, to mer- 
cilessly analyse what has been 
done and what has not been 
done,” he said. 

“The rime has come to 
form a single democratic 


force in the name of Russia. 
This is not a time just for 
despondency and despair. To- 
day everything depends on 
ns.” 

Hi* call for unity will cer- 
' the coup 
, who were amnestied 
m February by the new par- 
Haxrient, and are now in tire 
vanguard of resistance to Mr. 
Yeltsin. * 

The small crowd near the 
White House also passed a 
resolution calling on the 
country to unite before pro- 
ceeding solemnly to the spot 
on Moscow’s inner ring road 
where three young men were 
kille d by troops daring the 
coup. 

Arid in another telling sign 
the 1991 putsch is slowly 
being erased from Russia’s 
collective memory, not rare 
leading politician was present 
at the ceremony. 


French quit Rwanda; 
stampede border w itl 



BUKAVU. Zaire (R) — 
France pulled out its last 
troops from Rwanda Sunday, 
leaving hordes of frightened 
Hum refugees desperate to 
go with them but held back 
by Zairean paratroopers fir- 
ing into the air at a dosed 
border crossing. 

Less than half an hour after 
French Legionnaires pulled 
out of the Rnzizi border post, 
hundreds of refugees fearing 
Tutsi reprisals swarmed onto 
the rickety river bridge, de- 
termined to reach the Zai- 
rean shore and what they 
regard as safety. 

Ethiopian U . N . 
peacekeepers stood by hel- 
plessly as the refugees ran 
across, only to be halted in 
their tracks by Zairean para- 
troopers firing into the air. 

Retreating in confusion, 
the panicking refugees drop- 
ped shoes, hats and mats m 
the stampede back. There 
were two more attempts to 
storm the crossing, each time 
repelled by the Zaireans 
with a volley of shots. 

The Ethiopian soldiers 
were subjected to a storm of 
abuse and missiles as furious 
Hums accused them of being 
allies of the victorious Tutsi- 
dominated Rwandan Patrio- 
tic Front. 

Later in the morning the 
situation began to calm down 
but was still tense with re- 
fugees and red-bereted Zai- 
rean soldiers staring with 


concentrated hostility at eacn 
other. 

From the Zairean hillside, 
a machinegun was trained on 
the 5,000 milling refugees 
while members of the 150- 
strong paratrooper force 
posted along the porous bor- 
der kept watch. 

Not everyone had gjvcc 
up. Close to the crossing, the 
most adventurous refugees 

were using their straw mats as 

rafts, paddling across the 
Ruzizi, while oarers bought a 
passage on Zairean canoes. 
Some were swept down- 
stream by tire current. 

It was a disastrous start for 
the African troops making up 
the United Nations force that 
is due to r eplace tire French 
in .the sout i western Rwandan 
“safe zone.” 

The 80 1 Ethiopians are 
part of a I 90-strong African 
contmgec . 

“If this s the first indica- 
tion of what win happen is 
the southwestern region with 
the withdrawal of tire French, 
it doesn't bode well,” said 
Nina Winauist, sookes* 
woman for tire Interr xbonai 
Committee for the Red Cross 
(ICRC). 

Cheered through by ch"- 
dren, 150 Legionnaires of 
France's Operation Tur- 
quoise were the la ’ French 
troops u> cross tire border ; 
Cyangugu and imr the Za 
rean town of Bukavu - ;din^ 
a two-month operau.u wh'ch 
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Hutu troops 

a. jf government 
-jRPFin 


in Kigali 
utiends to move 
■e soon, and the 
U,hi. pc; urepcrs do not 
have the --utna&te Ut stop 
th-m. 

Floocicg into Zaire m their 
teas of thousands m the days 
leading up b the pullout, the 
Hutus have made it dear they 
do .lot bearve the African 
fon.es cr . pr led them from 
the wrath < RPF fighters 
who they e j*r will cany out 
repris.Js f .>. re massacres of 
about 500 Tutsis earlier 


this year. 

Fine-featured and light 
skinned, the Ethiopians are 
viewed as being of tire same 
Nilotic origin as the hated 
Tutsi and therefore addi- 
tionally suspect. 

The Ethiopians say- they 
are not ready to resort to 
heavy-handed tactics to de- 
fend the border, dosed by 
Zaire Saturday in an attempt 
to head off a repeat of the 
catastrophe that descended 
on the border town of Goma 
further north when one mil- 
lion Hutu refugees crossed 
last month. 

“Our mandate is to respect 
the wishes of tire people,” 
said one peacekeeper. 

“We have no mandate to 
open fire, not even in tire air. 
We are with the people." 

Up to 800,000 refugees 
were sheltering in the French 
zone. 

Aid officials, who had beg- 
ged Kinshasa not to dose the 
border, were holding 
emergency talks with Zairean 
authorities to try to persuade 
them to lift the order. 

Kamel Morjani. Africa 
representative for the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR), told re- 
porters on the bridge he had 
spoken to the “highest-level" 
Zairean authorities and was 
told the Ruzizi-ll, a bridge 
crossing 20 kilometres further 
south, would open later Sun- 
day. 


Bosnian governmen roops cnish Bihac revolt 
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SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian 
government troops captured 
the last redoubt of rebel Mus- 
lim leader Fikret Abdic Sun- 
day, crushing an 1 1-month 
revolt that had diverted 
scarce resources from their 
war with Serbs. 

U.N. observers said the 
government army's Fifth 
Corps overran most of Veltka 
Kladusa in the northwest en- 
clave of Bihac just hours after 
he refused unconditional sur- 
render. 

Hundreds of troops, loyal 
to Mr. Abdic, a business ty- 
coon turned warlord, downed 
weapons and joined a wave 
of civilians who Bed the town 
seeking refuge in nearby 
Serb-controlled territory. 

U.N. spokesman Paul 
Risely said: “It appears that 
effective military resistance 
of Abdic's troops has ended. 
The town is controlled entire- 
the Fifth Corps." 
e was no word on the 
fate of Mr. Abdic, who broke 
with the Sarajevo govern- 
ment last year and sided with 
its Bosnian Serb foes after 
declaring Bihac’s independ- 
ence. 

His defeat ended an 
embarrassing challenge to 
Muslim President Alija Izct- 
be go vie whom Mr. Abdic ac- 
cused of Islamic fun- 
damentalism and needlessly 
prolonging tbe 28-montb 
Bosnian war. 

Tbe end came after Mr. 
Abdic, in talks with U.N. 
mediator Sergio de Mello 
Saturday rejected a govern- 
ment demand to accept his 
independence proclamation 
was “null and void." 

The Fifth Corps confined 
U.N! observers in Velika 
Kladusa to their quarters but 
they heard some fighting con- 
tinuing around Mr. Abdic's 
headquarters in a hilltop cas- 
tle built by Turks during 
Ottoman rule of Bosnia. 

U.N. spokesman Michael 
Wiliams said in Zagreb that 
up to 10,000 people were 
fleeing the rout of Abdic 
forces and jamming the road 
north to the Croatian town of 
Karl o vac. 

Hundreds were trapped in 
a no- man's- land flanked by 
minefields between Croatia 
and the Republic of Serb 
Krajina (RSK) when Croa- 



Bosnian President Apja l 
UJS. spcdal envoy to 
Charles Redman (right 
Sarajevo to Introduce , 

tian authorities refused 
Muslims cross. 

U.N. aid official PetJ 
sler said Krajina Serbs 
pushing the refugees, tra 
mg aboard cars, buses ana 
tractors into the no-man's- 
land. 

“The people at the head of 
the exodus are threatening to 
march by force into Croatia," 
he added. 

Other refugees were con- 
gregating around the RSK 
towns of Vojnic and Topuska 
or at a makeshift camp at 
Topusko, tbe rcgii<nrJ bead- 
quarters of the L'r.ited Na- 
tions Protection Force. 

Mr. Abdic's fiefcom crum- 
bled rapidly over ti-* last few 
days under Fifth Corps adv- 
ances after his Serb allies 
apparently withdrew support 
from him. 

The Bihac enclave is sur- 
rounded by Bosnian and 
RSK Serb forces who have 
provided Mr. Abdic w ; th 
artillery support. 

But U.N. spokesmen Sun- 
day withdrew a U.N. dain 
that RSK Serbs fired a mor 
tar bomb whicb killel five, 
children in the Bihac - ullage 
of Skokovi Saturday They 
said it was not knowr vhich 
side fired the fatal ro nd. 

Bosnian Serb Pr. de * 
Radovan Karadzic ar lea* - 
ership colleagues he- ;d ft *■ 
the northern towr t. 3anj 
Luka to seek popular ppo; : 
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Haiti government se* ,s 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (AP) 
— In a move to gain de facto 
international recognition of 
Haiti’s military-installed gov- 
ernment, Haitian leaders said 
any peace mission must deal 
directly with the government, 
not the military. 

“Every initiative, every 
foreign delegation must go 
through the government 
first.” Foreign Minister 
Charles David said in an in- 
terview with the privately- 
owned Radio Metrcmole. 

Army commander Lt. 
Gen. Raoul Cedras said in an 
interview with tbe Associated 
press last month that he 
would resign only if the inter- 
national community recog- 
nised tbe government headed 
by provisional President Emil 
Jonassaim. 

Mr. Jonassainr was 
appointed provisional presi- 
dent in May by military- 
backed lawmakers. The in- 
ternational community has 


condemned the artr-' - .iei 
as illegal. 

The United Nati; . . . 
ity Council has r ■ 
blockade on K* 

Gen. Cedras and i 
ary leaders tores:- . 
the return of -- rt' 
dent Jean-Bertn * . 
overthrowp by 
coup in Septan? 

The Security 
July 31 authorise 
military intern - 
necessary, to dislc 
Cedras and restore 
tide. 

In recent weeks, * 
dais have played c 
immediate use of for 
Secretary-General doi • 
Ghali said several inte a- 
tionai delegations with U.N. 
backing will seek to negotiate 
a peaceful departure of the 
army leaders. 

Mr. David said Mr. Jonas- 
saint’s government has re- 
ceived no official confirma- 
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j. ■aredly -"oiced i“ objections 
:o an invasion proposed that 
- high-level Latin American 
mission try to persuade Gen. 
^edras io leave power. 

The initiative fizzled when 
it became obvic us that neith- 
er Mr. Aristide nor Gen. 
Cedras werr HL.?g to com- 
promise. 

Meanwhil:. vjc d facto 
government t»-*tei everal 
measures «; a. . it power: 

— A fa'.-swt ilec by the 


-"my Charles Thomas (far right). Thomas 
. At over from Mr. Redman who is to become 
new Ambassador to Germany (AFP photo) 


Vatican has provisionally 
scheduled for Sept. 8. 

But Fr. Jovan refereed to 
past massacres of dvilians in 
shelling in the mainly Muslim 
Bosnian capital and' said the 
trip would be religiously valid 
only if the Roman Catholic 
Pontiff used it to condemn all 
those responsible for war 
crimes. 

“Given the situation, the 
risk is great. 1 remind you of 
the bread queue massacre 
and the market massacre,” 
Fr. Jovan, the Serbian Ortho- 
dox Church leader for 
Croatia and Slovenia, said. 

“An incident would be a 
nightmare but naturally the 
Pope os a head of state and 
religious leader has the right 
to go wherever he wants," 
Fr. Jovan told Italian televi- 
sion. 

"The Serbian Orthodox 
Church does not oppose this 
visit but believes that a peace 
mission can be carried out 
according to the teaching of 
the Gospel only if there is 
condemnation of all those re- 
sponsible for crime commit- 
ted in this war." 

Orthodox Christian Serbs 
have accused the Vatican of 
siding with their Roman 
Catholic Croat foes in the 
three years of war that have 
devastated former Yugosla- 
via. Pope John Paul is due to 
visit Zagreb, the Croatian 
capital, on Sept. 10 and 1!. 


government on Aug. 4 would 
bring Mr. Aristide and his 
U.N. ambassador. Fritz 
Longchamp, to trial for high 
treason for endorsing military 
intervention. 

— The government has be- 
gun military training for 
thousands of civilians — in- 
cluding former members of 
th^ brutal Tonton Macoute 
militia — and is organising 
them into nationwide anti- 
invasion brigades. 

— Local news media have 
been warned against relaying 
"foreign propaganda” and 
the government has banned 
the broad caste of information 
and declarations from foreign 
embassies in Haiti. 

— The government has 
blocked the distribution of 
100,000 barrels of storage 
gasoline intended for use by 
international relief organisa- 
tions until the Panamerican 
Health Organisation agrees 
to deal with the government. 
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Crack in sanctions regime 


TURKEY’S decision to reopen file Habur 
border crossing into northern Iraq in a 
couple of weeks sounds like the first 
important crack in the U.N. trade sanc- 
tions a gains t Baghdad. Turkish Prime 
Minister Tansu Ciller announced this 
“breakthrough” during her latest trip to 
the southeast of the country where gov- 
ernment forces have been waging a war 
of attrition against separatist Kurdish 
Workers Party (PKK) for over ten years. 
Ankar a has long maintain ed that its 
battered economy has lost at least $20 
billion from U.N. trade sanctions im- 
posed on Iraq in the aftermath of the Gulf 
crisis in 1990. The closure of the 985-km 
oil pipeline from Iraq to Turkey’s 
Mediterranean ports has also cost the 
country $250 million annually in lost 
transit fees. 

True, the official reopening of the 
Habur border crossing would not change 
file situation on the ground very much. 
Ankara, it may be recalled, had been 
turning a blind eye to the thriving trade 
across this frontier point ever since the 
U.N. Security Council slapped the 
embargo against Iraq, as Turkish lorries 
carried fruit and vegetables and brought' 
back cheap oil. In point of fact, the whole 
Western world turned a blind eye to this 
unofficial trade. 

The official announcement that the 
hitherto unofficial trade will become offi- 
cial in the near future could thus be a 
harbinger of more relaxation of trade 
a gains t Baghdad. It is doubtful though 
that Ankara would boldly declare the 
resumption of trade with Iraq without an 
anticipation of a wider Western relaxa- 
tion of trade sanctions with the Baghdad 
.government. This is not to mention that 
Turkish-Iraqi talks on the reopening of 
the oil pipeline are also gaining momen- 
tum. There is no doubt that these new 
openings could not have been contem- 
plated without prior consultations with 
Washington and its principal allies. On 
the strength of these developments, there- 
fore, 1995 could set the stage for the 
lifting of sanctions against Iraq. 


ARABIC PRES5 COMMENTARIES 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily said Sunday 
that there are genuine apprehension on the part of Arab 
masses about Israel’s intentions and there is real fear that 
the peace process would collapse due to Israel’s intransi- 
gent attitudes in its dealings with the Arab parties. Indeed, 
said Mahmoud Rimawi, one has to take stock of the 
negotiations at least on the Israeli- Palestinian track one 


year after the signing of the Oslo agreement. Accusing 


Israel of trying to avoid the implementation of the deal wii 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) the writer 
said that the Israelis are exploiting the Palestinian weak 
economy and using the Arab workers in Israel as a lever to 
exercise pressure on the PLO leadership to succumb to 
Zionists desires. The Israeli attitude, said the writer, has 
rendered the Palestine National Authority in a rather 
difficult position but, be said, the PLO leadership is trying 
hard to succeed and is hoping to expand the national 
authority to the other parts of the occupied Palestinian 
lands despite the Israeli pressures. He said the Oslo deal, 
despite the numerous loopholes, has paved the ground for 
the Palestinians to assume responsibility for their own 
affairs and responsibilities on the internal front, a step that 
precedes the mil independence and statehood. The writer 
said that the opponents of the deal should allow the PLO 
authority further time to put matters right and eventually 
end Israel's occupation of the Arab land. 


A COLUMNIST in Sawt AI Shaab daily Sunday criticised 
Nabil Shaath, head of the Palestinian negotiating team for 
agreeing to Israel's wishes and responding to Zionist 
extremists groups desires to open the Ibrahimi Mosque for 
Jewish worshippers alone. The Israeli government has not 
yet responded to the United Nations Security Council s 
resolution and the world community which demanded that 
the mosque be opened for the Muslim worshippers 
following the massacre of Muslims inside the mosque 
earlier this year, said the writer, Arafat Hijazi. He sard that 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation should object to this 
move on the part of the Israeli government, and should 
seek to stop the Jews from hransforming the shrine into i a 
synagouge by preventing Muslims from praying m the 
mosque and allowing the Jews to practice their worshipping 
there, said the writer. 


Helping to etch a 
new landscape in the Middle East 


By Anthony Lewis 


WASHINGTON — By the 
end of 1996, U.S. Secretary 
of State Warren Christ- 
opher said, it is “entirely 
possible” that Israel will be 
at peace with all its neigh- 
bours. “It would have 
seemed vision ary," he said, 
“but not at the pace at 
which things are going.” 

In a conversation in his 
office, the secretary was 
strikingly upbeat on the 
possibility of peace between 
Israel ana Syria, for a gen- 
eration the bitterest of ene- 
mies. On a Middle East 
tour from which he had just 
returned, be again shuttled 
between Jerusalem and 
Damascus, Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and 
Syrian President Hafez 
Assad. 

“I think they both want 
peace,” Mr. Christopher 
said. “And a warm peace: 
trade, tourism. 

“In Assad and Rabin yon 
have the two toughest and 
most experienced nego- 
tiators in the Middle East. 
It's an existential thing for 
both, so they are very care- 
ful in p-Mniining tilings. 

“Assad does that out 
loud: for five hours in my 
last visit with him. ‘What 
does Rabin mean by this?” 
Sometimes I don’t know, 
and I say Til have to ask. 


Rabin Internalises. 

“Up to this last trip there 
was a psychological barrier. 
I believe they\e broken 
through, discussing the con- 
crete elements — the na- 
ture of peace, withdrawal, 
security. They're all intert- 
wined, and the parties have 
different views on how they 
should fit together. There 
are still big gaps.” 

That description of what 
is happening, especially the 
scene with Mr. Assad, 
makes one thing dear about 
the onrushing peace pro- 
cess. The American role is 
essential, and Mr. Christ- 
opher has taken on that 
responsibility himself. 

Critics of President Bill 
Clinton’s foreign policy 
have made Mr. Christopher 
a target I have been critical 
of such things as the policy 
on Bosnia. But Mr. Christ- 
opher brings to the Middle 
East the qualities that made 
him such a superb nego- 
tiator in the Iran hostage 
crisis: first-rate legal skills, 
patience, commitment. 

As an example of the 
crucial American role in the 
region, the secretary men- 
tioned an arrangement that 
he brokered last year to 
stop rocket attacks on 
northern Israel from Hiz- 
boliah forces in Lebanon. 
In return for a halt, Israel 
agreed not to attack beyond 


its security zone in sout 
hern Lebanon. 

As Mr. Christopher was 
on bis way to the Middle 
East just now, an Israeli- 
pilot m error hit a civilian 
target and killed 10 people. 
Israel apologised, but Hiz- 
bollah launched three 
waves of rockets. Mr. 
Christopher appealed to the 

Syrians to help stop what 
threatened to derail the 
negotiations. 

The Syrians “said they 
would make a maximum 
effort,” Mr. Christopher 
said. “They obviously have 
some capacity to influence 
Hezbollah — how great I'm 
not sure.” The rocket 
attacks stopped. 

A Syrian-Israeli deal, if it 
comes, would have to over- 
come much internal resist- 
ance: Syrians reluctant to 
accept Israel. Israelis reluc- 
tant to give up the Golan 
Heights. “Assad thinks it 
mil take a lot of prepara- 
tion,” Mr. Christopher 
said. “They’ve been 
through so much condition- 
ing the other way. Bnt in 
time...” 

Mr. Assad has evidently 
started that preparation. 
Syrian television and news- 
papers played up the peace 
ceremony between Prime 
Minister Rabin and His 
Majesty King Hussein — a 
remarkable shift in Syrian 


practice. 

On the Palestinians, Mr. 
Christopher said he was 
urging countries that had 
pledged aid to start projects 
in Gaza immediately, and 
at the same time urging on 
PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat the financial “accounta- 
bility and transparency'’ 
that donors expect. 


Democracy and human 
rights are growing concerns 
among Palestinians. Mr. 
Arafat troubled many by 
dosing the newspaper An 
Nahar for being “pro- 
Jordanian” — ana then by 
banning a widely respected 
columnist, Daoud Kuttab, 
for signing a petition 
against the dosing. Mr. 
Christopher said be raised 
the question of press free- 
dom with Mr. Arafat. 


Then there is the ques- 
tion of elections in the West 


Bank and Gaza. Mr. Christ- 
opher said: ‘That will be an 
area where Mr. Arafat will 
require constant urging, to 
respond to the thirst for 
itation among the 


Over all, Mr. Christ- 
opher said, “The Middle 
East landscape is being 
transformed. Israelis are 
now accepted. The isolation 
is vanishing.” 


The New York Times. 



Arafat’s illogical 


act 


By Ghassan Bishara 


SUPPORTERS OF demo- 
cracy everywhere should 
stand up now and oppose 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat’s move against An 
Nahar. The hard-and-long- 
struggling Palestinian peo- 
ple deserve to reap the fruit 
of their struggle and to be- 
gin to enjoy a democratic 
rule. 

Whether one agrees or 
disagrees with the Sept. 13 
arrangement between Israel 
and the PLO, and whether 
events since then do or do 
not serve the best interests 
of the Palestinian people, 
the crackdown on the press 
by Mr. Arafat this early in 
the process of self- 
government is not a good 
beginning at alt. 

Worse than the silencing 
of An Nahar is the lack of 
regard the act itself shows 
towards the Palestinian 
people and towards those 
who have supported them. 
Mr. Arafat's move against 
the freedom of expression, 
one of the most elemental 
pillars of democracy, is a 
telling story. It is astound- 
ing to try to fathom the 
logic behind such an under- 
taking, particularly in light 
of the conclusive defeat of 
the Arab authoritarian 
order at the hands of tiny, 
but democratic, Israel. 

Mr. Arafat must realise 
this, and he must seek to 
change the style of gov- 
erning in the Palestinian 
arena. The best place of 
start is to encourage, not 
hinder, free expression. 

It is also astonishing to 
discern how little PLO lead- 
ers understand about their 
people in the territories. 
For years, these people pro- 
tested loudly against the 
occupation authorities' cen- 
sorship of their prose. 

The Palestinian people — 
beneficiaries of a free and 
unhindered press — shall 
not acquiesce to the PLO 
leaders’ attempts to force- 
feed them what they have 
rejected from their occu- 
piers. The closure of An 
Nahar will needlessly cancel 
criticism of Israel’s role as a 
censor of the Palestinian 
press and exonerate it his- 
torically. Censorship of the 
press is wrong, whether de- 
creed by Israel or the PLO. 

The message from the 
Arab-Palestinian people is 
dear Democratisation is 
the only condition for prog- 
ress. TTiis means allowing 
for a free press. Without it, 
conditions will remain un- 
changed. 

Even if An Nahar has 


been financed by Jordan, 
and is sympathetic to Jor- 
dan’s point of view, Mr. 
Arafat, by banning it in the 
autonomous areas, is at 
best sending a message of 
intolerance. At worst, he is 
signaling his intent to gov- 
ern just like many others in 
the region. 

The PLO's finandng of 
many publications in the 
Middle East in exchange for 
expression of support for 
PLO objectives was pre- 
cisely the rationale behind 
Israel’s on-and-off cen- 
sorship of the Palestinian 
press. The present irony 
will not escape anyone. 
One would hope that the 
Arab-Palestinian press 
could soon achieve full 
finandal and editorial inde- 
pendence. Until then, 
however. Mr. Arafat would 
do his best to stay clear of 
the press. 

To farilitate democracy 
in the Palestinian areas, va- 
rious important elements 
.should be present: First is 
an unequivocal Palestinian 
belief in the value of demo- 
cracy, including that of 
freedom of the press. Also 
critical is the Palestinians’ 
willingness to fight for it 
and to continue to protect it 
with all their might. Be- 
cause the transformation to 
a democratic rule occurs at. 
a cost to the order already;] 
in place, it is expected of 
leaders to try to slow down, 
or even scuttle, the Palesti- 
nians’ march toward demo- 
cracy. 

Tie U.S. could extend a 
han^ to assist democracy in 
the territories. A. gripe of 
most Arab-Palestinian 
activists and intellectuals 
has been that unlike the 
efforts the U.S. has made to 
promote democracy in all 
comers of the world, it has 
shown no real inclination to 
do so in the Arab World. 

" The greatest service the 
U.S. and others can offer 
■jr the Palestinians would be to 
Y 3 persuade the leaders of the 
necessity to democratise 
and to help create an en- 
vironment in which the peo- 
ple, with a certain measure 
of confidence and security, 
can navigate their way to- 
wards the realisation of 
their dreams. 

Now is the best time to 
do so. and the opportunity 
should not be allowed to 
slip away. 


The writer, an American of 
Palestinian descent, is a 
freelance journalist based 
in Washington. The article 
is reprinted from the 
Washington Post. 


NATO suffers major blow 


with Woerner’ s death 


By Nicholas Doughty 
Reuter 


BRUSSELS — NATO, 
already struggling with 
problems in Bosnia and 
other vital questions of 
European security, has suf- 
fered a major blow with the 
death of secretary-general 
Manfred Woerner. 

Diplomats and officials 
say that whoever replaces 
Woerner will face a tough 
task in guiding the 16-na- 
tion alliance. 

Mr. Woerner. 59. died 
on Saturday after a long 
struggle against cancer bur 
he had been absent from 
NATO headquarters since 
May. trying to recover 
from the effects of three 
Operations. 

"It has been noticeable 
since then that things have 
drifted a bit without a firm 
hand." said one alliance 
diplomat, who asked not to 
be identified. "Now. it's u 
big loss.” 

Mr. Woemer’s strength, 
diplomats say. was that he 
had a vision of what 
NATO’s role should be in 
post-cold war Europe, as 
well as the political experi- 
ence and force of will to 
unite the sometimes frac- 
tious allies. 

The tasks now facing the 
North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation are formid- 
able. 

The alliance is already 
working with the United 
Nations in Bosnia, a reia-. 
tionship that has been 
frayed on occasions be- 
cause of disagreements on 
when and' how to use air 
strikes. 

Within the next few 
months. NATO may need 


to either deliver on its 
promise to send in a 
peacekeeping force of up to 
50.000 troops or it may be 
involved in helping extract 
thousands of U.N. troops if 
last-ditch peace efforts fail. 

Mr. Woerner worked 
hard to build a new rela- 
tionship of cooperation 
with the Soviet Union and 
then Russia but Moscow 
has proved a difficult part- 
ner for the Wesr in recent 
months. 

Russia has opposed 
NATO action in Bosnia 
and raised strong objec- 
tions to any possible expan- 
sion of the alliance to take 
in Moscow's former satel- 
lites in Eastern Europe as 
members. 

The alliance has offered 
all of its former foes closer 
military ties through the 
Partnership for Peace 
scheme but has also prom- 
ised that it will take on new 
members at some point. 

Under pressure from 
Eastern European states 
worried about their secur- 
ity. NATO seems unlikely 
to delay that debate much 
longer. The question of 
who to admit and who to 
leave out will be difficult 
and possibly divisive. 

In the meantime. NATO 
has to make the Part- 
nership for Peace work 
through plans for joint 
military exercises with its 
new partners and very little 
spare cash. 

In an age of rapidly- 
shrinking defence budgets, 
the alliance also has trouble 
in making sure that its inte- 
grated military structure — 
one of the cornerstones of 
NATO — continues to 
bind the member nations 


together. 

So who could be best 


suited to the challenges 
ahead? 

The alliance’s headquar- 
ters in Brussels has been 
buzzing with speculation 
for months about who 
might replace him and 
member nations now have 
to agree on a candidate. 

Two names have 
emerged in the corridor 
talk as front-runners — 
Norway's Thorvald Srol- 
tenberg. a former foreign 
minister and currently 
U.N. peace mediator in 
former Yugoslavia, and 
former Italian Prime Minis- 
ter Giuliano Amato. 

Apart from Mr. Stoiten- 
berg and Mr. Amato, other 
names mentioned include 
former Dutch Premier 
Ruud Lubbers, who recent- 
ly lost out in the battle to 
succeed Jacques Delors us 
president of the European 
Commission in Brussels. 

Mr. Lubbers' former 
foreign minister. Hans Van 
Den Broek, is currently in 


charge of foreign policy at 
Co 


the European Commission 
but is widely believed to be 
interested in the NATO 
post. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd and Defence 
Secretary Malcolm Rif- 
kind. Belgian Foreign 
Minister Willy Claes and 
his predecessor. Mark Eys- 
kens. have also been men- 
tioned. 

The United States. 
NATO's senior member, 
has the command of 
alliance forces in Europe 
and. for that reason, is 
effectively ruled out of. the 
race for the top political 
post. 


By Sosomo Sono 

Agence France Presse 


TOKYO — Shin Sakurai is 
one of a long line of cabinet 
members to let sentiments 
about Japan's wartime past 
cause his political downfall 
and indignation among his 
country's neighbours. 

But even with the long 
list of known ' casualties, 
there is plenty of evidence 
that Mr. Sakurai is not 
alone in feeling Japan has 
been unfairly treated by 
historians over the period 
up to 1945. 

The state minister res- 
igned on Sunday after 
creating an international 
storm by saying “I don’t 
think Japan fought with the 
aim of waging a war of 
aggression." 

“I don’t think we should 
take the position that Japan 
was the only one that was 
wrong,” It was thanks to 
Japan that Asian neigh- 
bours had become indepen- 
dent and education had 
advanced faster, he added. 

It was thanks to Mr. 
Sakurai that Japan faced a 
new official protest from 
South Korean and 
-Yomiicbi Murayama be- 
came the latest prime 
minister to have to apolo- 
gise over a cabinet minis- 
ter’s remarks. 

Many of those who have 
previously got into trouble 
were also from the Liberal 
Democratic Party, now in 
an unlikely alliance with 
Mr. Murayama’s socialists. 

But the Asahi Shimbun 
daily highlighted how “not 
an inconsiderable number 
of Liberal Democratic Par- 
ty legislators support the 
position shown by 
Sakurai.” 

They are a minority in 
number. But the defenders 
of Japan's past show them- 
selves regularly. Only three 
months ago, Shigeto Naga- 
no resigned as justice 
minister for claiming the 


Defending 

Japan’s 

dark 


past 


1937 Nanjing massacre was 
a “fabrication." 

Mr. Nagano, a member 
of the Renewal Party 
formed last year by LDP 
defectors, also sparked 
strong protests from Asian 
countries invaded by Japan 
before and during World 
War II. 

According to Chinese fi- 
gures, more than 300,000 
people were killed by 
Japanese soldiers in 
Nanjing. 

LDP legislator and for- 
mer Transport Minister 
Shintaro Ishihara made re- 
marks similar to Nagano. 
In 1990, he was quoted by a 
U.S. magazine as saying 
tiie Nanjing massacre was 
fabricated by China. 

Diplomatic relations be- 
tween Japan and South 
Korea were hit in May 1990 
when then LDP Secretary 
General Ichiro Ozawa said 
Japan had no need to 
apologise for its colonial 
nue of the Korean peninsu- 
la from 1910 to 1945. 

i ycars ear Her, senior 
LDP member and then 
National Land Agency 
director General Seisuke 
Okuno said it was unfair to 
blame Japan for the war 
because European coun- 
tries had also colonised 
Asia. 


In 1986, Education 
Minister Masayuki Fujio, 
another LDP member said 
in a magazine interview 
that Korea was also re- 
sponsible for Japan's 
annexation of the Korean 
peninsula in 1910. 

Mr. Fujio defended the 
role of Japan’s Imperial 
Army, saying that Japan 
was not the only country 
which waged a war of 
aggression. 

Confronted with protests 
from China, South Korea 
and other Asian countries, 
die prime minister of the 
time Yasuhiro Nakasone 
cancelled a plan to visit 
Tokyo's Yasukuni Shrine, 
dedicated to the war dead, 
on Aug. 15. the 
anniversary of Japan's de- 
feat in World War II. 

Since then no Japanese 
prime minister has visited 
Yasukuni, where Hideki 
Tojo, prime minister dur- 
in .the Pacific war, is also 
buried. 

The Sakurai controversy 
came on the eve of the 49th 
anniversary of Japanese 
commemorations for its 

war dead. 

Episodes such as that 
over Mr. Sakurai streng- 
th® 11 the belief of many of 
,ts Pacific neighbours that 
Japan is refusing to come to 
terms with its past. 

Australia's war-veterans 
chief Major General Wi- 
liam James was the latest to 
accuse the Japanese on 
Sunday. 

Opening a year of special 
commemoration for Au- 
stralian dead, Mr. James,; 
president of the Returned 
Services League ; said: 
Germany has sought to 
come to terms with her 
past and some of the 
Japanese people have too. 

“As a nation Japan has 
yet to come to terms with 
her past. What a significant 
achievement it would be if 
that happened this year," 
he said. 
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a model for all to see how 
talents unexplored over de- 
cades can be used to serve 
peace. 

Q: Not all are convinced of 
these principles. Syria, and 
consequently Lebanon, did 
not yet define their tracks as 
Your Majesty did. 

A: All the officials in the 
Middle East are seriously 
looking for real peace, and I 
reaffirm, all. In fact, there is 
no substitute to seeking a 
comprehensive peace which 
includes Israel and all its 
Arab neighbours. Every 
Arab- Israeli peace initiative, 
such as the Jordaman-lsiaeli 
agreements, are but blocks in 
the structure of a comprehen- 
sive peace that would be 
reached later. 

Q: It seems that not all the 
leaders of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
share’ with you this view. 
(Yasser) Arafat's Foreign 
Minister Farouk Kaddoumi 
reiterated that die destruc- 
tion of Israel is inevitable. 
A: Arafat and Kaddoumi are 
free to say whatever they 
like. But this does not change 
anything in the mevitabflity 
of die peace process. 

Q: We do not like to imagine 
what can take place in case 
one of the main active perso- 
nalities in the peace process 
ought fall victim to an assas- 
sination (attempt) concocted 
by the enemies of the idea of 
a just peace between the 
Arabs mid Israel... Do you 
remember the fate of (late 
Egyptian President Anwar) 
Sadat? 

A: Anyone supporting such 
decisions is threatened... But 
responsible politicians should 
work in accordance to what 
their consciences dictate and 
what serves their peoples. 
But with regards to us, we are 
determined to have peace 
and nothing will dissuade us 
from that direction. 

Q i Why do you focus on the 
peace negotiations with the 
Israelis at this specific time? 
A: No other Arab country 
°.r'V k has offered to the Palesti- 
h f, : mans what Jordan offered, 
and no one else has suffered 
as we did for them. Now that 
the Palestinians have signed 
their own agreements with 
the Israelis, we considered it 
our duty to take care of our 
own interests. 

Q: The negotiations with 
Israel have started a few 
weeks ago, but they did not 
produce much till now. 

A: The general atmosphere 
surrounding the negotiations 
is okay. But stQl the negotia- 
tions might take some time. 
There are reasons for that. 
We are not willing only to 
agree on the specific places to 
delineate the border in the 
Jordan Valley, we want to 
Convert the valley into a val- 
ley of peace and to cany out 
joint projects with a futuristic 
dimension. In addition, we 
want to know our shares of 
water and the existing possi- 
bilities for die optimal use of 
available water sources and 
finding new ones provided 
that that takes place within a 
regional framework. This 
takes time and we will con- 
tinue to negotiate until we 
achieve tangible success and 
then the Jordanian people 
will have to give their view 
and say if they are satisfied 
with the outcome, and those 
with opposing views have to 
express their views too. A 
dictated peace will not be a 
i'real peace. 

Q: WO! you sign a peace 
agreement with Israel this 
year? 

A: I do not want to rule out 
that possibility. But negotia- 
tions have started only a 
short while ago. I do not 
know how long they will 
take. 

Q: Your agreement with 
Israel in Washington has irri- 
tated die PLO leadership. 


was angered by that 
paragraph on Jordan’s prior- 
tty to the holy places in Jeru- 
salem in the negotiations 
oyer the final status of the 
not there anything to 
justify this anger? 

A: Never. The special rela- 
tions between the Hashemite 
family and Jerusalem and its 
holy places date back to the 
e ra before the declaration of 
the state of Israel and the 
establishment of the King- 
dom of Jordan. What hap- 
pened in Washington is no- 
thing more than an affirma- 
tion of this fact, knowing that 
Jordan fought for Jerusalem 
in 1948 and had saved it. 

Q: ... from the fist of the 
young state of Israel? 

A: The disaster came with the 
1967 war when Israel took 
over the city of Jerusalem. 
And. despite that, we con- 
tinued to honour our duties 
towards the holy places, 
something endorsed by the 
Arab summit convened in 
Rabat in 1974. 

Q: Still, rsrael gave the PLO 
an affirmation included in the 
joint declaration of principles 
that Israel will negotiate only 
with the organisation on the 
final status of the city of 
Jerusalem, which caused 
Arafat a feeling of humilia- 
tion. 


t 


A: There is a new element, 
and that is the quest to sepa- 
rate between the protection 
of the holy Islamic, Christian 
and Jewish sites and between 
the political differences. If 
this quest succeeds, Jeru- 
salem will indeed become the 
city of peace for all. But this 
does not at all affect the 
negotiations over the future 
of the city as agreed between 
the Palestinian leadership 
and Israel. 

Q: Maybe Israel believes It 
has an interest to give pre- 
ferential treatment for one 
party over another or vice- 
versa? 

A: Out of integrity I say that 
Jordan took the initiative in 
this regard to guarantee that 
things would not go out of 
hand and get confused before 
a satisfactory solution to all 
parties is readied. Thus we 
have to differentiate between 
two things: The religious 
matters on the one hand, and 
the rights of the Palestinians 
to regain these rights. 

Q: Arafat’s expert on Jeru- 
salem affairs Faisal A1 Hus- 
sein! believes that raising the 
question of Jerusalem is the 
best means to destroy the 
peace process. 

A: There is nothing justifying 
any stirring of emotions. I 
hope that no one will try to 
hide his failure by raising the 
question of Jerusalem. Be- 
lieve me, we do not want to 
compete with the Palesti- 
nians. 

Q: Did you dedde to push 
the peace process forward by 
a Jordanian initiative because 
of your doubts that Israel and 
the PLO will hold new agree- 
ments behind your back and 
at Jordan’s expense? 

A: The Palestinians have 
really surprised us, although 
we have coordinated our 
policies at the 1991 Madrid 
peace conference. Still we 
continued to support them. 
Now, we have the right to 
take care of our interests. We 
also were continuously caring 
for coordination and joint ac- 
tion. But this will has always 
stumbled and was not up to 
our expectations. Thus we 
were prompted to take the 
initiative. 

Q: Do yon expect the emerg- 
ence of an independent 
Palestinian state or do you 
prefer to see a Jordaman- 
Palestinian federation? 

A: It is premature to say 
anything certain about the 
future relations between Jor- 
dan and the Palestinian terri- 
tories. The most important 
thing is for the Palestinians to 
regain their democratic rights 
and after that we can see 
what we can do. Let us leave 
matters to time to handle this 
question, but we do respect 
the Palestinian people's inde- 
pendent decision regardless 
of its nature. 

Q: Hundreds of thousands of 
Palestinians emigrated to Jor- 


dan following the war of 
1967. Will they remain in 
Jordan or would they be able 
to return to Palestine? 

A: This will be determined by a 
four-member committee from 
Jordan, Egypt. Israel and the 
Palestinians. It is the dis pl ac e d 
people's right to be repatriated. 
Q: All the politicians involved in 
the peace process have been 
meeting and discussing peace; 
why has not Yasser Arafat come 
tu Amman? 

A: I am not aware of the reason. 
But we welcome him any time 
here. 

QtThe Middle East would not 
enjoy peace without Syria. Will 
Hafez A! _ Assad move in the 
required direction or will he re- 
main isolated as if be is reflecting 
pan-Arabtsm? 

A: I believe that President Assad 
seeks peace and that things 
would be moving because Syria 
and Lebanon constitute true ele- 
ments in the comprehensive 
peace that should prevail in the 
region. 

Q: Is there any coordination be- 
tween yourself and Hafez A1 
Assad? 

A: Not at the moment. But I 
believe that the Jordanian initia- 
tive did not surprise President 
Assad a great deal as we have 
been on constant contact. When 
I last met him I explained that we 
were doing our best ro maximise 
our potential to the best of our 
ability. 

Q: Does this mean that Assad 
supports your policies towards 
Israel? 

A: Anyway, he has not shown 
any opposition thus far. 

Q: Do you visualise the emerg- 
ence of a common market be- 
tween Israel and its Arab neigh- 
bours? 

At There are unlimited possibili- 
ties for improving the living con- 
ditions of people. Such a market 
would offer us all better stability, 
security and prosperity which 
would augmr well for the rest of 
the world. 

O- But in this case the Arabs 
might face an Israeli economic 
hegemony? 

A: I do not believe that Jordan 
has anything to fear from the 
common market idea. Ours is a 
developed country and our peo- 
ple enjoy a high degree of cul- 
ture. We can face any challenge 
with reassured mind and self- 
confidence and there is no reason 
for us to fear the future or 
Israel’s hegemony. 

Q: For four years your country 
has been in isolation from tljc 
Arab countries for your support 
of Saddam Hussein in the Gulf 
Crisis. Has the time come for 
returning Iraq to the Arab fold 
or even to involve Iraq m the 
peace process with Israel? -. 

Ar I Cannot speak for others. 
But I hope that Iraq, which is a 
vital element in this region, 
would return to life again and I 
hope that the Iraqi people's suf- 
ferings will end. As to peace in 
the region, Iraq would have its 
important role in it. 

Q: Are yon ready to mediate so 
as to return Iraq to the world 
community’s fold? 

A: I have not been approached 
for such a role, and therefore I 
have not made any contacts in 
this matter. 

Q: You are the oldest ruling head 
of slate in the Middle East, can 
yon predict when peace would 
prevail? 

A: Both sides in the conflict have 
realised that there is no alterna- 
tive to a peaceful settlement. But 
it is difficult to predict when this 
can be translated mto fad. 

Q: U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher believes that he 
can attain peace before the end 
of 1996 — is he ovc roptimistic? 

A: Not at all. But this depends on 
the speed in which the two sides 
can make their hopes and good 
intentions turn into realities. 

Q: After 17 years the fate Egyp- 
tian president. Anwar Sadat, en- 
tered the “hell side" of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict with a risk to his 
life, had it not been better for the 
Arabs then to join Sadat's peace- 
ful bid instead of wasting all 
these years? 

A: Many opportunities were mis- 
sed in the past, before and after 
Sadat, ana this resulted in our 
region facing a tragedy. The 
leaders had cared only for their 
“narrow" interests, overlooked 
Pan-Arab interests. On the Arab 
and Israeli sides many of them 
had ran after illusions, some- 
thing which has now come to an 
end. 

Ch You wiD shortly visit Ger- 
many. How do you think Euro- 
pean contribute to the peace 
process? 

A: It is my hope that our 
friendship with Europe would 
help us achieve our vision of a 
peaceful Middle East. 

Q: Your Majesty, you have en- 
countered an acute health crisis. 

What objectives did you define 
for yourself? 

A: Supporting the principles of 
democracy, pluralism and human 
rights. We hope to set a good 


Two South Korean children join an anti-war inarch in downtown Seoul urging the government to resort to dialogue rather than 
sanctions m the nuclear standoff* with North Korea (AFP photo) 

North Korea played nuclear card 
to meet U.S. on equal footing 


By Peter James Spielmann 

The Associated Press 

SEOUL — Isolated and 
with its economy faltering. 
North Korea had only one 
card to play to piy Western 
aid and diplomatic recogni- 
tiqttjOik of Washington — . 
the' threat to go nuclear.' 

With the Nudear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty up for 
renewal in 1995, the United 
States felt the stakes were 
too high to let North Korea 
become a high-profile 
rogue nudear state. 

That could inspire coun- 
tries like Libya, Iran and 
Pakistan to try and openly 
join the nudear dub. And 
the pressure for South 
Korea and Japan to face 
North Korea’s challenge 
would be irresistible, 
opening a nuclear arms 
race in Asia. 

So the deal struck in 


Geneva last weekend was 
practically inevitable. It 
showed that however badly 
off the Communist North 
may be, its diplomatic 
game with the West has 
been remarkably sophisti- 
cated, especially consider- 
ing the slim. hand. Pyon- 
gyang had to play. 

The United States pro- 
vided assurances that 
North Korea would get 
new 2,000-megawatt light- 
water nuclear reactois, aid 
in the form of energy 
alternatives until the new 
reactors are on line, and 
diplomatic recognition. 

The North agreed to 
forego a suspected nuder 
weapons programme that 
was of dubious intrinsic 
value. It promised to shut 
down its old 5-megawatt 
reactor, not reprocess some 
8,000 spent foe! rods now 
in storage, and halt con- 


struction of two new 
graphite reactors, which 
produce plutonium as a 
byproduct. 

Reprocessing the 8,000 
spent fuel rods would have 
yielded enough plutonium 
to make five or six nuclear 
weapons. Heading off that 
possibility was the chief 
U.S. goal in these talks. 

North Korea would also 
shut down its fuel reproces- 
sing centre and put it under 
supervision of the Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA). It would 
allow the U.N. agency’s 
inspectors into its declared 
nudear facilities under a 
safeguards agreement 
Pyongyang signed in 1992. 

It’s not dear if the North 
will let the IAEA check 
two other suspected nuc- 
lear sites it has designated 
as off-limits “military 
bases," that is a point the 


United States is sure to 
insist on in future talks. 

Further negotiations are 
scheduled in Geneva on 
Sept. 23 on the interim 
energy alternatives North 
Korea has been promised, 
establishing liaison offices 
in Washington . and Pyon- 
gyang as a first step to full 
mutual recognition, final 
disposal of the 8,000 spent 
fuel rods and providing the 
new reactors. 

To avoid hefty costs to 
the American taxpayer, 
chief U.S. negotiator 
Robert Galucri is trying to 
arrange for Germany and 
Japan, and perhaps South 
Korea, to pay most of the 
cost of the new reactors, 
which would be provided 
by South Korea or Russia. 
■The United States would 
supply technical experts. 

The deal is impressive for 
a reclusive state that lost its 


long-time ruler in the midst 
of the crisis and remains as 
hard-line as ever. In ess- 
ence. all North Korea has 
pledged to do is live up to 
the agreement it signed in 
1992. 

Since then, the North 
adroitly retained its ability 
to go nudear while adding 
new demands as the price 
of its cooperation with 
U.N. inspectors. 

Coming out of this round 
of talks, it still holds 8.000 
plutonium-bearing fuel 
rods, not to mention the 
plutonium it extracted from 
reprocessing in the past. 
The CIA figures it has 
enough to make one or two 
bombs. 

And it doesn't have to 
cooperate beyond putting 
its nuclear programme tem- 
porarily on hold until 
Washington coughs up the 
aid package. 


Jordan, PLO open discussion on relations 

(Continued from page I) 


example to others in utilising the 
fruits of peace for the benefit of 
all. I hope of the breaking for a 
new dawn. 


‘ Jordan seeks just peace’ 

(Continued from page 1) atmosphere of democracy 

and respect of human limits,” 
the King said. 

The Armed Forces, he 
said, will be always ready and 
able to carry out its duty. 

“We have lived hard years 
but, with God's will, we will 
pursue the path that would 
lead to our aspired goals," he 
said. 

Jordan continues to sup- 
port the Palestinians' rights in 
their own homeland. In Jor- 
dan, he added, “we live as 
one family pursuing the same 
march until the day comes 
when circumstances will 
allow people to choose their 
way," 


“We are entering a new 
battle which we feel eligible 
and qualified to win with our 
awareness, scientific know- 
ledge, strong will, resolve 
and determination because 
we believe that this ucountry 
possesses a great potential, 
and we believe that this un- 
ited Jordanian family is en- 
trusted with the principles 
and objectives of the Arab 
Nation,” King Hussein said. 

“We hope that the King- 
dom, with its united family, 
will set a good example to 
others through their dedi- 
cated efforts conducted in an 


attempts at independence by 
interfering in the running of 
their affairs. 

On the economic level, for 
example, the Palestinian 
leadership has repeatedly 
stalled over the signing of the 
economic pact because of its 
allowances for a role for the 
Centra! Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) in licensing banking 
operations and its recognition 
of the Jordanian dinar as the 
main currency in the occu- 
pied territories. 

"Politically, the Palesti- 
nians saw a Palestinian cur- 
rency as a symbol of their 
sovereignly, but economical- 
ly it would be disastrous for 
them and us,” another senior 
official said. 

For one, a third of the King- 
dom’s money supply is being 
circulated in the occupied terri- 
tories and the Kingdom wanted 
to place guards against being 
faced with a situation where it 
would have to buy back all the 
Jordanian dinars being dumped 
without prior notice. “This is 
why Jordan was asking for a 
grace period if the Palestinians 
were seriously intent on creating 
a Palestinian currency," one offi- 
cial explained. 

If a Palestinian currency is 
issued, “the natural thing for the 
residents in the West Bank to do 
is to dump the Jordanian dinar 
and buy the new Palestinian cur- 
rency,'* the official added. 
“Naturally, because the Jorda- 
nian dinar is not an international 
currency, we would have to buy 
it all back immediately," he said. 

“If you do not honour your 
own currency, you would not 
only empty the Central Bank or 
its reserves, but also place a 
strain on the Jordanian dinar 
which would mean devaluating it 
immediately,'' he added. 

“What we are telling the 
Palestinians is: If you want to 
have your own currency we have 
a right, as Jordan, to be told 
ahead of time so that we could 
take protective measures,” the 
official said. 

Jordan, as part of its unsigned 
economic pact with the Palesti- 
nians, has asked that banks oper- 
ating in the Palestinian self-rule 


areas also abide by the regula- 
tions of the CBJ in what Jorda- 
nian officials say is also a protec- 
tive measure against facility of 
bank loans. 

Before the self-rule arrange- 
ments. banks in the occupied 
territories, used to operate 
almost as moneychangers with 
no provisions for bank loans and 
other banking activities. 

"Now that the banks are going 
to give loans they would be 
giving Jordanian dinars against a 
piece of land," one official ex- 
plained. “This would naturally 
mean that the country’s treasury 
has new commitments. 

“With banks operating in Jor- 
dan, there is no problem because 
they are operating under CBJ 
regulations. But these new banks 
would be using the Jordanian 
currency as the main currency 
and not following the regulations 
governing the use of this curren- 
cy," the official added. 

Other than the details of the 
pending economic pact. Jorda- 
nian officials hope to tackle the 
new developments on this 
arrangement with a view to in- 
corporating new agreements 
forged between the Palestinians 
and Israel and the Palestinians 
and Egypt on the one hand and 
Jordan and Israel on the other, 
including a $30 million trade 
agreement for Jordanian exports 
into the West Bank areas outside 
those which fall under the self- 
rule authority. 

Jordan and Israel, at the end 
of a two-week bilateral round 
which ended last week, agreed to 
a trade pact that authorised Am- 
man to export S30 million in 
consumer goods to the $UU- 
occupied areas of the West Bank 
before the end of 1994. 

The PLO immediately crili- 
cised the pact saying that it 
bypassed the Palestinian self-rule 
authority and ignored the fact 
that these areas are to fall under 
rule of this authority. 

The export agreement, Jorda- 
nian officials have said, does not 
contradict an earlier agreement 
with the Palestinians that 
allowed Jordan to export S300 
million to the West Bank and 
that the Jordan-Israel agreement 
was only the necessary step be- 
fore the kingdom out actually 
execute its agreement with the 
Palestinians. 

“After having gained Palesti- 
nian approval for a ceiling of 


million, we had to get 
Israeli approval for these expons 
because Israel still controls the 
entry points into these areas.” 
one Jordanian negotiator recent- 
ly told the Jordan Times. 

“This was only the second step 
in our agreement with the 
Palestinians so that it can be- 
come possible for us to export 
anything into the occupied terri- 
tories." the negotiator added. 

A senior Jordanian official 
said Sunday that Jordan will dis- 
cuss this export agreement with 
the Palestinian side and is “opti- 
mistic" the Palestinian side will 
understand. 

“I hope that they come up with 
a statement saying wc should 
have an agreement for $70 mil- 
lion instead of S3U million.” the 
official said. 

Jordanian officials were on 
Sunday confident that they 
would be able to work out these 
and other issues with their 
Palestinian counterparts. “We 
will tell them that while we 
understand their political consid- 
erations we have to overcome 
these considerations and get 
down to the things that must 'be 
done." a senior official said. 

“I am confident that the two 
days of meeting will bring results 

on the economic from.” another 

official also concurred. 

On the political front, the 
Jordanian officials said that they 
hoped the political committee 
meetings in Amman would “lay 
the foundation" for a new chap- 
ter in the political relations be- 
tween the two leaderships. 

However, they did not think 
that the meeting here would re- 
solve all the Outstanding political 
differences and expect that a 
planned meeting between HU 
Majesty King Hussein and 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat would be the “appropri- 
ate forum" for resolving these 
problems. 

Row over arms i 

(Continued from page 1) 
Israel and the PLO are due 
to resume falks in Cairo on 
Monday on transferring civi- 
lian powers in the areas of 
education, health care, tour- 
ism, social affairs, the budget 
and taxation. 

Both sides have said the 
early transfer of powers 
should be agreed by Wednes- 
day. 


Endangered gorillas 
caught up in conflict 


By Susan Njanji 
Agence Frunee Pressc 

Rl’HENCiERl. Rwanda — 
Ruanda's rare mountain 
gorillas, stars of the hux- 
olfice smash "Gorillas in the 
Mist." appear to have 
emerged unscathed from the 
Rwandan civil war, the au- 
thorities here believe. 

Now the new Rwandan 
government is keen to re- 
open rhe Kinigt national park 
where they live, some 120 
kilometres from Kigali. 

Conservationists reckon 
that Kinigi. in the northeast- 
ern Yirunga mountains, is 
home to more than half of the 
world's estimated total 
mountain gorilla population 
of HMI. 

The authorities here and 
park workers are hopeful that 
the gorillas, feared to have 
been caught up in crossfire or 
displaced' hv the fleeing re- 
fugees. are still alive in or 
somewhere near the game 
park. 

”1 understand the gornllas 
are still there, and we hope to 
re-open the park shortly." 
said Eugene Twizerc. the de- 
puty prefect for the 
Ruhengert prefecture, in ihe 
northeast of the country, in 
an interview with AFP. 

A driver and tourist guide 
for the park. Muhamud 
Juma. said: "It appears no 
gorillas were killed during the 
lighting. I think many of 
them fled to Kisoro forest m 
Uganda or ViruniNt in 
Zaire." 

Hundreds of the park em- 
plovees and their families 
from within the area, fled the 
war to Zaire through the 
mountainous forests inha- 
bited by the gorillas. 

A stretch of mountains lie 
along the northern border of 
Rwanda with neighbouring 


Zaire and Uganda. 

A Scottish veterinary re- 
searcher. Alan GonhjH. who 
visited the park Jate last 
month in assess damage and 
rc-huild tourism and environ- 
mental aid. said from the 
fresh trails of the gorillas he 
saw, "they appear to be 
fine." 

"Anyway, even if the goril- 
las fled to Zaire or Uganda. I 
am sure the wardens will be 
able to lure them Kick to our 
park." said Ahmad Bizi man- 
ga. an animal science student 
who was attached to Kinigi 
park. 

The workers said the park 
contained "many" gorillas 
and attracted dozens of tour- 
ists every day before the 
April n death of former Presi- 
dent Juvenal II.iby,irim.in,i. 
killed in a suspected rocket 
attack on his plane, triggered 
the massacre of up to one 
million people m a merciless 
civil war. 

The park s guest rooms 
and lodges were destroyed 
and looted during the 14 
weeks of warfare* that un- 
leashed I lahy.irimana's Hutu 
militias against Kith Hutu 
opponents and the minority 
Tufst tribe. 

Tourist interest was fuelled 
hy the film “Gorrillas in the 
Mist, featuring Signourney 
Weaver as the American con- 
servationist Dian Fussev. 
who through dose contact 
with the animals became an 
expert mi the species. 

Professor Goohali said 
there was minimal poaching 
during the war and thus the 
"rare animals .. are probably 
better off now regarding dis- 
turbances and poaching" than 
they have ever been.'* 
Twin-re said the govern- 
ment expected to reopen the 
park scum . 



Economy 


F breign firms fall foul of China’s tax reforms ^ 


BEIJING (AFP) - Some 
roreien-ftinded firm have fal- 
len foul of China's tax re- 
forms, with promised rebates 


foreign-funded firm have fal- 


half of this year compared to 
the same 1993 period. 

A China News Service re- 
port said one-third of the 
total had seen their tax bur- 
den decrease while another 
third had experienced no 
change. 

Mr. Chen attributed the 30 
per cent rise to the con- 
tinuous development of fore- 
ign-funded enterprises and 
the expiration of some films' 
tax exemption period, rather 
than to an increased tax 
burden. 

He admitted that some 
problems “need to be cor- 
rected" and said a national 
investigation would be held 
soon to ensure that local gov- 
ernments return extra tax to 
eligible firms. 

Foreign investors have also 
complained over a new value 
added tax (VAT) system that 
has replaced the old consoli- 
dated industrial and commer- 
cial tax (CICT). 

Citing increases to their tax 
bills of up to 10 per cent 
investors say the government 
has failed to allow in practice 
a variety of credits required 
for an equitable transition 
from CICT to VAT. 

State Taxation Administra- 
tion Vice Minister Xiang 


failing to materialise amid an 
overall tax hike of 30 oer 


overall tax hike of 30 per 
cent, a senior official was 
quoted as saying Sunday. 

According to Chen Uan- 
ho, director of die Foreign 
Tax Administration Depart- 
ment, one third of overseas- 
funded firms in China have 
seen their tax burden in- 
crease since the implementa- 
tion of the reforms at the 
beginning of the year. 

Despite pledges to pay re- 
bates for five years to any 
existing foreign ventures that 
suffered a hike in liabilities, 
Mr. Chen admitted that some 
regions had failed to come up 
with the refunds. 

Other areas have also 
failed to refund taxes paid by 
foreign-owned firms after 
their products are exported 
overseas, the China Daily 
Business Weekly quoted him 


as saying. 

. Mr. Chen's remarks con- 


firmed complaints by foreign- 
funded manufacturing ven- 
tures here that the reforms 
had resulted in total confu- 
sion at the regional level, 
with many local tax bureaux 
unaware of how to imple- 
ment the tax rebate system. 

According to the State 
Taxation Administration, 
takes levied on all foreign- 
funded ventures in China 
rose 30 per cent in the first 


But investors in Beijing, 
Tianjin, Dalian and Guang- 
zhou dismissed his com- 
ments. They were most sca- 
thing about what they said 
was the over-hasty and chao- 
tic implementation of VAT. 

“The implementation of 
VAT has been a disaster — 


poorly conceived and weakly 
introduced," said the frus- 


trated financial director of 
one major Western venture 
in northeastern Dalian, 
adding that the reforms had 
so far had a “very negative 
impact" on his company's tax 


Huaicheng boasted early tins 
month that the overhaul bad 


month that the overhaul bad 
been implemented success- 
fully saying “foreign inves- 
tors have come to realise 
China won’t increase their 
tax burden.” 


UBjract on his company s tax 

“It may all sound terrific at 
fop level but when you get 
down to the local level there's 
complete confusion, ” he 
said, while a Western accoun- 
tant here said tax offices had 
acknowledged that they 
themselves had not yet even 
received internal instructions 
on bow to grant rebates. 

Under the old system, 
manufacturers paid GtCT on 
a rising scale according to 
sector — starting from two 
per cent — on gross sales of 
goods, while they now pay 
the difference in VAT — 
usually about 17 per cent — 
on their purchases of mate- 
rials and their sales. 

Western accountants said 
the difference between the 
CICT and VAT caknhtions ■ 
should not in most cases be 
great, bat many foreign 
manufacturers — and, it 
seems, the Chinese tax au- 


thorities — bave in recent 
months discovered other- 
wise. 

The spokesman for a top 
Western manufacturer of hair 
products — liable also for a 
consumption tax of some 17 
per cent under the luxury 
goods category — estimated 
bis company's tax burden had 
increased by eight to 10 per 
cent. 

A Guangzhou-based 
cosmetics manufacturer has 
experienced a similar rise, 
but, a company spokesman 
said, “I haven't seen much 
action from the tax bureau. 
No one's offering any money 
now nor any quick explana- 
tions." 

Financial directors listed a 
catalogue of complaints in 
explanation of the increased 
bins, centering on the gov- 
ernment’s failure to allow in 
practice a variety of credits 
required for an equitable 
transition from CICT to 
VAT. 

Lack of coorctinatiaii be- 
tween tax and customs au- 
thorities is also causing prob- 
lems with VAT paid on im- 
ports and contributing to the 
{, unfaimess” of the new sys- 
tem, they said. 

Terry Wang, tax manager 
of Feat Marwick Huazhen 
accountants here, was opti- 
mistic any “teething prob- 
lems” would be overcome, 
but the financial director of a 
European food manufacturer 
in Beijing doubted his com- 


pany would ever get ' its 
money back. 

“The reason for the tax 
reforms was both to update 
the system and to get more 
money/’ he said, accusing 
the government of being in 
such a hurry to announce the 
far-reaching reforms that it 
failed to ao its homework. 

“Now they’ve realised that 
by granting all promised re- 
bates and credits, they'll be 
no better off so they’ve put 
the whole thing on hold. If 
they can't get enough then 
they’ll adjust the system to 
make sure they do,” he said. 


middle-class 
market 
estimated 
at 180 m 


With a Beijing-based eco- 
nomist interpreting the cash- 
strapped government's half- 
year budget figures as show- 
ing “the tax reforms have not 
been the resounding success 
the government hoped for,” 
some foreign investors pre- 
dicted “adjustments” would 
be made towards the end of 
the year. 


But they warned that with 
last year's China euphoria 


among foreign companies 
now fading somewhat, Beij- 
ing could not afford to go 
back too far on its word. 

“They have to keep the 
right balance between what 
they say and what they do. Of 
course, people won't stop 
coming to a market of 1.2 
billion people, but they will 
start looking elsewhere, said 
the European financial 
director. 


Romania to launch mass privatisation scheme this year 


BUCHAREST (R) — Under 
pressure to speed up priva- 
tisation, the Bucharest gov- 
ernment is about to launch a 
controversial scheme aimed 
at making Romania a nation 
of shareholders in thousands 
of companies by the end of 
this year. 

The plan, announced this 
month and subject to par- 
liamentary approval in 
September, allows Roma- 
nians to swap pre-share 
vouchers for shares in 3,000 
state firms set to go private. 
The vouchers were given to 
15.5 millio n Romanians in 
1992. : * 

t*The new project shows 
there is a political will to step 
up privatisation in this coun- 
try. Romania badly needed 
tins mass privatisation prog- 


ramme,” Dorn Nicolaescu, 
general manager at the 
National Privatisation Agen- 
cy, told Reuters. 

A key feature of the new 
scheme gives Romanians 
“new privatisation coupons” 
worth 875,000 lei SS17 in 
addition to the 1992 
vouchers, which Prime Minis- 
ter Nicolae Vacariou has 
valued at 25,000 eH (S12.75) 
each, their anient price on 
an info rmal market. 

“We will implement this 
programme. I can’t see any 
party opposing it in parlia- 
ment in September,” Mr. 
Vacaroiu said. 

But the move is perceived 
by the opposition as a popul- 
ist measure which coukf re- 
verse the unpopularity of Mr. 
Vacaroiu's minority govern- 


ment in the eyes of the 
electorate and as an attempt 
to delay real privatisation. 

Denunciation of the plan 
by opposition politicians and 
economists indicate debates 
in parliament will be heated. 

“The government's new 
privatisation plan is a politic- 
al sting, an economic theft, a 
programme of lies,” said 
Adrian Severin, a leader of 
the key opposition Democra- 
tic Party. 

Under the new program- 
mes, Romanians would swap 
coupons for shares represent- 
ing 60 per cent — former 

S iam pnt this figure at only 
0 per cent — of equity in the 


(SOF), which manages the 
lion's share of Romania’s pri- 
vatisation, would auction the 
remaining 40 per cent of 
equity. Companies would get 
some 40 per cent of the cash 
obtained in the auctions, 
which they could use either to 
recapitalise or to repay debts, 
the draft said. 

Mr. Vacaroiu says the new 
coupons would repair the 
“social injustice” caused by 
profiteers who concentrated 
in their hands z large number 
of 1992 pre-share vouchers 
which they had bought from 
the needy. 

Both the premier and Pres- 
ident Ion Iliescu say some six 


3,000 most “profitable com- . --million people had been led 
panies” in various sectors of by poverty and crooked deal- 
the economy. ers to sell coupons on an 

The State Ownership Fund “uncontrolled black mar- 
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ket.” but a recent opinion 
poll conducted by the inde- 
pendence Irsop Institute 
showed only six per cent of 
Romanians parted with their 
pre-privatisation vouchers. 

Romania began its free- 
maifcet reforms after it ended 
four decades of communist 
rule m a revolution in 1969. 
But the SOF, together with 
five regionally-based private 
ownership funds, have so far 
privatised only about 600 
firms, none significant in size 
or value. 

“The new . programme 
could be unproved upon and 
One could criticise parts of it, 
but r prefer not to " Elabo- 
rate,” Mr. Nicolaescu said. 

Some economists say pri- 
vatisation has been delayed 
because of domestic capital 
shortages and thin interest on 
the part of foreign investors. 

Other analysts say it is re- 
sisted by communist-era 
managers. 


J133».l 




“The TV gives me unconditional 
love! It doesn’t care what I say 
or if I take a shower or....” 


^LuaumJI - ijjLu 14 f wbiLu 

SIGHT& SOUND 

661136/7 


v\ ;■ 


now you’re 
In the picture 


You wear 


DAJANl’S 


Jewelry 

Amra Hotel Shops. 6th Circle. 'Amman. 


TODAY 15 A HOLIDAY 50 
I SUES5 THE COURTHOUSE 
15 CLOSED.. ^ 


I KNOUL I HAVE TO 
60 ALL DAY WITHOUT 
.5UIN6 SOMEBODY > 





ATTORNEYS LOOK /TWENTY- 1 
PATHETIC WHEN / FOUR HOURS 
THE COURTHOUSE DOWN THE 
IS CLOSED.. 1 DRAIN* , 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY AUGUST 22, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Rigtrter Foundation 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: subjected to. 




GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Find the best way you can to 
resolve a difficult problem and 
try to be more agreeable with an 
associate who hasn't been car- 
rying their fair share of the load. 
Express your creative ideas 
deariy. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
' ber 22) New thoughts about the 


Andy Capp 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Don’t interfere with the activities 
of a loved one today or there 
amid be trouble. Study outlets 
which could add to your income. 


' ber 22) New thoughts about the 
money you have may not be 
right, so be sure to make a 
careful study of your finances 
before maHwg a decision. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Don’t be forceful 
with others to gain your n™ 
today. Take more time to formu- 
late a better plan of action to- 
wards any new nggjpommt 
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r MILLIE, you HAVE BROKEN 
MY HEART/ LIFE MEANS 
NOTHING.' LIVE OR DIE I 
. SHALL DRIFT AIMLESSLY 
^"--—7 TO THE END OP 

l the world/ 




THIS IS GOODBYE, 

millie,soodbye 

forever/ 
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LETTER Tb GEORGE PdR 
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TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Use tact and avoid an argument 
with a stubborn associate. State 
your views to those who can help 
you in the future on any projects. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Study your 
money situation and take steps to 
improve h. Take time for refiev- 
mg tensions within your house- 
hold in the evening. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) This is not the right 
day to see an influential person 
who can be of help to you. Be 
more objective in all your deal- 


and gain added security in the 
future. Listen to what an expert 
has to suggest so you can be 
successful. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 lo 
July 21) You may have- to post- 
pone plans for a social gathering 
because of a new situation which 
has crate up. Be logical in your 
methods. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 


Begin the week property by 
cooperating more with assoa- 


coopcnmng more 
ates. Study new ws 
the quality of your 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Show that you 
appreciate the support of higher- 
ups and gain farther goodwill. 
Many benefits can come your 
way whkh are pleasant. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Yon have fine ideas which 


with your 


should be put in motion without 
delay. Find a good philosophy of 


VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) You m&y have difficulty 
gaming the data you need today, 
SO be tactful and steer dear of 
impending danger you may be 


delay. find a good philo: 
life to foOcrw and you 
successful. 


Birthstone of August; 
Peridot — Golden Quartz 
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NEW DELHI (R) — New 
government figures show that 
India's middle class, eagerly 
eyed by business for its im- 
mense buying potential, may 
be around 20 per cent of the 
population — a massive 180 
million people. 

The site of the Indian mid- 
dle class has been much de- 
bated over the last three 
years, after the government 
unleashed radical reforms to 
the socialist-dominated eco- 
nomy. 

The slashing of govern- 
ment controls and a series of 
measures to move towards a 
market economy largely de- 
pends on the spending power 
of the burgeoning middle 
class in a country of more 
than 900 million. 

An elaborate national sam- 
ple survey by the planning 
ministry shows spending pat- 
terns which suggest the mid- 
dle dass is around 20 per cent 
of the population, said offi- 
cials who made the figures 
available to Reuters. 

The survey, carried out be- 
tween 1990 and 1993, shows 
that 19.2 per cent of India’s 
urban families spent at least 
2,450 rupees ($80) per month 
and 20.8 per cent of rural 
families spent at least 1,600 
rupees ($50) per morith. 

Analysts say such spending 
qualifies these families as 
middle dass. 

“At 1,500 rupees you 
would be sitting pretty in 
rural areas if you don’t pay 
rent, and in urban areas yon 
would be safe at 2,000 rupees 
per month,” said market 
analyst P.N. Vijay. “I would 
put the middle class popula- 
tion at 200 million." 

Income levels in dollar 
terms are low in India but 
local prices are also low, and 
tire rupee goes much further 
than dollar conversions 
would suggest. 

The International Monet- 
ary Fund (IMF) has ranked 
India as the sixth largest eco- 
nomy in terms of purchasing 
power of the local currency. 

Die big names of the fast 
food and beverage world and 
other consumer-oriented 
companies have flocked to 
India since reforms began on 
foe notion that, no matter 
what the numbers, India will 
produce a market of a size 
that cannot be ignored. 
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Now York Closing Rotas for Major CO r ra ii das Against tho 
US. Dollar 


Currency 


I Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


12/8/94 

19/8/94 

Percent 

Close 

Close 

Change 

1 Jj465 

1.5490 

0.J6S 

1.5512 

1.5397 

0.75“ 

1.5026 

1.2955 
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4.93 
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4.93 

4.68 

5.06 
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Currency 

Bid 

OfTer 

U.S. Dollar 

0.6930 

0.6950 

Sterling Pound 

1.0716 

1.0770 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4497 

0.4519 

Swiss Franc 

0.5344 

0.5371 

French Franc 

0.1311 

0.1318 

Japanese Yen* 

0.7014 

0.7049 

Dutch Guilder 

0.4005 

0.4025 

Swedish Krona 



Italian Lira* 

0.0442 

0.0444 

Belgian Franc 
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THE Daily Crossword 


by Ftoranca C. AtSar 


ACROSS 
l Travel wShout 
purpose 
5 Loft 
10 Uriah — 

Id Melody 
15 Present 

IS Shaft lor wheels 
17 Stone 
iQNapery 

19 River 

20 Gonial 
22 Nun 

24 Disguise 
^ Dark greyish 


jnrsi 
auiani 


a aaai 

a^U 

a 


lannn 


■■anan ■ 

iaSBS B i aa ffl 
iSESS *■■■ 
"Hi anal 
uiu anal 


3 Yorkshire river 

4 Puccini opera 

5 Finally 

6 Cogitate 

7 Shaker 
SAnger 

9 Rebuked 
officially 

10 Fairy tala opera 


32 RecroaBon 

34 

37 InfhCtad mm 
PUrtupOO 
<i Broadcasts 

43rss~ 1 

famine 

44 StovMvtmw 


nnnHS nnnra nnn 

nnnrm 

nnnnnnnn 

gnnnn nnnnm mr 

nf Fn^n nn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnnn 

nrcnnn 

nnnn 

nnnnnnnn 

onmnn nnnnn 

nnnn nnnnn 


*6 Aplomb 
*7 In addition 
48 Reach great 
_ heights 


50 Qua hog 
5t Roman empi 

52 Toyr 

53 PWaa 


dusi 



Foreign Exchange Market Summary 

(August 15 - August 19, 1994) 

AMMAN — The dollar declined sharply against the yen at 
theendof last week, while declining niodtstiy against the 
mark. It ended 1.51 per cent lower against the yen and 0.75 
oer cent lower against the mark. # , , 

The U.S. unit retreated slightly against the mark and yen 
Monday, while rising against sterling. Reports indicated 
• that many market participante await^Jeoutcome of ffie 
Federal Open Market Committee (FOMC) meeting next 
day, as analysts expected a rise of about 0.25 per cent to 
0.50 per cent in the Federal Funds Rales after the feting. 
Analyst also expected the dollar to follow U.S. bond 
prices, after the said meeting. _ . . 

The dollar gained ground Tuesday, in view of a me m 
the Federal Fbnds Rates and the discount rate by 0.50 per 
cent each, to become 4.75 per cent and four per cent 
respectively. The Fed monetary tightening came at the 
conclusion of the FOMC meeting, and was aimed at 
reducing inflationary pressures in the U.S. However, it 
failed to push the dollar strongly, inspire of its positive 
effect on the U.S. financial markets. The dollar s continued 
weakness was blamed on tbe divided expectations over the 
fixture demand for U.S. securities. 

The U.S. unit declined Wednesday, especially against 
the marie. It retreated on concern over the outcome of the 
Bundesbank meeting next day, inspire of expectations of 
German monetary easing after the meeting-. The dollar also 
declined in view of negative sentiment against it, which 
came after the slight rise it achieved on Fed tightening in 
the -previous day. Furthermore, the U.S. unit was affected 
negatively by renewed lack of confidence in the U.S. 
adminis tration, after the resignation of the U.S. deputy 
treasury secretary. 

The dollar continued its retreat Thursday, especially 
against the yen. It declined on concern over escalating 
trade tensions between the U.S. and Japan, after the 
release of U.S. Foreign Trade Report showing a rise of 25.8 
per cent in the deficit with Japan during June. 

Analysts said that concern over the future outlook of 
European interest rates affected the dollar negatively, 
especially after the Bundesbank kept German interest rates 
unchanged following its council meeting. 

The U.S. unit continued its decline against the mark 
Friday, while remaining stable against other major curren- 
cies. Many analysts expected the dollar to extend its decline 
during next week, given its slight rise on Fed monetary 
tightening during the previous week. Meanwhile, President 
Clinton said that the Fed responds to the robust U.S. 
economy, and there is no danger of a slowdown. 

Tbe U.S. unit, thus ended the week at 1.5397 marks, 
98.68 yen and at $1.5490 the pound sterling. 
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Dubai floating dock nears completion 
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DUBAI, United Arab Emi- 
rates (AFP) — Dubai which 
already has one of the biggest 
shipyards in the world is Hose 
to completing a project to 
build a floating dock, an offi- 
cial report said Sunday. 

Work on the floating dock, 
which will accommodate ves- 
sels with a weight of up to 
40,000 tonnes, began two 
years ago and the facility start 
operating in October, said 
the report by the state-run 
Dubai Commerce and Tour- 
ism Board. 

“The! new docks will cater 
for small and medium-sized 
vessels, thus allowing opti- 
mum use of the existing three 
docks for larger ships," it 
said. 

The report did not disclose 


the project's cost but ship- 
ping sources in the emirate 
estimated it at more than SS0 
million. 

The Dubai dry docks is a 
government venture, and op- 
erations wfll cover repair and 
maintenance of ships. Built in 
the late 1970s, it has a capac- 
ity to handle all sizes of ves- 
sels, including supertankers. 
' The Middle East's second 
main drydocks is the 
Bahraini-based Arab Ship 
Repair Yard (ASRY), owned 
by the 10-nation Organisa- 


tion of Arab Petroleum Ex- 
porting Coumries(OAPEC). 

Dubai's drydocks handled 
nearly 160 vessels in 1993, 
with a total deadweight of 
22.7 million tonnes. 

The second biggest oil pro- 
ducer in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), Dubai is 
the Gulfs main commercial 
centre, handling nearly one- 
fifth of the region’s non-oil 
trade. 

Its Rashid and Jebel Ali 
ports are among the 20 
largest in the world. 
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Floppy Disks 
Disk Accessories 
Peripherals 
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Power Systems 
Office Automation 
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Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your. colour fihn at 
our shop and/ gec- 

• JUMBO photo 
etm 30% termer 



^ Cafe" 


Hamburgers+Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE 



A Menu of DaBdous Snack* 
TeL 685211 Fax. 617779 
hflddla East Hotel - Shmatanj 


VILLA 
D’ANGELO 





AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
Jabal Amman 
TeV638212 

Air-conditioned Lounge 
and Oniiide Terrace 


ID Ui 



n»w 



"The Classiest Of 
The Classiest ! \ 




WAUD JARRAR CO. 

Tel. 776199 - 692779 
Fax 781681 
Service 778299 





20 x 30 


Sbnua&ani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


r CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Barbequefor 


7 L'] ill. 


Tel: 811214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 
12.-00 - 3-30 p.m. 


Air Conditioned Hall 


8 -t ee90 
863944 


La Vita Lounge 
1 2:00 pm - v - Late 
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TeL- Ml 174 

•nee luted 


To Suit All 
Budgets 


FOR RENT 


IMinVXisindApiftMnfs 
in Amman. 

For further details please call 

8ANABEL REAL ESTATE 

TEL : 864230 FAX 864231 



6ut ■ 

V.offercbbIe prices 

V.V. Cool !• ! 
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Theffrttibat 

Chinese Restaurant 

In Jordan 

is! Circle Jaba! Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Taka away It unMUMa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 - 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight . 

TeL $39968 




Pizza 

Pasta 

Exotic Sand wiches 
A* r Hjunbarac:4ra» 


kara-Tel 680670 


Time Out Bar M 

Sweifiyeh - 863944 


SMARTZ 

International Cuisine 

Summer Garden 
Lunches 
Dinners 
Drinks 
Snacks 


Open 

NoontoUklnighl 
Sewn Day* a Week 


TELEPHONE: 815987 



SELECT HOTEL 


6 Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 




feGrEsCo BaR 

@ Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 



net 


Jaba! Al Webdeh/Tel.637 1 0 1 /637 1 f)2 



Suwaifiah Tel. 827105, 


Israel 

stock 

market 

plunges 

on tax 

fears 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel’s 
stock market plunged near- 
ly 10 per cent in trading 
Sunday when investors, 
frightened l>> a looming tax 
on~ share profits, created a 
record stampede to sell. 

The benchmark Mishta- 
nim index closed 18.22 
points, or 9.93 per cent, 
lower at 165.18, a fall in line 
with broker forecasts. 

“I hope that within 
several days we will stabil- 
ise at a reasonable level 
that reflects the operations 
and quality of the listed 
companies,” Finance 
Minister Avraham Shohat 
said. 

Ninety minutes into what 
many predicted would be 
the 'Tel Avjv Stock Ex- 
change's (TASE) "black 
Sunday," the government 
backtracked on the new 
capital gains tax, modifying 
it so profits could be onset 
against losses. 

m 

Sellers flooded the mar- 
ket, which had been dosed 
since Mr. Shohat 
announced the 10 per cent 
tax on Wednesday. TASE 
offidab said record sell 
orders of two billion 
shekels ($660 million) were 
lodged before trading 
stoned. 

Losses on individual 
share prices ranged be- 
tween 10 and 20 per cent. 

For the first time in its 
40-year history, TASE 
lifted a 10 per cent limit on 
fluctuation of share prices 
within a single day. Offi- 
cials said the market's usual 
dosiug time of 1400 GMT 
woukfbe extended. 

“We want this to be a 
definitive readjustment. 
With so many sell orders, 
we'll go on as long as it 
takes, said TASE spokes- 
woman Haya Oz. 

Treasury officials said 
under the revised proposal 
approved by the cabinet, 
investors could choose two 
options when buying stock. 

Under the first, they 
would pay a flat 10 per cent 
tax on any profits. 

The other option would 
make any losses tax deduct- 
able but subject any profits 
they made on the market to 
a 20 to 25 per cent tax, the 
officials said. 

Traders said the tax 
proposal, which in its first 
form was expected to raise 
about 500 million shekels 
($167 million) a year and 
help curb rising inflation, 
shocked investors. 

“There is a huge psycho- 
logical fear which I don't 
think is justified just bv the 
tax," said Shlomo Maoz, 
representative for a large 
Israeli bank on the mar- 
ket’s trading floor. “The 
selling could go on for 
some days." 

Israel is stock market- 
mad. even by (he standards 
of industrialised Western 
countries. But a bull mar- 
ket which rose constantly 
since the mid-1980s had 
dropped by about 25 per 
cent this year, even before 
Sunday's session. 

Tens of thousands of 
small investors — including 
students and people on so- 
cial welfare — dabble. The 
marker trades less than 100 
major shares but supports 
hundreds of small profes- 
sional portfolio managers, 
os well as institutions in- 
vestors and operations by 
banks. 

In a Tel Aviv branch of 
Israel’s Union Bank, inves- 
tors clustered around a 
monitor showing their 
share holdings plum- 
meting. 

‘‘If it goes on like this for 
another 15 minutes, Rabin 
should resign,” said Zvi, an 
old man who has played the 
market for 30 years. *Tm 
not selling now to take a 15 
per cent loss." 

Israel’s share market is 
capitalised at about $35 bil- 
lion. The Mishtanim index 
lists 99 of the most traded 
stocks, while a total of ab- 
out 700 firms are traded. 
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Nothstein, Podlesch, Risi win last world titles 


PALERMO, Sicily ' (AP) — 
Martin Nothstein won the 
world keiriii title Saturday 
night to become the first 
American man to win two 
gold medals in the same year 
at the Wrold Trade Cycling 
Championships. 

The 23-year-old sprinter 
proclaimed ‘Tm the fastest 
man in the world on two 
. wheels" following his second 
triumph in the closing day of 
the World Track Cycling 
Championships in Sicily. 

The young American, who 
travelled to Palermo with lit- 
tle hopes of victory following 
a serious heel injury three 
months ago, beat three-time 
world champion Michael 
Hubner of Germany and Ita- 
. ly's Federico Paris in a eight- 
man final at he Palermo 
velodrome. 

■ Notbstein first caused a 
sensation Wednesday when 
he won the world sprint title, 
82 years after the last U.S. 
victoiy in the event by Frank 
Kramer. 

“My win in sprint was 
somewhat unexpected. I 
can't say the same for 
tonight. I won silver in Keirin 
last year and I had high hopes 
for this race," Nothstein said 
after sitting through two 
appeals of his victory. 

The jury rejected protests 
by both the Italian and Bel- 
gian teams who had accused 
die American of illegal be- 
haviour on the track. 

Nothstein. showing an im- 
pressive power, led through- 
out the final lap and with- 
stood the strong challenge of 
Hubner, who settled for sil- 
ver after having won the 
event three straight years 
from 1990-1992. 
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American Mar ty Nothstein (left) races to win the gold 
mwfai of the Renin race at the World Track Cycling 
Championships (AFP photo) 


Keirin is a motor-i 
event that is popular in Japan 
and other countries and was 
first contested at the world 
championships in 1980. 

Qualifying heats include 6- 
9 cyclists to get the eight- 
man, four-lap final. 

Nothstein covered the last 
200 metres in 11.270 seconds. 

He said his tactic was to 
stay in front throughout the 
last lap. 

“It paid off, but I was very 
tired in the last metres and at 
one moment I was afraid that 
Hubner could overtake me," 
Nothstein said. 

“I hope my wins will boost , 
popularity of track races in 
the states. It's good to give 
this sport publicity before the 
Olympics (in Atalanta in 
1996).” The strongly-built 
wotIo champion, who played 
American football, baseball 
and wrestling before devoting 
full-time to cycling, planned 
to rush home early Sunday 


‘To share my joy and my. 
medals with my family and 
my villagers.” 

“I also want to rest my foot 
and enjoy hunting and fishing 
at home," he said. He w31 
also look around for some 
lucrative contracts. 

Nothstein succeeds Austra- 
lian Gary Weiland, who won 
both the sprint and keirin 
titles in 1993. 

L The Australian did not 
part in sprint because of an 
injury to his left knee and was 
eliminated in the second 
round of keirin Saturday 
night. 

“Honestly I thought of 
winning a medal when I ar- 
rived here. I got two golds, 
two rainbow jerseys. It’s fan- 
tastic,” Nothstein said. 

His victory Saturday im- 
proved the U.S. medals total 
to two golds, two silvers and 
one bronze, pntting the 
American team in third 
place, behind France and 



American Marty Nothstein Saturday jubi- Track 
lates from the podium after winning the photo) 
gold medal of the Keirin race at the World 


Cycling Championships (AFP 


Germany in the overall 
standings. 

The French team, shutout 
on the final day, still held the 
lead in the track cham- 
pionships with three gold and 
two silver medals. 

Germany was runnerup 
with 2-2-2. 

Earlier Saturday, Swiss 
Bruno Risi won the men’s 
individual points race and 
Carsten Podlesch of Ger- 
many beat Austrian Roland 
Konigsbofer for gold in the 
motor-pace event 

Podlesch ’s title was the last 
for motor-pace which will be 
eliminated out, along with 
tandem and the 100- 
kilometre team time trial in 
1995. 


Ria, 25, from Erstfield, 
captured Switzerland's only 
gold at the championships for 
his second world title in three 
years. 

He finished with 35 points 
in the 100-lap event, winning 
six of the 20 sprints. 

Denmark's Jan Bo 
Petersen was second with 18 
points. Franz Stocker of Au- 
stria earned the bronze with 
14 points. 

Australian Stuart O’Grady 
finished fourth with 29 points 
(CQ), one lap behind the 
winner. 

Road events begin Sunday 
with tiie men’s 100-kflometre 
and the women's 50- 
Jrilometre team trials. The 
championships will conclude 


with the men’s professional 
road race at Agrigen to on 
Aug. 28. 

The quartet of defending 
champion Italy is the dear 
favourite in the men’s team 
trial. 

Russia, led by Valentina 
Polhanova, is the team to 
beat in the women’s event, 
which will be contested by 
only six teams. 

The course of both races 
runs through a section of the 
Palermo-Capad highway — 
the scene of the May 1992 
murder of anti-mafia Judge 
Giovanni Falcone. 

Falcone, his wife and three 
police officers were killed by 
a powerful bomb as they 
drove to Palermo. 


iGley stuns Brown 


« 


VICTORIA (AFP ) ) - 

Samantha Riley produced the 

swim of her life to pull off the 

biggest upset yet in the Com- 
monwealth swimming pool 
here on Saturday. 



stroke gold and leave 17- 
year-old world record holder 
Rebecca Brown trailing in 
her wake. 

Only Brown and American 

Anita Nall have ever gone 
faster than Riley’s games re- 
cord of 2:25.53. Brown, who 
was visibly distraught after 
te sti ng defeat in her first big 
competition outside Austra- 
lia, trailed in 2:30.24 and 
knows now she faces a real 
challenge at the World cham- 
pionships in Rome next 
month. 

“I don’t know what went 
wrong,” she said tearfully. “1 
swam a great beat but I must 
have just tensed op for the 
final. 

A jubilant Riley, who had 
ben shunted out other role as 
the star of Australian breast- 
stroking, attributed the 
dramatic improvement to in- 
creased aerobic and longer 
distance work under the gui- 
dance of coach Scott Volkers. 

“Obviously I would like to 
go fester in Rome but Fm not 
going to start predicting any 
world records, -she said. 

Riley’s was not the only 
outstanding effort as the Au- 
stralian squad scooped five 
straight golds to go with their 
five out of six on Friday. 

. Matthew Dunn had to set a 
new Commonwealth record 
to overhaul Canadian hope 
Curtis Myden in the last ten 


metres of the 400m individual 
medley. 

Dunn's rime of 4:27.02 
shaved four tenths of a 
second off Canadian Alex 
Baumann’s ten-year old best 

Myden, whose time of 
4:17.73 also represented a 
personal best, was so ex- 
hausted by his efforts he 
nearly fainted after the med- 
al’s ceremony and had to be 
stretched out of the area 
while being given oxygen. 

Scott Miller’s better- 
judged finish gave him the 
100m butterfly gold by six 
hundredths of a second Cana- 
da’s Stephen Clarke, who 
finished with a half-stroke. 
The Australian clocked 
54.39sec to frustrate the 
home crowd who had already 
begun celebrating. 

Sasan O’Neill, a flop in the 
100m freestyle, bounced back 
24 hours later to claim her 
first Commonwealth Games 
win in the 200m. England’s 
Karen Pickering. wcary after 
winnin g the lOOm gold, had 
to settle for the bronze. 

O’Neill, who finished fifth 
in the 100m after starting as 
dear favourite, trailed the 
Englishwoman by over a 
metre at the half-way stage.. 

But she surged bade on the 
third leg, moved ahead at the 
beginning of the fourth and 
went on to win in 2:00.86. 
Another Australian, Nicole 
Stevenson, also came past 
Pickering to take silver. 

“Usually 1 can turn up a 
gear but 1 1 ried to kick in the 
last 50m and it just was not 
there,” Pickering, who was 
■kept up later than she would 
have liked by a drags test on 
Friday. 


Canadian wrestlers face tough opposition 


VICTORIA (AFP) — Cana- 
da remained in contention 
here on Saturday for an un- 
precedented dean sweep of 
the 10 wrestling gold medals 
on offer at the 15tn Co mm on- 
wealth Games. 

After putting a man in each 
of the five finals set for Satur- 
day night, the hosts ensured 
their presence in the semi- 
finals of the remaining five 
events. They have not lost a 
bout in two days of action. 

Indian grapplers earned 
four semi-final places on 
Saturday and were staring at 



to _ 

the 52-kg 
class, Dharambir Singh in the 
62 kg and Sanjay Kumar in 
the 90 kg joined' super 
heavyweight Jagdish Singh, 
given a bye into the last four. 

Coach S.R. Sanga refused 
to celebrate, keeping fingers 
crossed. 

“I am happy but there are 
difficult matches ahead and 
anything can happen,” Sanga 
said. 

Pakistani Fayaz Moham- 
mad completed the Asian 
presence in the semi-finals 


after he beat England's 
Shane Rigby in one of the 
day's toughest bouts, in the 
74-kg class. 

Kirpa Shankar’s path into 
the last four was eased by an 
injury to his quarter-final 
opponent, Pakistani Razi 
Gul, who was trailing on 
points when he gave up with 
aching ribs. 

Shankar faces Canadian 
Selvyn Tam, an easy victor 
over Kenya's Simon Lamach. 
Tam is a two-time Common- 
wealth champion known fo{ 
his lightning on the mat. r 


Dharambir Singh won both 
his bouts against Scotsman 
James Breen and Irishman 
John O’Rawe, with ease and 
will wrestle highly-fancied 
F.n plkhman John Melling for 
a place in the final . 

Sanjay Kumar struggled to 
beat another Scotsman, 
Graeme English, a seven- 
time British champion, in a 
bout that went into overtime 
after they were tied 1-1 at the 
end of five minutes. 

Sanjay Kumar's semi-final 
opponent will be Nigerian 
Victor Kodei. .. 


Tracy fastest in high-speed practice 


LONDON, New Hamphire 
(R) — Brazil's Emerson Fitti- 
paldi led 12 qualifiers, break- 
ing the track record for Indy 
cars, at the one mile New 
Hampshire International 
Speedway on Saturday. Driv- 
ing a Penskc-Ilmor, the 47 
year-old, two time series 
champion, averaged 175.091 
mph. 

Raul Boesel, also from 
Brazil, was second fastest, 
knocking Britain’s Nigel 
Mansell, who set the record 
of 169.247mpb in 1993, off 


the front row for Sunday’s 
200-lap race in the last mi- 
nute of the qualifying session. 
Both drove Lola Ford Cos- 
worth cars. 

Official results were de- 


layed while Indycar officials 
reviewed a question of 
whether Boesel made more 
than the two attempts permit- 
ted under the rules. Boesel 
averaged 173.856tnph while 


TELSTAR TRAVEL & TOURISM 

Seeking applications for a manager qualified to deal with 
all aspects of travel and tourism to and from Jordan. 

Qualifications required: 

1 . BA graduate in business administration or public rela- 
tions. 

2. 5 years experience in the field of travel and tourism. 

3. Well versed in English and Arabic plus fair knowledge of 
French or German or Spanish. 

Application to be mailed to 

P.O.Box 194 Amman 11118, Jordan 
or by hand to 
Telstar Travel & Tourism 
Jabal Amman - 3rd Circle 
Al-Riyadh Centre 
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JOB REQUEST 

A senior pharmacist, Jordanian nationality, Is seeking - 
management position, at a national/ 
international pharmaceutical firm or a 
pharmaceutical enterprise 

* Has ths following qualifications and experiences fn .■ ^ ' ■ 

■ the phaanacieHJttad field ^ ; V; 

"Bachelor degree in pharmacy. ?•' 

* JU.BA.U.S.A in managrneni of afleJd force of detaHmen and: •= 

salesmen. • ; '■> ■ - • • ’ 7- : : 

* Phi>. SA. U*S.A in effective marketing and efficient setting »n> 
; pharmaceutical industry. 

: * ia years experience as detaiiman , head trf pramofion ... 

department and assistant manager of a first grwte 
..in Jordan. 

,*:22 ; ye«s,as 

• ^ Saudi Arabia 

- * Fluent in English and Arabic, . . 

* Ke en in marketing research y budgeting * 

/selling in pfrtornaceufical industry. 


: Foririteres^ #««« Amman 



GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HHtSCH 

C19W Tnbun, im HaNon. km. 


A THINKING MAN’S DEFENSE 


. Both vulnerable. East dMln 
NORTH 

* J 10 4 
<?XB74 
v K96 2 

* J 10 

WEST EAST 

4Q88 3 2 * KS75 

7 8 6 3 2 *7 A J 10 6 

0 7 0 4 

*864 4 A K 7 6 

SOUTH 
4 A 

0AQJ10 853 
4 Q 9 3 2 
The bidding: 

East Sooth West North 

14 l <• pass 2 0 

DM 3 NT Pass Pass 

Pass 

Opening lead: Three of 4 

Follow the bidding and play of 
this band and decide who, if anyone 
made a critical error. It cropped up 
in a rubber-bridge game at the 
League Card Association in New 
York. 

Since West had not yet bid. East's 
double of two diamonds was for 
takeout. South reckoned that 
North-South could make at least 
eight tricks at a no-trump contract. 


since North almost sorely bald the 
king of diamonds for tba raise to two 
diamonds and tba advantage 
that the defense would be working 
more or less in the dark. 

West led the fourth-best spade 
■wd declarer «11 h 1 for dummy's 
jack. East’s king lost to the ace and, 
as the cards lay, declarer could claim 
nine tricks. South exited with the 
qneen of hearts to East’s ace and no 
matter what suit East chose to re- 
turn the defenders could not get Gve 
tricks before declarer raked m nine. 

h migh t seem that everyone did 
what they were supposed to do. 
However, if you look at all four 
hands you wfll see that, had East 
withheld the monarch at the first 
trick, declarer would not have made 
more than eight tricks. 

But what if declarer held ace and 
RTi nt-hfr spade? Then declarer would 
always be on titled to two spade 
tricks. Since declarer surely held 
both the queen of hearts and queen 
of dubs, the only hope for the de- 
fenders was that West had started 
with five spades to the queen and 
declarer a bare ace. Had East played 
low to the first trick declarer would 
have been forced to cash out to 
avoid a three-trick set 


FOR RENT 


A ) 11 Rooms + 4 Halls - area 465 m 2 
B ) 6 Rooms + 2 Halls - area 227 m 2 
Suitable For Inter - Organizations Or Regional 
Offices. 

Location : Amman - Near 7 th Circle 

For Further Details Please Call : 

Real Estate 


Tel : 864230 Fas : 864231 



FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

First floor of 220sq.m. in a two-floor private building 
in the best residential area, between the 4th and 5th 
Circles (near the Guest's Palace), Zahran St. Jabal 
Amman, overlooking large beautiful private garden. 
Luxuriously furnished. 

Consists of: large salon, dining room, 2 double 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, fully equipped kitchen, 
laundry room with fully automatic washing machine, 
3 balconies. Crystal chandeliers and chosen car- 
pets. Central heating, telephone, colour TV, and 
video. Car park available. 

If interested please call: 

Tel. 671509 &/or 864197 


FOR SALE 
DUTY NOT PAID 

1991 silver metallic BMW 318is; high-performance sports 
package, low mileage, 5-speed manual transmission, 
sun- roof, AM/FM/MW radio/stereo cassette, regular ser- 
vicing by BMW, in excellent condition. Owner leaving 
country. Must see to appreciate. 

Call 821326 


SUPER DELUXE VlLftA POE RENT 

Area: 750m, two floors, suitable for a 
diplomatic mission. 

Location: Umm L/thaina. 

Please call tel. 698720 


TOYOTA CAMRY 

1993 model, metallic gold colour, 18000km only, 
customs duty unpaid. A/C, electric windows, power 
steering, central lock. 

Tel. 622341 daytime and 673814 after 7:00 pjn. 


GROUND FLOOR IN A NRW VILLA 

Consists of three bedrooms, one of them master, salon and sitting 
with brand new furniture. All electrical appliances, wall-to-wall 
carpet, telephone, garage, water well, central heating, large 
garden planted with grass and fruit trees. 

Location: AJ Jubeiha. near the University of Jordan. 

Please call taL 838854, Dr. Raffo 


A newly deluxe furnished 3-bedroom flat with 
garage for rent Area 220m 8 . 

Location: Rabia area, near Chinese Embassy. 
Rent JD 9000/Amman. 

Interested person, please call 615589 
after 3 p.m. Mr. Waleed Kamal. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A leading company in Jordan has a vacancy for a sales 
representative (female or male) with the following qual- 
ifications: 

1. Good command of the English language. 

2.3 to 5 years experience In selling cosmetic 
products. 

Applicants who own private cars are requested to mail 
their CVs and credentials to the following address- 

THE MANAGER 
P.O.BOX (2190) 

AMMAN - JORDAN 



Mansell was slightly slower at 
173.845mph. 

Canada's Paul Tracy com- 
pleted the second row with a 
speed of 173.422mph in a 
Penske-Ilmor. 

Boesel aborted his first 
qualifying run when he was 
unhappy with the handling of 
the car. On Boesel’s second 
'attempt, Indycar officials 
radioed his team that the 
track wasn't clear and a cau- 
tion flag was displayed. 

“We had been advised and 
suggested by Wally (Dallen- 
_bach. Indycar’s chief ste- 
ward) that if I wanted to 
come in again I could. So I 
took the decision to adjust 
tiie car again,” said Boesel. 

In the closing minutes, 

’ Boesel’s team presented his 
car to make what it felt was 
its second and final attempt 
He took this opportunity to 
turn his fast lap. 

This was Fittipaldi's first 
pole of the year and 16th of 
his career, earning him one 
point in the series cham- 
pionship where he trails 
teammate A1 Unser Jr. by 35 
points. 

“That point was impor- 
tant,” he said, adding “the 
championship is still open.” 

Mansell, the defending 
winner here and reigning 
series champion, felt that the 
handling of his car changed 
from the morning practice 
session to the afternoon qual- 
ifying. His Newman-Haas 
racing team took a gamble 
and lost. 

“We guessed at the setting, 

I had an incredible push 
(understeer) and we took the 
risk of putting more wing in 
tiie car,” he said. 

Mansell didn’t appear too 
upset with losing the front 
row spot to Boesel, who 
seemd to get one extra shot at 
the pole. 


Obree takes 
no risks 

PALERMO, Sicily (R) - 
Graeme Obree of Britain is 
taking no risks for- his next 
world title quest in the. 42 km 
men’s time trial at Gatania 
next Thursday. 

He will use normal triath- 
lon bars on his controversial 
bike instead of triathlon bars 
of his own design. 

Obree changed the stubby 
bars that suited his downhill 
skier racing position, replac- 
ing them with extended 
triathlon bars to conform to 
the rules that outlawed his 
skier style and cost him die 
world 4,000 metres pursuit 
title on Tuesday. He iron the 
seven last year. 

“With my bars I did not 
feel in control. There was less 
control than there was with 
my original bike. With the 
normal triathlon bars it fc 
more stable,” he explained. 

Obree’s 18-inch bars were 
six or seven inches longer 
than normal triathlon bars, 
according to British team 
manager Sandy Gilchrist. 

Obree needed that extra 
extension because of his long 
arms. He describes hifhself as 
a ” human chimpanzee” and 
his extended reach is 76 to* 
ches, four inches more than 
the average for his height 














Sports 


Canadians 
cheer double 
gold strike 

VICTORIA (AFP) — 
Canadians fans at the Com- 
monwealth pool, sick of a 
diet of non-stop Australian 
swimming success, were 
finally given something to 
cheer about with a double 
gold strike in the diving 
here on Saturday. 

Canada's Jason Napper 
came from behind to snatch 
the lm springboard gold 
from Australian Michael 
Murphy with a superb final 
dive while Anne Montminy 
led the hosts to a dean 
sweep in the women's 10m 
platform. 

Napper’s inward 2.5 
somersaults- in the tuck 
position was one of the two 
most difficult dives per- 
formed during the competi- 
tion and his execution was 
good enough to draw 
marks of 9.0 from the two 
of the seven judges..- 

“I knew that sixes or 
sevens would be good 
enough for a medal, so I- 
was thinking -about just 
trying to get my head in the 
water. But the other side of 
me tapped me o tv the shoul- 
der and said to go for 
gold,” Napper said. 

Evan Stewart won Zim- 
babwe’s first medal of the 
games when he took the 
bronze. 

Napper now beads for 
the world championship in 
Rome believing he is cap- 
able of creating a surprise. 
“If it’s my day, watch oiit,” 
he said. 

Montminy took control 
of her competition with a 
near perfect fourth dive — 
1.5 somersaults with a half 
twist ^ that earned her 
four 9.5's from -the judges. 

A .poor entry on her 
penultimate, dive cut her 
lead but neither Paige Gor- 
don, who moved from third 
to second with her 8th and 
final effort, nor Myriarn 
Boilean were able to take 
advantage. 
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Australian Aaron Everett (left) and Masi- 
bolde .Makepula of South Africa trade 
punches during their 48 kg preliminary 


bout at the XV Commonwealth Games in 
Victoria, British Columbia. Makepula 
won the bout (AFP photo) 


Swan thanks his school bullies 


VICTORIA (AFP) — Tiny 
James Swan, who took up 
boxing after being picked on 
at school, thanked his former 
bullies after a gritty victory at 
the Commonwealth Games 
here on Saturday. 

Australian Aborigine 
Swan, just 1.63, beat Indian 
Devarajan Venkatesh on 
points in a first-round feath- 
erweight contest at' the 
Archie Browning Sports Cen- 
tre. 

The unemployed boxer 
said: “Basically, I did not 
thank the ' bullies for it then, 
but I do thank them now 
because it made me tough.” 

Bom in Alice- Springs to a 
14-year-old - mother. Swan 
was going to be taken into 
care before his grandparents 
took him under their wing. 

*Tm fighting for the mem- 
ory of my late grandmother,” 
said Swan. “And my grand- 
father had a stroke in 1992 
and I want him to go to 
heaven contended — by me 
winning a medal, here. 

“I know bow seriously I 
have' to take the fighting 
game — hopefully I wifi go 


bade with the gold medal. I 
have fever now/* 

“It was a real David and 
Goliath bout — he was so 
big! But I had the aggression 
to take the fight up to him. I 
bad to keep moving and keep 
my punches - going up.” 

The 20-year-old Swan 
added: “I thought I won it 
because he- kept running 
backwards and kept covering 
up on die ropes.” 

' Swan, who has received 
fan mail from all over Austra- 
lia, feels he’s in the right 
frame of mind to win the 
title. 

“I'm on a natural high, 
have a good feeling, ana I 
want to keep it that way,” be 
said. 

Swan now faces Guyana’s 
Hugo Lewis for a place in the 
semi-final. 

Venkatesh scored well with 
body punches, but Swan hit 
his opponent with a flurry of 
shots in the final seconds of 
the first round to lead 3-2. 

Venkatesh used Ins greater 
reach in the second round to 
level at 4-4, though Venk- 


atesh bowed to Swan in apol- 
ogy when be hit him after the 
bell. 

But Swan concentrated 
boxing up dose and went on 
to win 7-5 as the Indian tired. 

Faroe overtook the boxing 
here when ’Northern Ireland’s 
featherweight hope Adrian 
Petterson was forced to enter 
the ring for a bout he knew 
would not take place.* 

Petterson, whose opponent 
Victor Kgabung of Botswana 
had scratched earlier on 
Saturday, dim bed into die 
ring with the referee, stood in 
a neutral comer and was even 
greeted by the bell to start 
the fight. 

In the light-flyweight divi- 
sion South Africa’s Masi- 
buiele Makepula beat 'Au- 
stralia's Aaron Everett on 
points, and India's Bhju Sah 
ousted Northern Ireland’s 
Colin Moffett. 

Zambia’s flyweight Bom- 
face Mukuka stopped Sri 
Lanka’s Llandari Kulati 
with 27 seconds to go of 
fianl round in another first- 
jount bout. 


Medals no surprise to Sri Lankan shooters 


VICTORIA (AFP) . 
Lakshman Rajasinghe^ "a 
lieutenant colonel with the . 
Sri Lankan army, rues the 
fact that he does not get 
enough time to practice with 
the rule on a shooting ranee. 

He is usually busy on the 
battle-field against Tamil 
guerrillas fighting for their 
own homeland in the island’s 
north. 

He barely managed to 
squeeze in an hour’s practice 
daily in the run-up to the 
Commonwealth Games. 

• But that did not prevent 
the 39-year-old army officer, 
in combination with navy 
captain D.H. Chandfasin, 
from springing a huge sur- 

E rise at the Games Saturday 
y shooting down a team 
silver medal in the standard- 
bore rifle event. 

He said he and his partner, 


who also is Involved in com- 
bat operations, were not too 
disappointed that they missed 
the gold, which went to the 
New Zealandjpair of Lindsay 
Arthur .and Stephen Petter- 
son, because fire Sri Lankan 
shooters made up for their 
lapse. 

“We feel great, really over- 
joyed,” Rajasinghe said, af- 
ter waking up his wife Sbanez 
back home in Sri Lanka with 
a telephone call to tell her file 
news. "She was overjoyed 
too, told me to be happy and 
not be disappointed at mis- 
_ the gold.” 

t may have been a surprise 
to everybody, else here, but 
file Sri I ankans had been 
confident they would put up a 
good shooting show. 

The women’s gold and 
men’s silver medals — the 
Indian Ocean island's first in 


the Commonwealth Games 
since 1950 — were not a flash 
in the pan, Rajasinghe said. 

“Before we left Colombo, 
the secretary of -defence gave 
us a party and we promised 
him we would bring back a 
medal,” Rajasinghe said. 

“We hold a good record in 
the South Asian Federation 
Games and we thought we 
had a good chance here.” 

Chandrasiri scored 591 


points and Rajasinghe 586 for 
a combined total of 1,177, 
four points behind the New 
Zealand pair. 

“Had I performed as well 
as I am capable of we would 
have the gold,” Rajasinghe 
said. 

He developed his interest 
in shooting after watching his 
father, a former army major, 
at work with a. rifle. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
TO LET 

2 bedrooms, sitting, living & dining salons, terrace. 
Fully excellent furniture & equipped with TV, fridge, 
private phone, fitted carpet, central heating. 
Shmeisani, near Birds Garden. 

Contact 664446 


. FURNISHED VILLA 
FOR RENT 

Super deluxe villa. Area 400m 2 . Deluxe furniture. 
Located at western Amman, near Jabir Commercial 
Centre. — - 

Call THE OWNER Tel. 885585 


[ Newly Furnished Apartment For Rent 


First floor, separate entrance, 3 bedrooms; 3 bathrooms, 
salon, dining, sitting, central heating; telephone, garage, 
nicely located at UM-SUMMAQ, 150m, north SINDIBAD 
fuel station, MECCA Str. 

CALL: Tel. 821715 or 810876 


Female Executive Secretary 

Must be fluent In English-reading, writing and 
speaking with no less than five years experience. 
Salary is very good and commensurates with skill 
and efficiency. 

Those Interested please write to P.O.Box 
928468,. Amman, Including a CV and a recent 
photo as well as a telephone number. 


APARTMENTS TO LET 

“ONE & TWO BEDROOMS” 

* New Apartments 

* New Furniture & Equipment 

* Cleaning’ Services on Request 

* 24 HR Security 



Near New American Embassy/ Sweifieh| 
Suits Business person or Diplomat 
Tn ViewClaH: &1Q150' . 




CHOIR SINGING 


The YWCA in Amman takes pleasure in inviting 
male & female singers to join its 4-voice choir in 
preparation for its annual Christmas concert that 
will be held Dec. 7, 8, 10. 11 1994 at the RCC. 
Christmas Cantata "Ring the Bells" as .well as 
classical pieces and traditional carols will be in 
this year's programme. 

Interested (amateur/professional) singers please 
be at the YWCA hall, 3rd Circle, on Tuesday, Aug. 
23, from 7:30 — 10:00 p.m. & every Tuesday. 
Thereafter, through December, additional rehear- 
sals are a possibility. If you are. interested in 
participating in this chorai experience please 
attend the rehearsal on Aug. 23. No members will 
be accepted, after Sept. 20. 

For inquiries please call the YWCA 
on telephones 641119-641783 
between 9-1 except Sunday* and Fridays. 
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Klinsmann makes drama-filled 
debut in English League 


LONDON (R) — Juergcn 
KHnsmann lived op to his 
pre-season billing as the most 
sensational recruit to English 
soccer with the winning goal 
in Tottenham's dramatic 4-3 
victory on the opening day of 
the Premier League season. 

The German striker was 
one of three foreign players 
to score on their debuts on 
Saturday, and justify English 
dobs’ raids into the ranks of 
this summer’s World Cup 
stars. 

Tottenham, audacious in 
the dose-season transfer 
market, were equally adven- 
turous on the pitch as mana- 
Arafles fielded a 


-man attacking line-up 
against Sheffield Wednesday 
mat had his opposite number 


linsmann, who scored 
five World Cup goals, had a 
hand in setting up two on 
Saturday, and then secured 
victory for Tottenham with a 
diving header in the 82nd 
minute. 

He caused some concern 
three minutes later when be 
was felled by a dash of heads, 
and needed eight stitches in 
his Up after puncturing ft with 
his teeth. 

Aidfles was full of praise 
for both Klinsmann and his 
other major singing, Roma- 
nian Die Dumitresca, whose 
attacking thrusts caused 
Wednesday a host of prob- 
lems. 

“Juergen’s contribution 
was excellent, not only the 
goal but the chances he 
made, and that’s die sort of 
football we’re going to play 
this season,” said Ardiles, 
whose side starts with the 
handicap of a six-point deficit 
imposed for financial irregu- 
larities. 

“I think Hie will capture 





Manchester United winger Andrie Kanchelslris (left) 
is dispossessed by Qneen’s Park Rangers’ Andrew 
Impey at Old Trafford (AFP photo) 


the imagination of the British 
public,” added Ardiles. 
“He’s still not 100 per cent 
fit, bat he showed today that 
he’s a very exciting player.” 

Wednesday boss Trevor 
Francis praised Ardiles’ brav- 
ery in selecting five attacking 
players. “Whoa I looked at 
the Hne-up I thought it was 
the most adventurous I’ve 
ever come across in manage- 
ment,” be said. 

“I knew that we would 
have problems playing 
against players of that calibre 
but I was hoping that from an 


attacking point of view we 
would be better than they 
were.” . 

Dumitrescu’s Romanian 
World Gap colleague, defen- 
der Dan Petrescu, got on the 
scoresheet with Wednesday's 
opening goal, while Dutch 
winger Bryan Roy scored the 
goal in. Nottingham Forest’s 
.1-0 win at Ipswich. 

Klinsmann, 'who said be- 
fore the match Tottenham 
needed “to start the season 
. with a bang” if they wanted 
. to be in the running for the 
tide, said: “Fm very happy to 


have started with a victory, 
especially playing away from 
home. It’s a great start.” 

If Tottenham's start was 
great, Liverpool's was out- 
standing as they slammed six 
goals past newly-promoted 
Crystal Palace in a game that, 
recalled memories of their 
9-0 destruction of the same 
opponents in a cup tie five 
years ago. 

“Our defending was horri- 
fic,” wailed Palace manager 
Alan Smith. “The goals were 
going in at mil. It was a 
painful lesson for us and it is 
going to be a bloody hard 
season for us.” 

Veteran striker Ian Rash 
scored twice, as did young 
winger Steve McManaman as 
Liverpool produced the type 
of attacking football that was* 
sorely missing in a dis- 
appointing campaign last sea- 
son. 

Liverpool manager Roy 
Evans said: “I’m pleased with 
such a convincing scorefine 
on the first day. We are 
capable of beating teams 
heavily if we keep our con- 
sistency.” 

Manchester United began 
their quest to become only 
the fourth side to win file 
English championship ip 
three succesive season with' a 
2-0 win at home to Queen’s 
Park Rangers. 

But the two sides were the 
first to be exposed to the new 
crackdown by referees ofi 
foul play, with each having a 
player sent off. 

Queen's Park Rangers de- 
fender Clive Wilson was dis- 
missed after jest seven mi- 
nutes for a professional foul, 
while United’s second-half 
substitute, defender Paul 
Parker, was sent off seven 
minutes after coming on. 
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Cinema . Tel.: 634144 

. PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.: 699233 

PLAZA 

Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AM8ROUN 

Td.: 675571 

HiMAIII»ildHiThi>tre 

Nabil & Hisham's Tel.': 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 

. Richard Gete/Sharon Stone 
m 

iNTHtnCVKHI 

. * 

Shorn: 1230, 3£?,.fctf. &30. 10*9 

Mahmoud Abed AJ Aziz 

IN 

KHALTB1TA 

Shows: 1*30, 3-JO, 6:15, 8:30, 1(H30 

_ CONCORD 
STfclKING DISTANCE 

Shows: 1230, 3:30. 6:15,' &30, 10:30 

CONCORD *2* . 

Tom Hanks — in 

.PhilaKl^iphfai 1 

Shows: 3-6 - 19:30 

CbMaa and Theatre 

Presents file political comedy; 

Starring: Abeerlssa, Daoud Jalajei, 
Hassan AI Shaer and Mahmoud 
Abu Gharib. ' 

For reservation call tel.: 618274 - 618275 

The political play 

Wricona Arabic Summit 

At 8:30 every Saturday and Sunday 

Satan Ya Satan play 

fi. 8:30 every Monday, Wednes- 
day; Thursday and Friday Tuesday 
closed. 

■>< me piay . 1 

WELCOME ARAB SUMMIT 

With Amal Dabbas 

Every Saturday, Sunday and Mon- 
day. 

☆ The play 

Satan Ya Satan 

With Nadera Gmran 

Every Wednesday, Thursday and • 
Friday 
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Iraq, S. Arabia want league to discuss PoWs 

CAIRO (AFP) — Iraq and Saudi Arabia have both called 
on the Arab League to discuss the issue of Gulf prisoners of 
war (PoWs) at its meeting of foreign ministers next month, 
league officials said here Sunday. Iraq's representative at 
the 22-member organisation, Nabil Nejm, told AFP his 
country has asked the league to add “the issue of its 
prisoners and civilian detainees" in Saudi Arabia to the 
agenda. Thousands of Iraqis were taken prisoner during 
the J anuary-February , 1991 Gulf war, most of them after 
surrendering to the U.S.-led allied forces which freed 
.Kuwait from Iraqi occupation. The Iraqis live m camps in 
Saudi Arabia, where some have asked for political asylum 
and others have moved to third countries as refugees. 
Riyadh has itself called for the Sept. 14 meeting to examine 
the issue of “Saudi prisoners held by Iraq after the invasion 
of Kuwait," in August 1990, league diplomats said. The 
Saudi prisoners are believed to be among some 800 PoWs 
that Kuwait accuses Iraq of holding since the Gulf crisis, a 
charge denied by Baghdad. 

Israel rejails Palestinians 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — Israeli troops near the 
Jericho self-rule area detained three just-released former 
Palestinian prisoners who were trying to reach their homes 
in the still-occupied West Bank, security sources said on 
Sunday. Israel released 247 Palestinian prisoners into the 
Jericho area on Friday but insisted those who lived outside 
the self-rule zone must remain there until the end of their 
sentences. The sources said soldiers at a roadblock just 
north of Jericho stopped overnight and detained three of 
the freed men driving toward their homes in still-occupied 
Nablus. The three are being held in an Israeli jail, the 
sources said. 

Musa to visit Israel at end of August 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
said Saturday he would visit Israel "at the end' of August" 
to discuss the Middle East peace process. In an interview 
published in the Egyptian daily A1 Ah ram, Mr. Musa said 
he hoped an Israeli-Syrian peace accord would be signed 
before Israel’s elections, set for 1996. He stressed the need 
lor “a complete Israeli withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights,” seized from Syria in 1967 and annexed in 1981. 
“The Syrians cannot agree to establish peace (with Israel) 
as long as part of their territory remains 1 occupied," Mr. 
Musa said. 

Iran alarmed at crime among Afghans 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran is alarmed at the rue of crime 
among Afghan refugees that has put security at risk in the 
holy aty of Mashhad, an official said Sunday. The governor 
of Khorasan province, Ismael Mofidi, told Abrar newspap- 
er that the level of crime had reached a peak among the 
refugees living in his province, especially in Mashhad. The 
refugees should be rehoused “in designated locations 
where they would live under specific regulations,” he said. 
Trafficking in arms and heroin, kidnapping, murder, rape 
and robbery had reached a “level in some districts of 
Mashhad that it has become intolerable for the city’s 
residents" and put security at risk, said the governor. Mr. 
Mofidi said there were about “80,000 heroin addicts, 
50,000 illegal marriages and 180,000 illegitimate children” 
among the Afghan population of Khorasan. By Iranian 
law, Afghan men are not allowed to many Iranian women, 
although the opposite is tolerated. Several Muslim clergy- 
men among the refugees have “Illegally published and 
distributed religious books in Mashhad,” said Mr. Mofidi, 
adding that “they have not been approved” by Iran's Shiite 
Muslim authorities. Mashhad is home to the country's 
holiest Shiite shrine, the mausoleum of 7tfa Imam Reza. 
Nearly two million Afghans who fled the 1979 Soviet 
invasion and the ensuing civil war still live in Iran, of whom 
1.25 million have been granted resident permits. 

Cypriots refused entry to Albania 

NICOSIA (R) — The Albanian governemnt stopped a 
Cypriot parliamentary delegation entering the country to 
observe the trial of five ethnic Greeks, the Cyprus 
Broadcasting Corporation said on Sunday. “The regime 
has refused, without explanation, to allow the delegation's 
visit to Tirana in order to observe the trial,” CBC radio 
said. The four-member delegation, which is now in 
Ioannina in northern Greece, had planned to meet 
Albanian government officials and Greek community 
representatives m Tirana. It also wanted to investigate 
reports of human rights abuses against ethnic Greeks, the 
radio said. Those on trial are accused of spying and illegal 
possession of weapons. Greec e has accused Albania of 
harassing its Greek minority. 

Prostitution ring smashed in Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Police have smashed a prostitution 
ring in northern Iran and arrested 13 people, including 11 
teenaged boys and girts, a newspaper reported Sunday. 
The ring members, including a couple who established the 
business, were accused of “corrupting several boys and 
girls” in the town of Lahijan on the Caspian Sea, Resalat 
said. Prostitution was banned in Iran after the 1979 Islamic 
revolution and brothels were closed. 

Berber will be taught in Morocco schools 

RABAT (R) — The Berber language spoken for many 
centuries by Moroccan tribes will be taught in future in 
primary schools as well as Arabic, King Hassan announced. 
A dozen Berber cultural associations, who claim Morocco 
is an essentially Berber not an Arab country from the 
ethnic point of view, have been campaigning tor years to 
get their language taught in state schools. In a broadcast on 
Saturday night marking the 41st -anniversary of the exiling 
of his father by French protectorate authorities, the king 
Said: “The safeguard of our dialects is a necessity, because 
the west has invaded our homes... where Arabic and a 
mixture of other foreign languages is spoken.” "It is far 
more preferable that the mixture be of Arabic and our 
dialects, Tarifit, Tamazight and Tasbelhit. It is our duty to 
combat this mixture by introducing teaching of our dialects 
at least in primary schools." The Tashelhit dialect is spoken 
in the Souss area of the south, Tamazight in the mountains, 
and Tarifit in the rift mountain area of the north which the 
king is due to tour next month. Arabic is the official 
language. 

British mothers visit children in Libya 

NICOSIA (AFP) — Twelve British mothers arrived in 
Libya to visit their children on a trip organised by Tripoli, a 
British diplomat told AFP tty telephone from Libya 
Sunday, Allen Brown, head of the British interests section 
in Tripoli, said the mothers had been separated from then- 
children because they were “unwilling or unable” to follow 
the childrens’ Libyan fathers to Libya. They arrived in 
Libya on Thursday for a two-week stay. Some of the 
mothers had problems seeing their children in the past 
because of “difficulties put in their way by the fathers,” 
Mr. Brown added, without elaborating. He said it was the 
first such trip to be organised by toe Libyan authorities, 
and estimated the number of children involved at up to 
“two dozen.'’ The U.N. Security Council imposed an air 
and arms embargo on Libya in 1992 to force it to hand over 
two Libyans wanted by toe West in connection with toe 
December 1988 Lockerbie airliner bombing. The embargo 
was tightened last December with a tan on certain 
equipment used in the oil industry. 


soldier 

KIRYAT SHMONA (Agen- 
cies) — Guerrillas lobbed 
mortar bombs at an army 
outpost in an area of north- 
ern Israel dose to toe border 
with Lebanon on Sunday, 
wounding one soldier, secur- 
ity sources said. 

The army confirmed one 
soldier was lightly wounded 7 
in the attack, but said uo 
further details were im- 
mediately available. 

Last year, following a 
week-long Israeli air-and- 
artiflery retaliatory onslaught 
on South Lebanese villages, 
Hizbollah guerrillas agreed 
not to stnke at northern 
Israel if the Jewish state re- 
frained from attacks on 
Lebanese civilians. 

Earlier, security sources in 
South Lebanon said Israeli 
gunners and guerrillas ex- 
changed artillery fire there on 
Sunday, wounding one civi- 
lian. 

Israeli forces shelled the 
outskirts of toe village of. 
Braachh after one of their 
positions on the edge of ita 
Jewish state’s occupation 1 
zone in toe south came under ; 
a rocket attack, the sources '* 
added. 

Hizbollah (Party of God) 
claimed responsibility for the 
attack against the Israeli post 
at Dahr AJ Jamal hill. There 
were no reports of casualties 
in toe rocket assault. 

The civilian, wounded by 
an Israeli shell in Braachit, 
was rushed to hospital with 
serious head wounds, toe 
sources said. 

A civilian was killed and 
three were wounded on 
Saturday when Israeli gun- 
ners stalled the village of 
Arab Salim, pro mpti ng guer- 
rillas to fire mortar bombs 
and lockets at three Israeli 
posts in tiie buffer strip. 

Later on Saturday, Hrzbol- 
lah set off a bomb near a car 
in the Israeli zone, wounding 
two passengers inside, secur- 
ity sources said. 

Israeli troops continued to 
shell suspected guerrilla 
bases in South Lebanon on 
Sunday. 

Security sources had no 
immediate word on casualties 
from the sporadic bombard- 
ment that concentrated on 
Jabal Rafih, Arab Salim, 
Kafra and Yater, strongholds 
of Hizbollah. 

The civilian fatality in 
Arab Salim on Saturday was 
the first by Israeli fire since 
an Aug. 4 Israeli air raid 
killed eight and injured 17 in 
the village of Deir A1 ZaJbra- 
m, eight kflometres west of 
Arab Salim. 

Israel called the raid a mis- 
take and apologised. But 
guerrillas retaliated by. firing 
rockets on northern Israel, < 
slightly injuring three 
Israelis. 

On Saturday, President 
Boris Yeltsin's envoy reaf- 
firmed Russia’s commitment 
to Middle East peace efforts 
and Lebanon’s foreign minis- 
ter said Moscow can play an 
active role in reviving the 
stalled talks. 

Special emissary Victor 
Posovalyuk’s visit coincided 
with die renewed violence in 
South Lebanon, underfilling 
the volatility of toe situation 
peace envoys confront when 
tackling the Middle East con- 
flict. 

Mr. Posovalyuk held sepa- 
rate meetings with President 
Elias Hrawi and Foreign 
Minister Faria Bouez cm the 
first leg of a Middle East torrr 
to rebuild Moscow’s influ- 
ence in the region. 



JORDAN-PLO TALKS: Jordanian and Palestinian delega- 
tions, headed by Prime Minister Abdul Salam M^jali and 


Yasser Abed Rabbo, meet at the Foreign Ministry on 
Sunday (see page one) (AFP photo) 


Iraqi oil may flow again in spring 


By Mariam M. Shahizt 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Iraqi oil may 
begin to flow as soon as next 
spring provided that the Un- 
ited Nations* monitoring 
team of Iraqi weapon sites is 
satisfied with the countiy's 
“performance," U.N. per- 
sonnel arriving here from 
Iraq say. 

“There are no guarantees, 
of course, but I am willing to 
bet that tty next summer Iraqi 
oil will be flowing again,” 
said a member of toe U.N. 
monitoring delegation pas- 
sing through Amman this 
week. 

International pressure on 
the United States and Britain 
to ease sanctions and allow 
for oil sales, to Asian as well 
as European countries with 
considerable business interest 
in Iraq, have thus far proved 


futile at Security Council 
meetings which have re- 
viewed toe embargo. 

If toe monitoring operation 
begins in September, as pro- 
visionally expected, then 
pressure on the Security 
Council to ease sanctions ana 
the embargo on oil sales 
would increase dramatically. 

Veiled diplomatic moves 
by Iraq to Europe, Asia and 
even reported meetings with 
Israelis have put Iraq back on 
toe fast track. 

Iraqi oil has trickling to 
several neighbouring coun- 
tries. Both Iran and Turkey 
are reportedly receiving Iraqi 
oil at discount prices, ana 
unofficial trade through both 
toe Kurdish north and the 
Shiite south continues. The 
only U.N. approved transfer 
of oil from Iraq is to Jordan. 

U.S. officials have said that 
the low price of oil has pre- 


vented its Gulf allies, such as 
Saudi Arabia, from approv- 
ing Iraq's reentry into the ofl 
markets. 

Representatives of Euro- 
pean governments have even 
linked the lifting of the oil 
embargo to the political 
situation in Algeria. 

“If and when Algeria falls 
to the fundamentalists, toe 
Algerian oil market will be 
probably be embargoed and 
then we will have to open up 
to Iraq again,” a senior Euro- 
pean diplomat in Amman 
told the Jordan Times- 

Some Asian officials have 
reportedly urged toe Iraqi 
government to “opt for the 
Iranian alternative,” by 
allying itself with the country 
with which it was at war for 
eight years. “Through Iran 
they can seep anything they 
want on toe international 
market,” said one Asian di- 


PLO officials urge Arafat 
not to amend covenant 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Pales- 
tine liberation Organisation 
(FLO) officials have urged 
Yasser Arafat to wait until 
full autonomy is achieved in 
all the occupied territories 
before taking action to res- 
cind official statements call- 
ing for Israel's destruction. 

Mr. Arafat has promised 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Ratal that he would 
summon the Palestine 
National Council (PNC) to 
drop clauses hostile to Israel 
from the charter of the 
pariiament-m-exile. 

However, the Tunis-based 
PLO officials, many of whom 
are critical of Mr. Arafat’s 
handling of toe peace process 
with Israel, appear to want to 
use annulment of the clauses 
as a bargaining chip to speed 
up the autonomy process. 

“There should be no meet- 
ing of the Palestine National 
Council before toe Palesti- 
nian (national) authority 
(PNA) takes control over all 
toe occupied territories,” 
said Sakhar Habash, member 
of toe Centra] Committee of 
the PLO’s mainstream Fateh 
group. 

Any amendment to toe 
1964 PNC charter must be 
endorsed by two thirds of the 
council's 480 members, who 
represent all toe PLO's fac- 
tions. 

Mr. Habash said Mr. Ara- 
fat did not formally request 
the convening of the assem- 
bly and said the issue needs 
to be discussed by the PLO 
leadership. 


Mr. Habash and other 
senior PLO members critical 
of toe agreements with Israel 
on Palestinian self-role met 
with Mr. Arafat Saturday 
night at his former office in a 
Tunis suburb. 

Mr. Arafat flew to Tunis 
Saturday and also met with 
Tunisian President Zine A1 
Abidine Ben Ali. 

Although Mr. Arafat has 
moved his headquarters to 
toe autonomous Gaza Strip, 
toe PLO’s foreign relations 
department remains in the 
Tunisian capital. 

Dr. Habash said toe lead- 
ers also reviewed relations 
with Jordan after King Hus- 
sein signed a non- 
belligerency agreement with 
Israel that recognised a spe- 
cial Jordanian role m admi- 
nistering Muslim sites in 
Jerusalem. 

Sources close to the meet- 
ing said toe PLO leaders 
ui]ged Mr. Arafat to avoid a 
crisis with Jordan and try to 
resolve toe issue quietly. 

The participants also dis- 
cussed recent tension be- 
tween the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority and Hamas in 
the Gaza Strip following 
attacks by the fundamentalist 
movement on Israeli settlers 
last week. 

The sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
the leaders warned Mr. Ara- 
fat against confrontation with 
Hamas, which they said will 
weaken the Palestinian au- 
thority and may even risk 
civil war. 


Absent from toe talks was 
PLO Executive Committee 
member Mahmoud Abbas, a 
staunch supporter of the 
peacejprocess and who signed 
the self-rule accord with 
Israel. 

Aides refused to discuss 
toe reason for his absence. 

Senior Palestinian officials 
outside Tunis also insisted 
Sunday Israel must redeploy 
its troops on toe West Bank 
before the PLO amends its 
charter. 

“The time has not yet 
come to convene the Pales- 
tine National Council,” said 
Mohammad Sobeih. 

The secretary general of 
toe PNC told the Israeli 
newspaper Haaretz: “It is out 
of toe question for the PNC 
to meet under the protection 
of toe Israeli security services 
and while the occupation 
continues.” 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres gave toe green 
light on Friday for the PNC 
to convene in Gaza, tempor- 
arily removing several mem- 
bers of toe Palestinian parlia- 
ment from an Israeli black- 
list. 

The Palestinians had com- 
plained that the body could 
not meet because Israel was 
barring dozens of its 500 
members from entering toe 
self-rule areas. 

A government source said 
Sunday that PNC members 
who were denied access to 
Gaza or Jericho because of 

(Continued on page 3) 


plomat dose to Baghdad. 

But Iraq is unlikely to heed 
such advice, say Amman- 
based analysts. 

While there are long- 
standing trade relations with 
both Iran and Turkey, Iraq 
has always looked West in its 
trade relations and diploma- 
tic endeavours. 

“The European and Asian 
delegations that have been 
visiting Iraq have all some- 
thing on their agenda,” said 
one analyst of Iraqi politics. 
“Something is cooking up." 

Recent visits by Iraqi De- 
puty Prime Minister Tarek 
A rig to Morocco and a pre- 
vious visit to Italy at toe 
beginning of the summer 
might have involved talk of a 
possible dialogue with toe 
Israelis, toe analyst said. 

Morocco has been a tradi- 

(CoutiBoed on page 3) 

Children 
were more 
than half 
of dead 
in Algerian 
quake 

ALGIERS (AFP) — Chil- 
dren ma'de up over half toe 
dead in a powerful earth- 
quake that shook Algeria's 
Mascare region cm Thursday, 
the Algerian Interior Minis- 
try said Sunday. 

According to official fi- 
gures, 90 out of toe 171 peo- 
ple killed by the quake were 
under 15 year old. A further 
63 dead were aged between 
15 and 55, while toe remain- 
ing 18 were over 55. 

The ministry also said 
1,503, tents had been sent to 
Masacre to house the esti- 
mated 10,000 people made 
homeless by toe quake. 

Meanwhile, a spokesman 
for the country’s civil protec- 
tion service said on Algerian 
radio Sunday the situation in 
toe area around Mascare was 
“one hundred per cent under 
control.” 

Out of a total of 289 people 
initially admitted to hospital, 
around 117 were still being 
treated, said the spokesman. 

Relief services were visit- 
ing toe surrounding area to 
distribute aid and transport 
any people injured in remote 
villages to hospital, he a-ided. 

Meanwhile, oversea* aid 
continued to arrive in Alger- 
ia, the radio said. 


Carlos will betray followers — Pasqua 


PARIS (R) — “Carlos toe 
Jackal,” faring up to life be* 
hind bars, mil betray the 
people who backed him dur- 
ing two decades of hit-and- 
run attacks, French Interior 
Minister Charls Pasqua was 
quoted on Sunday as saying. 

“Many people would pre- 
fer him dead,” the minister, 
who engineered the seizure 
of the left-wing guerrilla mas- 
termind in Sudan a week ago, 
told the weekly Le Journal 
Du Dimanche. 

After a tense week of. 
charges and counter-charges 
focusing on Carlos’s lawyer*. 
Jacques Verges and an 
alleged plot to kill the attor- 
ney Dy me French secret ser- 
vices, Mr. Pasqua said toe 
Carlos affair “is only just 
be ginning .” 

The media-wise Verges, 
France's most provocative 
lawyer, has eclipsed his client 
as a flurry of media reports 
delve into toe Stasi secret 
service archives of former 


East Germany which allege 
toe attorney was close to Car- 
los, a Venezuelan whose real 
name is Dlich Ramirez San- 
chez. 

Refusing to comment on 
Verges’ allegations, Mr. 
Pasqua said he Had no doubt 
toe names of those who pro- 
vided information for Car- 
los’s network, and of those 
who carried out his prop- 
aganda, would be revealed 
now that Carlos was in a Paris 
jail. 

He said he was sure that 
Carlos would betray his for- 
mer acolytes. “When a man 
of this importance is jailed, 
(he must speak out) if he 
wants to maintain his stand- 
ing,” Mr. Pasqua said. 

Investigators have long 
been at a loss to explain the 
Carlos’s knowledge of the 
French establishment. 

When Carlos wrote in 1982 
to toe then .interior minister, 
Gaston Defferre, to demand 
the release of his girlfriend 


Magdalana Kopp, of Ger- 
many’s Red Army faction, 
the guerrilla sent bis letter to 
toe French ambassador to the 
Netherlands, Jean-Daniel 
Jorgensen. 

Mr. Jurgen sen and Mr. 
Defferre fought side-by-side 
in toe wartime resistance in 
the same clandestine soup, 
and toe former was thus a 
perfect intermediary. 

Were he to talk, Carlos 
could embarrass some of the 
governments, particularly in 
the Middle East, which 
helped him. 

French media reports have 
said Stasi files named leading 
French figures, including 
politicians and intellectuals, 
who had been in touch with 
Carlos or his network.' 

Over toe past week, Stasi 
files have been variously 
quoted as implicating Mi. 
Verges in an attack on a 
French nuclear plant in 1982, 
and branding him an “oper- 
ational member” of Carlos's 


group in toe 1980s. 

Mr. Verges also allegedly 
offered to mediate between 
Carlos and toe Paris govern- 
ment to try to put an end to 
guerrilla outrages. 

Mr. Verges has denied the 
charges, denouncing a “Stasi 
disinformation campai gn ” 
and a bid by France’s former 
socialist rulers to hide their 
efforts to negotiate with guer- 
rillas. 

He said he was asked to act 
as a mediator with Carlos by 
French authorities in the 
1980s, when he was defend- 
ing Ms. Kopp. 

Raising me stakes, Mr. 
Verges charged that Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand had 
approved a secret service plot 
to assassinate him in toe early 
1980s. 

Carlos, under investigation 
for three bombings, reacted 
with a joke to his lawyer 
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with a joke to his lawyer 
stealing his thunder. 

“Helauehed a lot. He said 
‘soon it’lT be you who’s 


One of the rare photographs 

avaHabfe of Carlos toe Jackal 

charged in my place, then I’ll 
go out and bring you 
oranges Verges quoted Car- 

Jjf “ lling him after a visit 
to his jail. 

Carlos faces legal proceed- 
mgs for a 1982 car-bombing 
m Pans in which a womaH 
toed, an attack on a Paris- 
u- toe same year 
five people aSd a 
1983 bombing of a Marseilles 
station, which also 
killed five people. 


Environmentalists 
campaign to save 
the Taj Mahal 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — Indi- 
an environmentalists have 
launched a worldwide cam- 
paign here to save toe Taj 
Mahal from crumbling, mem- 
bers of a conservation group 
said here Sunday. The Indian 
Council for Enviro-Legal Ac- 
tion forum said its campaign 
planned to obtain signatures 
from individuals and environ- 
mental groups backing tbcnr 
drive to save the Mogul-built 
architectural marvel from 
further decay. “We aim to 
obtain one million signa- 
tures," toe forum said a day- 
after launching the drive at a 
meeting of environmental- 
ists, who say the pollution in 
the Taj Mahal town of Agra 
could give “cancer” to the 
white-marble complex. The 
forum described the cam- 1 
paign as international and 
said it would approach inter- 
national agencies and groups 
to support its fight against the 
crumbling of the Taj Mahal. 
Gvil Aviation and Tourism 
Minister Gulasn Nabv Azad 
flagged off the campaign, by 
putting his signature on a 
letter which urges Indian 
President Shankar Dayal 
Sharma to lend support to the 
forum’s fight against pollu- 
tion in Agra. The white mar- 
ble monument was built in 
the 17th century by Mogul 
Emperor Shah Jahan in a 
gesture of undying love for 
his departed wife Mumtaz 
Mahal. Marble chips have 
crumbled and flaked, chang- 
ing the white sheen of the 
four-minaret monument’s ex- 
terior to a dull yellow over 
the past several years. The 
Supreme Court earlier this 
year ordered 220 smoke- 
emitting factories in the area 
to shut down and asked a 
giant state-run oil refinery 
nearby to take precautions 
against polluting Agra. 80 
kflometres from New Delhi. 

London prepared 
to go to court 
over statue 

LONDON (AFP) — The 
British government said 
Saturday it planned to 
“vigourously” defend its de- 
cision not to issue an export 
licence for the Three Graces 
statue after the Getty 
Museum in California, which 
bought the masterpiece, 
threatened a law suit. “This . 
threat does not alter the posi- 
tion,” a spokesman for the 
government's arts depart- 
ment, said. Arts Minister 
Stephen Dorrell ordered a 
fresh three-month delay on 
the issuing of an export li- 
cence fox the statue in order 
to give the British art estab- 
lishment more time to find 
the money to keep toe art 
work in Britain. The Getty 
Museum, founded by the late 
billionaire Paul Getty, has 
offered the statue’s owner 
£7.6 million (Sll.7 million) 
for toe statue, and British 
institutions have to match 
that bid. The museum says 
the delay in handing over the 
neo-classical early nineteenth 
century sculpture, following 
an earlier six-month delay, is 
invalid because it was 
announced four days after 
the previous six-month 
period expired. 

Students survive 
23 days 

trapped in mine 

WARSAW (AFP) — Rescue 
workers Saturday saved two 
geology students trapped foL 
23 days down a disused mine 
with no food or drink, Polish 
television reported. It said 
the pair were in a state of 
extreme exhaustion when dis- 
covered, and had only sur- 
vived by drinking drops of 
water which formed on the 
inside of the mineshaft be- 
cause of high humidity levels. 
The pair went missing after 
going on a potooiing expedi- 
tion on July 27 down a former 
nickel mine near Szklaiy, 
southwestern Poland, accord- 
togto the TV report,, which 
said they were only reported 
missing on Aug. 17. They had 
been unable to make their 
out of a 20-metre deep 
mineshaft because of faulty 
equipment. When they, were 
found Saturday they were 
suffering from extreme ex- 
haustion, toeir body temper- 
ature having fallen to 35 de- 
ff*** Celsius (95 degrees 
Fahrenheit), the television 
report said. Doctors at the 
hospital to which the pair 
were taken said the pair bad 
each lost 10 kilogrammes (22 . 
pounds) in weight. They kept 
track of time by the arrivals .. 
and departures of bats from • 
toeir underground cell, it . 
said. 



mi 

& , ike 


fa* 1 g. • 

**»?■ ' 

(a is* **■ . : 
ond> J J 

*f*.*'* 

tti kw »■ 
%t£ *■ 

isu* ■ 

*s:e^n v 


DAMA$ri‘> 

jgnl-.’t 111 

tl iff 
fgep 
jsu h' 
jpd'psc::-' 
fipp:: 1 !'' 
ja k« w 

fetiiW te 
inaF«t\t *• 

a utd Metis' 
sat!, is.' its 

W r* ■■ 

tab Sew v 
bib 

our. jrr, 
taLStflM' 
bef: rcc.o; 
0 : *oe teAslcd 
ndlsnci M 
Imatoi Di: 
irias to ?e: 
Hfflitf tesuc, 

sflrtnhb:^ 
toon r: 
ns nf the 
jaxulb 


Winds 1 

mcosiA ... 

tan 

*8 Of rt, 
**#e*spj 

® Monday 
J*oionSr 
*■ & oifi 


S'* 







